Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






«,' ♦• 



f . 




»lrVt« > i 



V 



LIFE IN GOD'S FAVOUR, 



A SEASONABLE 



DISCOURSE 



Uf 



DEATH-THREATENING TIMES, 

BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF SEVERAL SERMONS 

Upon Pfal* XXX. 5, 

IN Hlft FAVOUR IS LIVE. 



BY OLIVER HEYWOOD, 

MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 



A NEW EDITION* 



Printed and fold at 

•3Brearlep l^att. 

Near HaKfaX ; 

Alfo may be liad oT Mr. Wills, Stationer's Court, Ladgate-Street ; and 
Mr. Button, Patemofter-Row, London; Mr.SMiTB, SHEmsLO, 

and other Country Bookfelleri. 
eooeee«oeeoo 

M,DCC,XCVL 



/a^ •. <P^. 



X bt E4ttor Itiinkt It ■Kce^l7 to tdf«m tbe pubLk, (Ukt, Id ord« to tea- 
Aa Mm vorli more genenllir tccrptabU, he hai taken Uie libCTly of fbitdginj 
ftfcw poffa^i; AoJ ufoBecypcfflofUve tooutiqutcd rortbr t«0cvFrejden 
ftl tbe pr«reiil diy, he huvndeavDiiRdB little to modtmire tbe Uoguifle, tivhert 



<.^ -^ '.A 



imrRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

To the 

READER. 



-Among all the ufeful difcourfes which 
the prefs hath of late expofed to public view, I 
have not, as I remember, met with any which pur- 
pofely and direftly treated of the fubjeftof this effay^ 
hotwith Handing it muft be owned to be needful, 
ufeful, and at all times feafonable. It is not a point 
of controverfy, but a maxim to which men generally 
fubfcribe, that. In God's favour is life. 

All forts of men plead for God's favour, and, in 
general, pretend to it. This is the cafe with per- 
fons of all religions, and of all perfuafions. Men 
cannot'bearthe thdughts of an exclufion from it, 
whatever be their ftate or their conduft. Both the 
religious and the profane m^ke pretenfions to it.- 
The rich and great cannot fay they are above it, the 
poor and mean think thcmfelves entitled to it. The 
grofsly Ignorant dream of God's favour, as their 
fan3uary, though the Moll High hath faid of fuch, 
" It is a people of no underftanding, therefore he 
that made them will not have mercy on them, and 
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he that formed them will (hew them no favour." 
The learned Rabbies and fages of the world can 
gravely difpute about the grace and favour of 
God, with ftrong inclination to appropriate it to 
themfelves. They are often ready to fay of the il- 
literate, as the chief priefts and pharifees of old> 
•* This people who know not the law are accurfed ;" 
intimating that they themfelves are high in God's 
account, and difiinguiflied by his favpur above 
their neighbours* But Jefus fay$ to thofe who 
jiiftify themfelves, '' That whi4:h \ik highly eileemei 
among men, i$ an abomination in the iigbt pi God#'' 

The afpiriflg Nimrods and the flattering AhfaUms 
of the world, when they h^ve the favour of princes 
or people, imagine they have the favour of the 
Almighty. But Haman and Htrpd foon re^ceived a 
confutation of diis opinion ; the oi»e lor bis deteiUble 
pride, through divine indignation* was ha/9ged like ^ 
<iag ; the other wat fmittien by an angd oi the I^rd^ 
and his loathfome carcafe eatei^up of wornw, t>e* 
caufe he gave not God the glory. 

The unworthy, the greedy und griping fons of 
the good old Eli, who would be fervcd firft, and 
ferved with the beft, or take their part by force» 
though they boafted of the ark, and trufted in it, 
fuppofing they had the Almighty in fome fort en^ 
gaged to them thereby, yet they themfelves w«re 
miferaWy flain.^ and their poflerity w^re brought 
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the Reader. ^ 

bafely to crouch for a piece of filver, and a morfcl 
of bread. 

Though carnal perfons may blefs the profperous 
covetous man, we are told that God abhors him. 
If Jeconiah yf^i^,^ his eyes and heart only to his 
covetoufnefs, and build himfelf a houfe by un- 
righteoufnefs, and chambers by wrong, ufing his 
neighbours' fervice without wages, by divine ap- 
pointment, he fliall die unlamented, and be buried 
with the burial of an afs ; the beft part of his name 
fhall be taken away, he fhall only be called Coniak; 
and though he was as the fignet on God's right 
hand, advanced to high and diftinguiftied honours, 
yet the Almighty will pluck him thence and caft 
him down. Though the ambitious and impious 
king of Tyre be, in the eftimation of fome, as the 
anointed cherub, and fay he is God, and fet his 
heart as the heart of God, yet he fliall be brought 
down to the pit. 

Myftical Babylon may fay, ** I fit as a queen, 
and fliall fee no forrow ; flie may glorify herfelf, 
and boaft of the peculiar favour of Him whofe fpoufe 
flie pretends to be ; yet it will appear by and by, 
that flie is the habitation of Devils ; and her plagues 
fliall come in one day, death, and- mourning, and 
famine ; nay, flie fliall be utterly burnt with fire, 
for ftrong is the Lord God who judgcth her. 
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If hanighty and felf-ri^oeous Ifra/d fill ibe world 
with the loud acclamations of ** The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord j^^ w^» the chyrch, 
the church ; we are God's peculiar people, his por- 
tion, his choien heritage ;*' yetth^ Moft High can 
take his leav^^ of Jerujalem, 9s he did of ShiloA, and 
call the people out of his fight; and though they 
were to him qnce externally for a name, a pr^ife 
a«d a glory ; yet they fbfiU bepome like a rotten 
girdle, that is good for nothing; yea, God will 
even dafh then^ in pieces one agaioil another^ and 
will not pity nor jTpare tjiem, bec9,ufe, notwitfaftand- 
ing their high pretenfionj, dieir hearts are far from 
him^ 

Oioraiin and Bethfaida had mighty works done 
in them ; they w^re highly favoured with the pre- 
fence, the preachiijg and the miracles of Jefus, yet, 
becaufe of their unbelief, it /hall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 
them. Cap€rnaum, which was exalted to heaven 
in privikges, for the like llupid infenfibility, ihaJl 
be call down to the loweft hell in punilhment. 

The feyen Jfian chiv"clies may lofe tlieir fplendor, 
hp diminifljed and Iwonght low. LaoJicm thought 
herfelf rich ^nd incrcafed with goods, dignified with 
labile preacb^^s, Jplendid gifts of the Spirit, found 
doftrlnc, and glorious privileges, on which ac- 
counts fhe judged herfclf more in favour with God 

than 



tha» all ibe reft, and became vain and ftcure to 
th^ degree, ibaX the tbxeatening denQunced againft 
hef b, " Tboi* art fo offenfive to me, that I will 
^e tbice out of my fliputja/* 

To he in the favour of God is a malter of in- 
finite concernment, yet thoufands in the world are 
miftaken about it. When death and judgment 
come, what difcoveries will be made; what an 
awful difappointment will many meet with; efpe- 
cially fuch as expeS the favour of God, and ad- 
mi ffion among the faints, on account of a rrtere 
outward profeffion, or of fome afts of external 
obedience ! Some will plead their excellent gifts 
in praying and preaching, for which they have 
been admired and applauded by men. Some will 
plead their high preferment in the church; and 
others lay, " We have eaten and drunk in thy pre- 
fence, and thou haft taught in our ftreets." But 
the great Judge tells us, he will anfwer them all 
alike, with thefe awful words, '' I know you not, 
I will not own you, depart from me, ye curfed,, 
into everlafting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
angels." It wUl b^ in vain for them to reply, 
*• What*, muft we depart, who w£re civil with our 
neighbt)urs, good church-men, orthodox believers, 
and fobex livejs ! Muft we depart who heard the 
word gladly, cpnunended the preacher, p;-a6lifed 

many 
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many things which we heard, had ftrong convic- 
tions; hated fuperftition, were pleaders for God's 
pure worfliip, and even took delight in approach- 
ing unto Him! Wilt thou not, on all ihefe ac- 
counts, grant us favour ? Muft we indeed be ba- 
niihed from thee ? O moft dreadful difappointment ! 

Alas, alas! what a difcovering, difanimating, 
confounding day will that be to many, who, upon 
felf-flattering grounds were as confident of being in 
God's favour as if they had fe^n their names in his 
book ! They would by no means be beaten oflFfrom 
this vain confidence ; but they will now fee them- 
felves to have been wofully deluded by Satan, and 
their own deceitful hearts, when it is too late to 
cry for mercy. 

The confideration of this deeply afFefts the minds 
of upright minifters. Their hearts ache, and their 
fouls mourn in fecret, on account of the pride and 
ftupidity of felf-deceivers. If we tell them there 
is danger ; if we bid^hem fearch and deal plainly 
with their hearts, they look upon us as enemies, by 
raifing in th^m unneceffary terrors, and giving falfe 
alarms. Some even deride our earneft endeavours, 
and bid us look to ourfelves ; for they know they 
are fafe, and as high in God's favour as the beft of 
us, though their whole temper and their walk give 
juft ground of fufpicion, that their hearts are not 
right in the fight of God. ' We are under the fad 
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neceflity of leaving thofe, with painful fears that 
we (hall never fee them numbered with the faints at 
God's right hand, in the day when be maketh up 
his jewels. 

Since the danger of being deceived is fo great, 
and the confequences fo awful, of what importance^ 
my dear reader, i« a real fenfe of intereft in the di- 
vine fovour ! Ought it not to be fought with the 
grealeft and moft earned folicitude ? While men 
live in profperity and affluence, and enjoy abua- 
dance of worldly comforts, they may live in a kini 
of ftcuriiy 5 Hfowning the noife of confcience, and 
JulUfig ihemfelves afleep in the cradle of eafe i yet a 
dajr i^ coming which (hall burn as an oven, when 
ail the proud and the profane (ball be a9 ilubble, 
and the day fhall curxfuioe them^ and leave them 
©either root nor bjranch. Their worldly wealth (hall 
periib« and their delufive hopes give up the ghoft, 
when the heavens. fiiaU be diliblved^ and the earth 
tremble under their feet- O what will God's fa- 
vour, and the fmiles of the Redeemer's love be 
worth in ^hat day, when he (hall call the dead out 
of their graves, and command them to (land forth, 
that they miy hear their final fenlence of abfolution, 
or of condemnation, according as their (late fliall 
be ! Then, O tlien to have the favour of the Lord, 
the great Judge of heaven and earth, will be worth 
more than it is pojflible for language to exprefs ! 

The 
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The Almighty will piefently fummon us hence 
by his meflenger death, the king of terrors, and fay 
to us, •* This night fhall thy foul be required of 
thee ; thou mufl: go hence, and give an account of 
thy ftewardfliip ! O then what will a well-grounded 
hope of intereft, in God's favour be worth to us I 
Such a confidence is indeed of great importance to 
us while we live, whatever be ouf circumftances 
in outward refpefts. In profperity, what can give 
reft to the capacious mind, which is ever looking 
beyond fublunary things for fatisfaftion ? His fa- 
vour alone can do it, the letters of whofe name, in 
the Hebrew language, are called quiefcent^ even the 
great Jehovah. In adverfity, there is ftill greater 
need of the divine favour. When he giveth quiet- 
nefs, who then can make trouble ? But when he 
hideth his face, who then can 43ehold him ? In the 
day of calamity, God's favour is moft feafonable, 
when it frequently happens that the favour of men 
is withdrawn, and all things look dark about us. 
What a fovereign fupport in trouble is the light of 
God's countenance ! It is indeed light in darknefs;' 
it is life even in a dying hour. 

Hence it is, that the children of God have ear- 
neftly defired and fought fome tokens of his love, 
while they have been in this vale of tears. Let 
others think lightly as they pleafe, of this their im- 
portunity, the divine word gives encouragement to 
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it, " Call upon me, and I will anfwer thee, and 
fliew thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweftnot," Our gracious Redeemer fays, " He 
that loveth me fliall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and will manifeft myfelf to him.'* 
This is a fufficient warrant for our prayers and ex- 
peftations in God*s way. We have the divine pre- 
cept to direS and regulate our defires, and the pro- 
mife of grace to encourage our hope of fuccefs. 
God has promifed great things to thofe who feek 
him, and his promifes have been made good in in- 
fiances without number. 

What that token for good W2lS^ for, which holy 
David prayed, Pf. Ixxxvi. 17. 1 will notpofitively 
determine : but without doubt it was fome evidence 
qf God's favour to him, in his ordinances, or by 
his providence, for the confirmation of his faith, the 
quickening of his foul, aAd^the comforting of his 

heart. , 

It muft be owned, if this man after God's own 
heart, had fome fpecial ground to expeft extraor- 
dinary manifeftations pf divine power in his favour, 
in a miraculous way^ it becomes not us to follow 
his example in this inftance. We^ have no fuch 
ground to go upon as he might have. Let us ad- 
here to the law and to the teftimony, and look for 
fuch tokens o^ the divine^ favour as God has pro- 
mifed to aflford. 

The 
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The ordinances of God are tokens of his favour. 
He gave the fabbath to IJrad as a fign of his being 
their fovereign, as a nation. The ark was a token 
of his prefence, as the word and ordinances are a- 
mong us. God forbid that we fhould be deprived 
of thefe indications of his mercy. A famine* of 
the word would be a fore calamity indeed. The 
people of Antioch were fo fenfible of the privilege 
of fitting undo: the lively and ferV^id miniftrations 
of the gofpel, that they once faid, in. the Warmth of 
their zeal, " We had better be deprived of the light 
of the fun, than of the preaching of Chryfoftcm. 

It is a token of God's favour when the- word and 
ordinances are rendered efficacious. When this 
and that man are born in Zion, it is a fign of his 
mercy to her, and that the Moft High will eftablifh 
her. O that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured 
forth on his niinifters and churches in this our day! 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? It is a rich and 
great mercy to fee a day of his power, when finners 
are made willing in the beauties of holinefs. 

It is a token of God's favour when the Spirit of 
fupplicatiou is plentifully beftowed, and his peo- 
ple ftirred up to earneftnefs in feeking him. When 
he prepares the heart to pray, it is an indication that 
he will caufe his ear to hear. A lukewarm and 
flothful difpofition is a fad token of God's anger 
and abfence« *' There is none that calleth upon thy 
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tiame, that ftirreth up himi'elf to take hoid on thee : 

for thou haft hid thy face from us, and haft confumed 

us becaufeof our iniquities.'* 

It is a token of God*s regard when he beftows a 

penitent heart, and a deep concern for reformation. 

This is apparent in the cafe of the Ninevites. O 

that God may pour upon us his Holy Spirit, in his 

humbling, quickening, and fanftifying influences. 

This will be a token indeed of our intereft in his 
favour. 

Thp heavenly Comforter bearing witnefs with 
our fpirits that we are the children of God, is a 
blefling of unfpeakable value, and greatly to be de- 
fired. " I entreated thy favour,*' fays the Pfalmift, 
** with my whole heart,** the comfortable fenfe and 
enjoyment of it, the fweet aflurance of intereft 
in it. This is life indeed. Lord, lift thou up the 
light of thy countenance upon us ! flied abroad in 
our hearts the love of Chrift, by the Holy Ghoft 
given unto us, that we may no longer anxioufly 
doubt of our fafety, but, according to the command 
of our divine Redeemer, rejoice that our names are 
written in heaven. Let the Holy Spirit of promife 
feal us, by way of fecurity, to the day of redemp- 
tion, that we may know, with heart-felt fatisfaftion^ 
that when the earthly houfe of this tabernacle is dif* 
folved, we have a building of God, an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens ! 
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The Holy Spirit is the earneft of our inheritance* 
An earneft is a part of the payment, of the fame 
nature with that which we hope hereafter to receive. 
His graces and comforts are the grapes of Canaan^ 
morfels of the upper table, preludes and foretaftef 
of eternal enjoyments. How much are tfiefe to be 
defired ! 

Suppofe we were in the (late of condemned male- 
fi*Sors ; the king, our offended fovereign holds out 
unto us a fealed pardon, and declai'es, at the fame 
time, that fuch as have not tlie great feal to fhew, 
muft fuffer for their crimes ; but fuch as have it, 
muft be acquitted, and received to his royal fa- 
vour. What folicitude fliould we feel in fuch a 
cafe as this, that we might have a fealed evidence of 
the king's pardon ! What diligence fhould we ufe, 
what pains fhould we take ! And can we be indif- 
ferent in a matter of infinitely greater moment, ^ 
when, not the life of the body only^ but the eternal 
falvation of the foul is .depending? When our of- 
fended Judge faith, ** Only acknowledge your 
offences, and feek ye my face,'* fliall not our hearts 
echo to the gracious overture, '** Thy face. Lord, 
will we feek?" 

Reader, this is the defign of the fmall treatife 
which is now put into .your hands ; and O that it 
may pleafe God to fucceed our . endeavours, and 
accompany pur preaching and our printing with his 
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Blefling ! A match is propofed between Jefus 
Chrift, the heavenly bridegroom, and your poor 
fouls. He hath drawn up the articles, and pro* 
pounded them to you by us^ His facred word^ 
fpeak his willingnefs ; nothing is wanting but your 
confent; and the match is made. We bring you 
letters of love and kindnefs from the divine Saviour, 
who is ready to betroth you to himfelf for ever. 
We endeavour to (hew you the large dowry he pro. 
pofes to give, and the glorious manfion prepared 
for you, in which you fhall dwell with him for ever. 
We tell you of the pains he has endured, and the 
coll he has been at, to make you his own. Whether 
all this will prevail upon you, whether it will win 
your hearts to him or not, the event muft declare. 
But if this were the laft fentence I muft write, or 
you read, I do hereby fummon you to anfwer to this 
addrefs before that awful tribunal, where you and I 
muft fliortly appear. li you rejeft the gofpel of 
falvation, and perfevere in your rebellion agaiiift 
God, undoubtedly the minlfters who have tenderly 
and faithfully warned you, will be witnefles againft 
you. But O ! how earneftly do I wifh that it may 
be otherwife ! It is our work to preach and write, 
your's to hear and read ; but the Father of mercies 
alone can give fuccefs. We therefore follow thefe 
poor endeavours with our hearty prayers to him, that 
he may be gracioufly pleafed to beftow upon you, 
converting or confirming grace ; that you may expe- 
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rience the manifefiations of his favour ; or^ being in 
a ftate of grace, that you may walk in the light of 
his countenance, and abound unto every good work^ 
that we may give up our account of you with 
joy and not with grief; fo that thofe who fow and 
thofe who reap may, at length, rejoice together^ 
This is the fin cere defire and prayer of 

Tht Friend of your fouls ^ 

OLIVER HEYWOOn, 



Nov^ 9, 1678.. 




LIFE IN GOD'S FAVOUR. 



CHAP, I. 

SOME INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

Pjalm XXX. 5. In his Favour is Life. 

'TTTIE divine poem In which we meet with thefe 
-*• words, bears the title of A pfalm and Jong at 
the, dedication of David's houfe. What is intended 
by this dedication, or with what ceremonies it was 
performed, we are not told. Mofes faid to the ar- 
mies oi Ifrael^ when going out to battle, ** What 
man is there that hath built a new houfe, and hath 
not dedicated it ? Let him go and return to his houfe, 
left he die in battle, and another man dedicate it.** 
Hiram, king of Tyre, fent meflengers to David,. 
and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and' mafons,. and 
they built David an houfe. Whether this pfalm 
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was compofed when he firft became an inhabitant of 
this houfe, or when lie returned to it after Abfalom 
had defiled it, I will not determine. This holy 
man was concerned to have his habitation to be an 
houfe for God, and devoted to him ; where his 
name fhould be called upon, and his praifes fung,^ 
whofe favour is to be valued infinitely above all 
earthly enjoyments, and is that which fanAifies and 
ennobles them all. 

The pfalm which was compofed and fung on this 
occafion, may be called^ a divine mifcellany, def- 
criptive of the various experiences of a child of God. 
1 fliall juft hint at a few particulars. 

The Pfalmift here exalts God in his praifes, who. 
liad exalted him in the manifefiations of his mercy.^ 
** I will extol thee, O Lord, for thou haft lifted me 
up.*' When the Father of mercies has brought us 
up out of the depths of diftrefs and indigence, we 
ought to give him the glory ; and the higher our ad- 
vancement is, the more exalted (houldbe our praifes.. 
This is a delightful, as it is a reafonable fervice. 

David had cried to God, and experienced his 
prefent help and healing, in bodily affliftion, do- 
meftic trouble, and diftrefs of mind. ** I have cried 
unto thee, and thou haft healed me/' Relief was 
near. It was but alking with fervour and fincerity^ 
and the great PhyGcian was ready, with his healing 
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liand, to remove his doxneftic diftrafiions, to re* 
ftore his decayed heahh, and to pour the oil and wine 
of heavenly confolatlon into the wounds of his mind. 
He was raifed up from the borders of the grave, and 
preferved from going down to the pit. He had 
been brought into the greateft dangers^ as to his 
property, his kingdom, and his life; his foul» 
through oppreflive terrors, horrid temptations, and 
deep defpondency, had been near the pit of hell, 
to his own apprehenfion ; but God, in anfwer to 
his cries, had mercifully delivered and reftored him. 
" O Lord, thou haft brought up my foul from the 
grave ; thou haft kept me alive, that I Ihould not 
go down to the pit.** 

Hence the Pfalmift, as might be fuppofed, was ' 
deeply affefled with the manifefiations of divine 
goodnefs in his favour. His heart was warm and 
full of gratitude. He invites others to affift him in 
praifing his merciful Deliverer. *' Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye faints of his." We fee here, that prayers, 
fervent and eameft prayers, fhall in due time be 
turned intopraifes. Themore we abound in prayer, 
the more Qiall we be fumiflied with matter of praife. 
And in this delightful employment, it is defirjable 
to have the company of our fellow-faints, that we 
may join in holy concert, fomewhat like the happy 
fociety above. Inheaven^ the blefled choir of faints 

and 
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and angels fweetly unite in unceafing fongs of gra- 
titude and praife. Thofe whom David invites to 
aflift him in this joyful work, are the faints ; who 
fo proper as holy fouk to give tlianks at the remem^ 
brance of God*s holinefs ? 

The Pfalmifi intimates, that he had tailed both of 
God's difpleafure and of his love, in a fliort fpace of 
time. ** His anger endureth but a moment ; in his 
favour is life ; weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning." The peculiar 
manifefiations of divine mercy are fotnetimes pre- 
ceded by feafons of diilrefs and difcouragement ; a 
ftorm is before a calm ; the thundering terrors of 
the law before the joyful found of the gofpel ; tlie 
ftrong wind, earthquake and fire, before the fmall 
ftill voice ; that we may, by a night of darknefs, be 
prepared for a morning of light, and know how ta 
prize it. 

David owns the ftrong difpofition he had felt tO' 
fecurity and carnal confidence in a profperous ftate ; 
** In my profperity, I faid, I fhall never be moved^. 
Thus I flattered myfelf, when my path was fmooth, 
and I had the full enjoyment of health and tranquil* 
lity." O deceitful heart ! A healthy man thinks 
not of (Icknefs. ** God built me a houfe ; I built 
myfelf a caftle ; but it was a caftle in the air, the 
bafelefs fabric of a vifion, which had a fudden fall.** 

A de^ 
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A^.deceitful imagination allures a man into a fpol's 
paradife. When things go well, fecurity kills us. 
When God Chines on the mount of transfiguration, 
we dream of building tabernacles there; but a 
change foon takes place. *' Thou didft hide thy 
face, and I am troubled ; the withdrawing of the 
light of thy countenance deprived me of my com^ 
forts." The turning away of God's face over- 
fpreads the gracious foul with a heavy gloom, and 
beclouds its hopes and comforts. We ought to be 
perpetually dependent on him. Our mountain is 
fupported by his hand, and when he withdraws ct^ 
we fink into a valley of defpondency and deje£lion» 
if not to the very borders of defpair. 

In this cafe the Pfalmift's voice was changed^ 
from joyful praife to importunate fupplication. " | 
cried unto thee, O Lord." How often do God's 
children, in this imperfe£l Aifte, change their notes! 
Singing and fighing are frequently in near connec* 
tion. The fkilful painter can, with a few ftrokes 
of his pencil, turn a fmiling into a forrowful coun<« 
tenance. We find David here, at one time fo full 
of joy, that he calls upon his fellow-faints to help 
him to praife his gracious Benefa3or ; and yery 
ibon the fcene is fo changed, that he can do nothing 
but mourn and cry for deliverance. " Hear, O 
Lord, and have mercy upon me \ Lord, be thou my 
Helper." Again 
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Again we find the cloud difpelled. The PfaFmift' 
experienced a happy deliverance. His darknefs is 
turned into light, his forrow into joy, his hell into* 
heaven*. " Thou haft turned for me my mourning 
into dancing; thou haft put off my fackcloth, and 
girded me withgladnefs." What wonderful effefts 
do the reftored joys oi God's falvation produce, in 
minds fervently fet on heavenly things ! He that 
was proftrate on the earth, repenting and mourning 
in the duft, in fackcloth and afhes, is now fo tranf- 
ported with divine delights, tliat he feems almoft 
at a lofs in what way to exprefs his gratitude. He 
is like one fetat liberty from the reftraints, the fet- 
ters and the darknefs of imprifownent. He puts off 
his fackcloth, and is clothed with the garments of 
joy and praife. 

The refult of all is expreffed in^thc laft vcrfe : 
** To the end that my glory may fing praife to thee, 
and not be* filent; O Lord my God, I will give 
thanks to thee for ever.'* By his glory, the Pfalmift 
means the beft thing he had. His tongue was the 
glory of his frame, and that fhould be employed in 
fpeaking forth the honours of his Saviour. If by- 
his glory^ as fome think, he means his foul, he re- 
folved that that, with all its powers, (honld be en- 
gaged in the delightful work of praife. •* I will, 
praife thee« O God., with my whole heart, I wilt 

not 
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not be filent, I will not ceafe." The more we praife 
his gracious name, the more occafions of praife he 
will minifter to us, ' Let us therefore fay, with this 
holy man in another place, *' I will hope continually, 
and will yet praife thee more and more." 

Through the whole of this pTalm we fee, to what 
changes the fcrvantsof God are fubjeft in this life* 
Like mariners, they have fometimes a ftormy, and 
fometimes a fmooth fea ; or like travellers by land, 
they have to pafs over mountains of difficulty and 
danger, as well as through vallies of delights. And 
what a variety of affeflions are ftirred up in their 
minds, upon feve-ral occafions I Joy and forrow, 
fear and fortitude, eager defire and pleafurable fa- 
tisfaftion, take their turns, and aft their feveral 
parts, in the breafts of thofe who are travelling to- 
wards the celeftial country. 

In the verfe in which our text lies, we perceive 
both night and day.; thunder and lightning, and the 
bright fliining of the fun after rain ; the lightfome 
and the dark fide ol the pillar of the cloud ; the law 
and the gofpel ; wrath and love ; thefe are com- 
pared, and fet in oppofition to each other. For his 
.anger endureth but a moment: in his favour is life: 
weeping may endure for a nighty but joy cometh in 
ihc morning. 

The 
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The words. In his favour is life^ feem to come 
in as a fatisfying anfwer to a tacit objeftion formed 
by thofe who are invited to fing the praifes of God, 
ver. 4. As if it had been faid, Alas ! How can we 
join in the pleafing work of thankfgiving. We lie 
under the tokens of God's difpleafure, and feem to 
feel the marks of his anger within us. How can 
we fing the Lord's fong, when our harps are hung 
on the willows ? 

The Pfalmift anfwers this by a concefllon; ** Be 
it fo ; it is proper there fliould be an interchangeable 
fucceffion of joy and forrow, as of day and night. 
Sorrow, like an unwelcome gueft, may lodge with 
us during the night, but a blefled morning of de- 
liverance fucqeeds. The feafon of difconfolation 
is but Ihort; it will not laft for ever; fo far from 
this, God's anger is but for a moment, and in his 
favour is life." The difpleafure and the favour of 
the Moft High are here compared, in their nature 
and their duration. 

The difpleafure of God occafions a night of for- 
row and diftrefs. Night in fcripture often denotes 
a feafon of gloom and difconfolation. The gracious 
foul is under great difcouragement when the Sun of 
righteoufnefs is withdrawn. If the wrath of a king 
be as the meffengers of death, how affliftive muft a 
fenfe of God's difpleafure be, to the man who looks 

for 
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for all his felicity from him ! But in his favour is 
life; it is that which gives being to all the hope, 
the peace and comfort of a faint. He lives by the 
fliining of his heavenly Fatlier's countenance. 

The divine difpleafure is but for a moment ; the 
gloominefs occafioned by it is but for a night. At 
longeA, the feafon of affliflion and forrow can but 
continue during the period of a good man's pilgrim- 
age through this vale of tears ; hut the favour of 
Ood is life everlafting ; it runs parallel with the 
exiftence of the foul, and with the line of eternity. 

The former part of this verfe, becaufe fliort and 
concife, feems rather intricate; but in the latter,, 
the Pfalmift more fully unfolds his meaning. An- 
ger, by an ufual figure, is put for chaftifement, 
which, among earthly parents, is frequently the 
cReEt of anger. The Supreme Being is not angry as 
men are 5 yet he vifits the tranfgreffions of his chiU 
dren with a rod, and their iniquities with ftripes, 
though he will not take away his loving-kindnefs 
from them, nor fuffer his faithfulnefs to fail. 

The words in the Hebrew text lie thus, A momenl 
in his anger ; in his favour life. Life is oppofed 
to a moment, as favour is to anger. Difpleafure 
is momentary, love is everlafting. The general 
fenfe of the paflage appears to be tjiis, — ^Though for 
our offences the Lord may hide his face, withdraw 

C his 
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his comforts, and vifit us with affliftion ; yet he will 
fpecdily manifeft his pardoning mercy, remove the 
chaftifement wliich indicated his difpleafure, and 
reflore to us the joys of his falvation. This renewed 
manifeftation of favour will produce fo great a 
change in our (late of mind, that it may be termed, 
'a calling us back from death to life. 

As my defire is to inftruft and edify the reader, 
and not to perplex him, I (hall not introduce the 
laboured critic ifms of fome learned writers upon 
tlie words under confideration, nor attempt any 
farther explication of them, but immediately pro- 
pound this do£lrinal propofition arifing from the 
text, 

That In God' s favour there is life ; or that his fa- 
vour is a good man's life. 

This is the branch of divine truth held forth to 
our notice, by the royal Pfalmift here. Under the 
infpiration of the Holy Spirit, he advanced this, as 
a faithful faying, and worthy of acceptation. Mofes 
fcems to affert the fame thing, when he fays of 
Jehovah, ** He is thy life, and the length of thy 
days." That is, he is effeftively fo; he is the 
caufe of thy life ; whatever juftly deferves the de- 
nomination of life, confifts in the enjoyment of 
him, and confequently, in being conformed to his 
holy will. 

In 
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In the profecution of my defign, I fliall attempt 
to give a folution of the following inquiries ; 

I. What are we to undefiland by the favour of 
God, and what that life is which is faid to be in it T 

II. In what refpefts is his favour to be confidered 
as life? 

III. To wham is it fo, and in what feafons and 
circumftances ? 

IV. Why do thefe per Ions put fuch a value on 
the divine favour, as to account it life ? 

When I have given a fliort anfwer to thefe feve- 
ral important que (lions, I (hall attempt a fuitable 
application of the whole. 

CHAP. II. 

TVhat God's Favour is, and the Life which is enjoyed 

in it. 

TTTE are in the firft place to inquire, what we 
are to underftand by the favour of God, and 
whatthat life is which is faid to be in it. For the fake 
of brevity, we unite thefe two neceflary branches 
of inveftigation, in the prefent chapter, humbly 
requefling the reader to to favour us with his can- 
did, pious and impartial attention. The nature of 
tlie fubjeft undoubtedly calls for it. 

C 2 The 
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The word iov favour^ in the facred original, fig* 
nifies gQod will, or good pUafure. In the bleffing 
wherewith Mojis the man of God bleffed the chil- 
dren of Ifratl before his death, we meet with this 
elevated apoftrophe, " O Naphtali, fatisfied with 
favour, full with the bleffing of the Lord!" The 
latter claufe explains and illuftrates the former. 
When men are full of the bleffing of the Lord, they 
enjoy his favour ; and it is that which gives them 
fatisfaftion. The word alfo §gnifies acceptance. 
The prophet Ifaiak ufes the fame expreffion as that 
in our text ; when fpeaking of the fpiritual facrifices 
which God's people fliallprefentunto him, through 
the Mediator, he fays, in the name of the great Je- 
hovah, " They (hall come up with acceptance, with 
favour, upon mine altar." Sometimes the term, 
in our Englijh verfion, is rendered defire. As when 
the Pfalmift fays, " He fhall fulfil the defire, the 
good will, of them that fear him," But as the ex- 
preffion is ufed concerning the Author and Foun- 
tain of all good, it implies, in its loweft fenfej kind- 
nefs or regard : and it may be confidered in fevcral 
points of light. 

1. The favour, of God may intend his common 
Providence towards all, both good and bad. Fa- 
vour is fhown to fome who are little influenced by. 
it. ** Let favour be fliewed to the wicked," in the 

boun« 
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bounties of an indulgent providence, •* yet will he 
not learn righteoufnefs." In this fenfe, the divine 
favour is our natural life, both as to its original, and 
its continued prefervation. All men, whether they 
be good or bad, are dependent on God's fupporting 
hand; for he holdetli our foul in life. When a 
human artificer has conftrufled a machine, and put 
it in motion, he leaves it to itfelf. But our Al- 
mighty Maker has not formed us to fubfift inde- 
pendent of his care. To his favour we are indebted, 
})Oth for our being, and our well-being. It was 
the devout acknowledgment of Job^ ** Thou haft 
" granted me life and favour, and thy vifitation pre- 
ferveth my fpirit." Life itfelf is a grant of his good- 
nefs, an inftance of his favour, as well as that 
con ft ant beneficence, whereby we are fnrnilhed 
with every needful stnd comfortable accommodation. 
The very heathens were fenfible of this. When 
Paid had afferted, in his addrefs to the Athenians, 
that God is near to every one of us, becaufe in him 
we live and move and have our being, he quoted 
their own poet AratuSy in confirmation of what he 

had faid, 

For we his offspring are* 

The. ftouteft champion on earth, the proudeft mo- 
narch in the world, is dependent on God's favour, 
and lies at his mercy every nioment. Daniel faid 

C 3 to 
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to the impious, the ftout-hearted Beljkazzar^ " The 
God in whofe hand thy breath is, and tvhofe are all 
thy Ways, haft thou not glorified." O that men 
did but confider, and keep it conftantly in their re- 
membrance, that tliey owe all that they are, and all 
that they have and poffcfs, to the favour of their 
Maker, their divine BenefaQor and Sovereign \ A 
late poet has well faid. 

Our breath is forfeited by fin, 

To God's revenging law ; 
We own thy grace, immortal King, 

In every gafp we draw. * 

s. By God's favour may fometimes be intended^ 
the fignal afts of difcriminating providence. Thus 
the Lord fhewed kindnefs. to his ancient people 
Ifratl^ in driving the feven heathen nations out of 
CanaaUy the meafure of whofe iniquities was full, 
and in planting the feed of Jacob in their room. 
Why did he do this ? It was not done becaufe of 
their deferts ; it was not efie£led by the power of 
their own fwords^ or their other weapons of war» 
but, fays the Pfalmift, in devout acknowledgment 

to 

♦ The reader, it is hoped, will pardon the Editor's 
intrufive hints, as tbcy are defigncd merely to il» 
luftrate the fenfe of the Author, and, infbme fort, to 
enliven and modernife the performance* See the 
advertifement at the beginning. 
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to the Author of the benefit, " By thy right hand, 
and thy holy aim, betaufe thou hadfi a favour unto 
them/* God's favour was their armour ; it pro* 
duced weapons of fuccefs, both oflFenfive and de« 
feniive. For thou Lord wilt blefs the righteous, 
with favour wilt thou compaifs him, as with a fiiield* 
To this we are indebted feu* all that protedion, that 
fafety, and that comfort, which conflitute what may 
be emphatically called life. *' Thus," faid David 
to his men, '* fliall ye fay to him that Hvcth," thai 
i3, to him that is in the full poflefBon of eafe, plenty, 
and profperity. , 

It is in this fenfe we are to underftand the term 
to livey as ufed by the apoAIe Paul; •* Now we Kve, 
ifyeftand fall in the Lord." Does he mean, that 
they would die if it were otherwife? Noj if ye 
ftand fail in the Lord, we fball be very happy and 
ccMnfoftable. Rebekah complained of being weary 
of her life bccaufe of the daughters of /feM, " and,** 
added flie, ** \i Jacol^ take a wife of the daughters 
of Hetk^ what good ibadl my life do me f*' A life of 
forrow is a dying life, fcarcely worthy of the name 
of life, in the eftimation of him who is bitter in 
foul. But God's favour produceth relief, delivQ- 
lance, comfortable provifion and accommodations, 
which may be termed a kind of refurreftion, or re- 
turning from death to life; fo very great is the 

change. 
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cliange. We have an inftance of this in Hezekiah, 
when God reftored him from a mortal difeafe, and 
in love to his foul, redeemed it from the pit of cor- 
ruption. " Thou wilt/' fays the Pfalmift, " fave 
the affliSed people^ thou wilt light my candle ; the 
Lord my God will enlighten my darknefs.'* A thou- 
fand dangers are prevented, pre fling calamities are 
removed, and we are loaded with multitudes of be- 
nefits, whereby our lives are again rendered com- 
fortable unto us. The ground of all this is the 
divine favour. It is owing to this that our life is 
not a continued fcene of bittemefs and woe, as our 
fins have deferved, but at times, through merciful 
deliverances, and favourable turns of providence, 
we tafte the fweets of tranquillity, reft and joy, to 
thaf degree, that our hell is turned into a kind of pa- 
radife. O that men would praife the Lord for his 
goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men! We hear him. faying of the man who 
is governed by his fear ; ** Becaufe he hath fet his 
love upon me,^ therefore will I deliver him : I will 
fet him on high bdcaufe he hath known my name. 
He fliall call upon me,' and I will anfwer him : I 
will be with him in trouble ; I will deliver him and 
honour him. With long life will I fatisfy him> 
and fliew him my falvation." The Lord's people 
?!Lcknowledge themfelves to be indebted to his fa- 
vour 
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vour for the happy change of their circumftances* 
'* Lord, thoa haft been favourable to thy land : thou 
haft brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou 
haft taken away all thy wrath : thou haft turned thy« 
felf from the fiercenefs of thine anger.'* All this 
may ferve to confirm and illuftrate the do&rine 
under confideration, In his favour is lift. 

3. By God's favour may be meant, his fpecial 
and diftinguifhing grace and kindnefs, vouchfafed 
to his own children. It is in this fenfe we are to un« 
derftand that ardent and pathetic requeft of the 
Pfalmift, *' Remember me, O Lord, with the fau 
vour which thou beareft unto thy people ; O vtfit 
me with thy falvation I" From this peculiar favour 
our fpiritual life flows, as well as all the ftreamt 
which nourifti and feed that life. It is the fountain 
of regenerating and converting grace, whereby we 
are made to live unto God. It implants the feed of 
divine life in the heart ; and they who thus Iive» 
live not unto themfelves, but to him that died for 
them, and rofe again. It is the favour of God which 
makes us his people. " It hath pleafed the Lord,'* 
faith SamxuU " to make you his people." It is 
owing to this favour that the Lord takes compla^ 
cency and delight in his faints. " The Lord thy 
God in the midft of thee is mighty ; he will fave* 
he will rejoice over thee with joy ; he will reft in 
his love, he will joy over thee with finging," 
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From this fource are derived all the glorious gifts 
of gofpel grace ; the gift of God*s eternal Son, the 
revelation of him in the promifes and proclamations 
of the divine word, the remiflion of our fins, the 
jufiification of our perfons, the fanftification of our 
hearts, our communion with God, and our everlaft* 
ing falvation. All the divine bleflings and privi- 
leges which the people of God enjoy in this world, 
and all the felicity and glory which they (hall pof- 
fefs in the world to come, proceed from the favour 
of God. His favour therefore is life, both fpiritual 
and eternal. The faith by which we live to him 
here, is his gift, and a fruit of his favour. This is 
life eternal begun in the foul ; it is that which is 
worthy to be called life, without which we are dead, 
in a moral fenfe, and muft die eternally. The di- 
vine Redeemer faid to the woman at JacoV% well, 
** Whofoever drinketh of the water that I fhall give 
him fliall never thirft ; but the water that 1 fliall give 
him fliall be in him a well of water, fpringlng up 
into everlafting life. It is no wonder therefore 
that the gracious foul fays with the Pfalmiil, in his 
requefts to God, *' Look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto me, as thou ufeft to do unto thofe 
that love thy name." The Ipve of God to his people 
;s their Ufe» both fpiritual and eternal. 

4. The 
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4. The favour of God fometimes is to be under* 
flood of the fweet, comfortable, and fatisfying ma- 
nifeftation of it to the foul. When the Pfalmift 
fays,** I entreated thy favour with my whole heart;" 
we are to underfland it in this fenfe. He not only 
prays for the bleffings of his grace, but for the ma- 
nif citation of his love, the light of his countenance, 
the (hining of his face, the comfortable aflurance 
of his Jpecial favour. Thus he expreffes himfelf 
in another place, " Make thy face to fliine upon 
thy fervant." This is fometimes called the beauty 
of the Lord, his fplendour, the light of his coun- 
tenance ; ** Let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us." .For the enjoyment of this, the Pfalmift 
defired that he might dwell in God*s houfe, to '* be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple." The fervants of the Moft High in gene- 
neral, earneftly feek the manifeftation of his fa- 
vour, and look upon it as their light, their help, and 
health; nay, they value it as life itfelf. We find 
them frequently breathing out their fouls in fuch 
language as this, ** Turn us again, O Lord God of 
hofts, caufe thy face to {faine, and we fhall be faved. 
O God, be merciful unto us, and blefs us, and 
caufe thy face to ftiine upon us." 

When a prince, a fovereign, a man of power 
aini authority, is well pleafed with his friends and 

de* 
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dependents, be looks upon them with complacency, 
and converfes with them with a placid and fmiling 
countenance* This gladdens their hearts, and in* 
fpires them with chearfiilnefs and pleafure, ^he 
light of the king's countenance is life, and his fa- 
vour is as a cloud of the latter rain. Solomon ob-* 
feiVed this in his courtiers; and it ferves to illuftrate 
the aflertion of his father David here, In hi^ favour 
is life. When God manifefts his love to his chil- 
dren, it turns their mourning into joy, it exbila* 
rates and revives their drooping fpirits, and gives 
them new life and vigour. While the men of the 
world are fiiying, " Who will (hew us any good?** 
their language is, ** Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us ; thou haft put gladnefs 
into our hearts, more than in the time that their com 
and wine increafed." Their joy on this occafion is 
far fuperior to the gladnefs which men feel in the 
time of vintage, or that of harveft ; it is a joy bright 
and pure, as the regions whence it defcends. 

In the words, " Lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance, the Pfalmift alludes to the lifting up 
of a banner : inftead of the defence of an army with 
banners, he requefts for his comfort and fecurity 
amid ft many enemies and dangers, the manifeftation 
of the divine favour. As if he had faid, " Men have 
their friends and confederates to afford them help in 

time 
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time of need; but, Lord, I defire no other comfort 
tlian thy favour ; aflure me of that and I (hall be 
happy ; give me but a confolatory fenfe of thy love; 
lOTne behold the brightnefs of thy reconciled face, 
and every threatening cloud will bedifpelled. Then 
will my foul rejoice, with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory.** 

The joy which arifes from a fenfe of God's fa- 
vour, is indeed fuch as cannot be defcribed; It id 
heiarty and fmcere ; it is full, intimate and fatisfy- 
ing. It is fo reviving to the fainting fpirits of a 
poor finner, who was before perhaps in a ftatc of 
defpondency, that it reftores him, as it were, from 
death to life. Reader, if you have known this by 
your own experience, you will better underftand 
the doftrine of our text, than others can by all that 
we can fay upon it. A fenfe of God's difpleafurc 
is killing to him who puts fuch a value on the di- 
vine favour, as to look for all his felicity from it. 
But the fweet beams of his love, in the returning 
manifefiations and affured tokens of it, give new 
Ufe to the difconfolate foul. A child is deeply 
affefted by the frowns of its earthly parent, but ani- 
mated and cheered by his reconciled father's fa- 
vourable fmiles. It is even fo with a child of grace. 
The favour of God gives him a new life of divine 
joy, elevated pleafure, and heart-felt fatisfaftion. 

D Reader, 
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Reader, this is the life of heaven ; it is fekfting 
on the grapes of Canaan; it is living in paradife; 
it is feeding on the tree of life ; it is leaning on the 
bofom of Jefus, having the kifles of his mouth, 9td 
tailing the joys' of his falvation. 

It muft be owned, this is not a privilege to be 
enjoyed without interruption, in the prefent ftate. 
But it is the good pleafure of the God of all confo- 
lation, atfome feafons to indulge his children with 
thefe foretaftes- of celeftial felicity, ^hen that 
eminent Scotch divine, Mr^ Aobert Briue^ was 
aiked by his friends, in his languiOiing moments, 
how it was with him, he anfwered to this eifed, 
•* When I was young and in health, I was enabled 
to be diligent, and lived by faith in the Son of God; 
but now I am old and feeble, and it is his good plea- 
fure to feed me with fenfible comforts." 

The Pfalmift thus defcribes the felicity of gracious 
fouls. *' Bleffed is the people that know the joy- 
ful found ; they fliall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance. In thy name fhall they rejoice 
all the day : and in thy righteoufnefs (hall they be 
exalted. For thou art the glory of their ftrength ; 
and in thy favour our horn fliall be exalted.*' 

The two laft particulars relating to the divine 
favour, I apprehend, are principally intended in 
our. text. The favour of Cod which beftows fpiri- 
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tual life, and his favour as mani felled to the foul, 
which animates it with a life of joy and comfort. 
Fronx the context it appears, that David had the lat- 
ter chiefly in view when he faid, In his favour is 

lift. 

Should it he afked, ** But whoft favour is here in- 
tended ? I anfwer, the favour of Jehovah, the foun- 
tain of life. The favour of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft ; for thefe three are one. The 
benedi6):ion prefcribed for the priefts to pronounce, 
tinder the former difpenfation, is very remarkable, 
and may be thus paraphr^fed. " The Lord, the 
Father and fountain of bleflings, the Preferver of 
his creatures, blefs thee with fpiritual bleffings, give 
diee grace and keep thee in his fear. The Lord Jefu» 
Chrift, the Sun of righteoufnefs, irradiate thy foul 
with beams of gofpel light and love, make his face 
to fliine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Spirit of the Lord, the Comforter of his people, 
give thee an aiTured intereft in the divine favour, 
and thus lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace! Even that peace which pafleth all un- 
der Handing, that it may keep thy heart and mind 
through Chrift Jefus.'* See Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. 
The New Teftament benedi6lion anfwers to that of 
the Old, and ferves to explain it. ** The grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and 
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the communion of the Holy Ghoft be with you all/* 
The works of the blefled Three-One, are undivided. 
Hence creation is fometimes afcribed to the Son, 
fometimes redemption to the Father ; and fan6lin- 
cation is fometimes reprefented as the work of the 
Father, and of the Son, as well as that of the Holy 
Ghoft. He whofe favour is here fpoken of, is the 
one Jehovah. 

It is neceffary, however, to obferve, before we 
clofe this chapter, that the favour of (God is mani- 
fefted to finners only through Jefus, the Mediator 
of the covenant. It is only in him that God is re- 
conciled to us. He is the great propitiation, by 
whom full atonement was made for our offences, 
through which God is pacified, and (hews hirafelf 
friendly and favourable to every one that believeth. 
*' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaf- 
ed." This is not to be interpreted fimplyof theperfon 
of Chrift, but of what he did and what he fuffered in 
the capacity of a Mediator and Redeemer. Through 
him God is reconciled, and to the praife of the 
glory of his grace, he hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved; that is to fay, in Jefus, the Son of his 
love. The ftreams of grace ilfue out to finners 
fince the fall, through the channel of redeeming 
blood. The beams of divine favour which quicken 
the dead finner, and which enlighten, enliven, Sind 
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rgoice the. hearts of faints, fliine only in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. Men are, as finful, guihy and de- 
filed, children of wrath, and deferving of dellruc- 
tion. The kindnefft which is (hewn to them is free 
and undeferved. It is the love of God which is 
in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

CHAP. III. 

In what RefpeBs the Favour of God is Life. 

TTAVING made a few remarks concerning 
the favQur of God, and that life which is in 
it, we now proceed to confider, in what particular 
refpefts his favour may be termed our life. And 
we apprehend it may juftly be faid to be the caufe, 
the objeft, the rule, and the end of life to a good 
man. 

1. The favour of the Mo ft High is the caufe of 
life. The apoftle^am^i tells us, ** that every good 
gift, and every perfefl; gift is from above, and 
Cometh down from the Father of lights." Every^ 
natural endowment and accomplifhment is derived 
from his favour, and much more that grace whicjb 
makes us alive to him. This is the bleffed produft 
of divine and diftinguifhing love«. In our natural 
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cftate we are dead in trefpaffes and fins, and if we 
are brought out of that dreadful condition, into a 
ftate of fpiritual life, it is not owing to any thing in 
ourfelves, but to the favour of God. Thus the 
apofile Paul taught the Ephefian converts, *' God 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins hath 
quickened us together with Chrift ; by grace are ye 
faved." The important change fo abfolutely necef- 
fary to our prefent fafety and final happinefs, is 
efFefled by his power, in confequence of his abun- 
dant mercy. The comfort, peace and joy attendant 
on a new and fpiritual life, are the fruits of divine 
favour. Grace and peace proceed from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift: grace to 
conftitute us chriftians, and peace to keep our fouls 
comfortable in that ftate. The Pfalmift fpeaking 
of the felicity of God's children, makes ufe of 
thefe animating words, " They fliall be abundantly 
fatisfied with the fatnefs of thy houfe, and thou (halt 
make them to drink of the river of tliy pleafures ; 
for with thee is the fountain of life." PfaL xxxvi. 
8, 9. The term life, which is in the plural num- 
ber in the Hebrew text, may denote, that God is 
the fountain of whatever may be denominated life ; 
the life of nature, the life of grace, the life of com- 
fort^ of tranquillity, and of refined fati$fa£lion and 
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delight. He in whofe prefence is f ulnefs of joy, and 
at whofe right hand are plcafures for evermore, is 
the Fountain of all. In his favour is life. 

2. The favour of God is the objeft of life, a« 
well as the caufe of it. It is that to which a gra- 
cious foul looks for its felicity. The knowledge 
of God, as reconciled to us in Chrift Jefus, gives 
life to our hope, our peace and our joy. *' This 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, 
and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. It is the 
work of faith to view the complete atopement of 
the all-glorious Redeemer, and to believe that in 
him the Father is well pleafed. 

When faith prefents the Saviour's death, 

Andwhifpers, " This is thine," 
Sweetly my jifing hours advance. 

And peacefully decline. 

While fuch my views, the radiant fun 

Sheds a more fprightly ray, 
Each objeft fmiles, all nature charms, 

I (ing my cares away. 

It is on this ground, that a juft man is faid to live by 
faith. All his prefent life of comfort confifis in 
that which is apprehended by faith, the friendfhip 
and favour of God to him in Chrift Jefus. He 
therefore fays with the Pfalmift, " When thou hideft 
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thy face, I am troubled. The world in vain tries 
to entertain me. All it can offer is like a jefl to 
dying men, or like recreation to thofe in mifery. 
On thy favour alone my tranquillity depends. Were 
I to be deprived of that, I (hould figh for happinefs 
in the midfl of paradife. Thy loving- kindnefs is 
better than life. I have, in feafons of darknefs, 
waited for the renewed manifeflations of it, more 
than they that watch for the morning; The returns 
of the light of thy countenance are more welcome 
than the fpringing day-light, after the horrors of a 
gloomy and melancholy night ; more welcome than 
eafe to the fick, than cold water to the thirfty foul, 
or than reft to the weary and fatigued traveller." 

When that gracious Being, with whom is the 
fountain of life, fiiews his reconciled face, the 
drooping foul revives, like the opening flowers at 
the rifing of the fun. How heavenly, how divine 
are its comfoi:ts and joys ! What indeed is the hea- 
ven we are waiting for, but the bleffed, the unin- 
terrupted vifion of God ? When the heirs of glory 
are admitted into his prefence-chamber, and behold 
the King in his beauty, they will need nothing more 
to complete their happinefs. " We now fee through 
a glafs darkly ; but then face to face. As for me, 
I will behold thy face in righteoufnefs ; I (hall be 
fatisfied, when I aw'ake, with thy likenefs." 
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'Tis hcav'n on earth to tafte thy love, 

To fcaft upon thy grace; 
And that for which I hope above, 

Is but to fee thy face. 

3. The favour of God may be confidered, in 
fomerefpefts, as the rule of life. The will of God, 
as revealed in his holy law, is, properly fpeaking, 
the rule of our conduft, and ferves as a lamp to our 
feet, and a light to our paths. But does not a good 
man regulate his life and his anions with a con- 
fcientious regard to the divine approbation ? When 
the apoflle Paul fays, " We labour, that whether 
prefent or abfent, we may be accepted of him," he 
does not fpeak fo direftly of perfonal acceptance to 
eternal life ; for of that he expreffes the fulleft fa- 
tisfaflion in the context, 2 Cor. v. 9. But it was 
his concern, and that of his fellow faints, that 2(11 
their labours, fervices, and fufferings, might find 
gracious acceptance with God through Chrift ; that 
fo they might enjoy the fupporting and confolatory 
manifeftations of his favour in all. A truly good 
man would undertake nothing in which he might 
not warrantably hope for the favourable approba- 
tion of the Moft High. We may obferve this in 
the cafe of Mofes^ the man of God. His words 
are thefe, when pleading with the Almighty for the 
tokens of his favour; •* Now therefore I pray thee, 
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if I have found grace in thy fight, fliew me now thy 
way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace 
in thy fight/* He dreaded the thought of taking 
one ftep forwards in the journey through the wil- 
dernefs, without the prefence and favourable fmiles 
of that God in whom he trufted. Thus again he 
prays in that pfalm which bears his name, ** Let 
thy work appear unto thy fervants, and thy glory 
unto their children ; and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us ; and eilablifli thou the work 
of our hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands 
eftablifli thou it." It gives fome men no concern, 
whether their Maker is pleafed or difpleafed with 
their proceedings; but it is not fo with thofe who 
put fiich a value on his favour as to account it 
their life. They have, in a meafure, the fame mind 
in them which was alfo in Chrift Jefus, who faid 
of his divine Father, ** I do always thofe things 
>vhichpleafe him." This is what I mean by faying, 
that the favour of God is the rule of life. In con- 
neflion with this I add, 

4. The favour of God is the end of life. His 
pleafure is the due and proper end of the lives and 
a£lions of his creatures. •' For thy pleafure they 
are, and were created." They are fubordinate ta 
him, as their end ; for ** of him, and through hira^- 
apd to him are.all things." All fhould tend to him„ 
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as ihe lines in a circle to one common centre. The 
labours of man in his calling are for tlie fupport 
and comfort of his natural life; in like manner the 
holy exercifes and duties in which ^ child of God 
is engaged, have for their end the enjoyment of his 
favour. He attends the folemnities oftpublic devo- 
tion, that he may behold the beauty of the Lord« 
while he inquires in his temple ; that he may fee his 
power and his glory in the fanftuary. And why fo ? 
" Becaufe," fays he, " thy loving-kindnefs is bet- 
ter than life ; it is better than my exiftcnce, the life 
which I live, for that would do me little good with- 
out it. 

When the church, as reprefented in Solomon^s 
divine paftoral, had loft the fweet fenfe of God's 
favour, through negligence and floth, flie took 
great pains in feeking the reftoration of her former 
comforts. She quitted her bed of floth, flie rofe 
and went about the city, in the ftreets and broad 
ways thereof; that is, flie renewed her diligence in 
the public ordinances of divine worfliip ; flie in- 
quired of the watchmen upon the walls of the city, 
" Saw ye him whom my foul loveth?" And flie 
retted not till he had reftored unto her the joys of 
his falvation. What is it that a child of grace would 
not do, what is it that he would not endure, for 
the enjoyment of a fenfe of God's favour ? It is 
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more to him than all the world without it. In 
prayer, in hearing and reading the divine word, in 
meditation, in approaching to the Lord's table, 
ftill his cry is, ** Lord, liftthouupthelightof thy 
countenance upon me.** 

Thus, the»ftvourof Godis thecaufe, the objefl:, 
the rule, and the end of a good man's life. 

III. The third general head of out difcourfe is, 
to confider to whom God's favour is life, and at 
what particular feafons it is fo. 

To the prefervation of natural life, the providen- 
tial favour of the great Governor of the univerfe, 
is neceffary to every one, and neceflary every hour, 
every moment. But I would particularly fpeak of 
his fpecial favour^ as more immediately intended 
in our text. 

All the children of God moft certainly know 
that his favour to them is life, and they know it is 
fo at all times, particularly in religious duties, under 
trying difpenfations, and even when they are in the 
full enjoyment of created comforts. But there are 
{bme fpecial feafons when they will not only ac- 
knowledge this as a truth revealed in the fcriptures, 
but when they will lie under a Arong conviftion 

and impreflionof it. 
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This I believe is always the cafe, in a finner's 
firft'Converfion to God. This is the 'period when 
he begins to put a proper value on the divine fa- 
vour. In his ftale of ignorance and ilupidity, alas ! 
he forgets God, and is awfully indifferent concern- 
ing either his anger or his love. But. in conver- 
fion, the poor finner, who was before at ekfe, 
thoughtlefs and fecure, is enlightened, convifted, 
and pricked to the heart. His awakened foul be- 
gins to cry with Peter'^s hearers," Men' and bre^ 
thren, what (hall we do ?'* Or with the jailor at 
Philippic • Sirs, what fhall I do to be Taved ? I 
have ruined and deftroyed myfelf, and want a 
friendly guide, to fet me in the right way. I 
know not what to do, or wliich way to look for 
relief. I have wandered from God, and from the 
way of peace till now, and am utterly at a loft what 
fteps I ought to take. I am fully convinced, thai 
if I proceed in my former courfe, I am utterly and 
everlaftingly undone. Some other path t muft 
tread, but how to find the way of fafety I know 
not. Moft earneftly do I defire to fly from the 
wrath to come, but alas ! whither fliall I fly ? Ye 
minifters of Chrift, ye fervants of the Moft High 
God, give me your counfel. Tell me, is there 
any hope for fuch a wretch as I am ? I have gone 
aftray like a loft JQieep, upon the mountains of Gn 

E . and 



^O LIFE in 

and error even till now. The terrors of an angry 
' God fet themfelves in array againft me ; O tell me- 
how I fliall efcape them." 

^ To fuch a finner, the moft dlftant profpeft, the 
fmalleft degree of hope concerning God's favour, 
and reconciliation with him, would be as life from 
the dead. If the reader has felt the terrors of an 
awakened confcience, he will not be at a lofs to 
know what we mean. He who has ajuft lenfe of 
God's awful difpleafure againft him, becaufe of 
fin, can find no words expreflive. enough to fet 
forth his value of the divine favour. 

Now the God of all grace hath promifed to guide 
bewildered fouls into the way of life and peace. 
** I will infirufl thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou flialt go ; I will guide thee with mine 
* eye. Thine ears fhall hear a word behind thee fay* 
ing, This is the way, walk ye in it. The way- 
faring jnen, though fools, (hall not err therein,'* 
For thus faith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Ifrael, I am the Lord thy God which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadcth thee by the 
way which thou fhouldeft go^ I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not, I will lead them 
in paths that they have not known ; I will luake 
darknefs light before them, and crooked things 
ftraight. Thefc things will I do unto them, and 
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not forfake them."' The inquiring firmer fhould 
remember for his encouragement, that it is the 
office of the Saviour of men, to give light to them 
that fit in darknefs, and in the fliadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The convinced fmner fees the necedity of God's 
favour being manifejfted in turning his heart from 
fin to holinefs. He fees the neceflity of repentance, 
and is confcious of his own inability to produce it 
in himfelf. ** Alas!" fays he, " I can no more 
convert myfeff, than I could have given myfelf 
exiftence when I had none. I have no power to 
make my heart new, to make it pure" and holy. I 
feel in myfelf nothing but diforder, perverfenefs, 
and rebeltion. What fliall I do? Merciful God! 
do thou thoroughly change and renew my foul. 
Turn thou me, and I fliall be turned. Do all that 
for me, of thy abundant grace, which is neceffary 
to my everlafting falvation. I am encouraged to 
alkthis, becaufe thou haft, of thy free favour, pro- 
mifed all that I want," 

The poor (inner, in this cafe, is led to remember, 
for his relief, fuch declarations as the following. 
•' The Lord thy God will circumcife thine heart 
io love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy foul, that thou mayeft live. I will 
give them an heart to know me, and they (hall be 
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my people, and I will be their God : for tliey fliall 
return unto me with their whole heart. I will put 
a new fpirit within you, and will take the (tony 
heart out of your flefh, and will give you an heart 
of flefh.'* Here God of his free favour, has gra- 
cioufly promifed what the awakened foul fees to be 
^bfolutely neceffary to its final fafety. 

Such a (inner wants a fenfe of intereft In the di<- 
vine Redeemer, and in all his faving benefits. He 
is fully convinced that there is no falvation for hini 
but in Jefus. " How have I deceived myfelf/* 
fays he, *' in placing my confidence in my owit 
dghteoufnefs, which indeed is but as filthy rag9 1 
It is impo(ribIe that that (hould juflify me which is 
fo imperfeft and impure as to dcferve the abhor-* 
rence of my Maker and Sovereign. I now at laft 
fee my own nakednefs and wretchednefs. Behold, 
I am vile ; I abhor myfelf, all I am, and all I have ; 
nay, I juftly deferve the abhorrence of that holy 
and righteous Being with whom I have to do. If 
I have not a righteoufnefs better than my own, a 
ri^hteoufnefs anfweraBle Xo the requifitions of the 
divine law, I am well aiTured, I cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. When I review my paft 
life, and look into my depraved heart* I am con-* 
founded. God is holy, his law is pure, his juftice 
is like a flaming fire againft polluted finners, fuch 
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7» I am. In myfelf I have nothing to flielter or 
protefl me, and fhould fink into defpair, were it 
not for the glad tidings of gofpel grace, in which a 
Saviour is revealed, who is become a furety for 
ifinners, an advocate, a propitiatory facrifice, O 
for a fenfe of intereft in this precious, this Almighty 
Redeemer! What would I give, rather, what would 
I not give for this ! Lord, (hew me this favour, and 
what can I afk more ! 

" I fee that finners are made partakers of the faU 
vation of Jefus only by believing in him. But 
faith is the gift of God, How (hall I believe in 
this divine 'Saviour ? Alas ! my unbelieving heart 
debars me from the confolation of the gofpeL I 
fometimes think I will embrace Chrift,- but I feem 
to want arms to do it. I think I will come to him, 
but I feem to want feet, and cannot move towards 
him. I am convinced of mv unbelief, and of the 
want of that faith which is of the operation of God. 
I fee that without fuch a faith there can be no partF- 
cipation of pardon of fin, no enjoyment of peace 
with God, no hope of heaven. O that God would 
gfacioufly work this faith in me, by his own aU 
mighty power! Lord, conquer and fubdue my un- 
believing heart, by the light and power of thy 
word, and the attraftive beams of thy favour!*' 
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In this cafe, the trembling finner may find fome 
encouragement from fuch declarations of the divine 
word as the following. *' I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
r will be their Ood, and they fhall be my people* 
A new heart will I give you, and a right fpirit will 
I put within you. Him that cometh to me, I will 
in no wife call out. It is written in the prophets^ 
They fliall be all taught of God. Every man there- 
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me. He that fpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how fliall he not 
with him alfo freely give us all things ?** 

In a word, the returning finner wants a difco- 
very of his being received into the favour and 
friendfhip of God, through Jefus Chrift. This 
would be worth more to him than all the world. 
He is confcious of his crimes, he is oppreflfed with 
loads of guilt, and almoft overwhelmed with fear-* 
ful and defponding apprehenfiohs. He trembles to 
, approach the awful Majefty of heaven, but {land- 
ing afar off, he fniites upon his breaft, and like 
the Publican in tile temple cries, *• God.be mer* 
eiful to me a finner. Satan, and my own mifgiv- 
yig heart Would drive me from thee ; but the fenfe 
of my neceffity urges me on to feek that relief at 
thy liand which can be found np where elfe. Yet 
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bow can fuch a wretch as I am, expe£^ any token 
of mercy from thy offended Majefty ! I have fin« 
ned againft heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon ; yet make me as 
one of thv hired fervants : let me but be taken into 
thy family, and I fhall be happy, though I iliould 
occupy the meancft place, and ftand in the loweft 
order. Lord, what fliall I fay unto tliee ? Is there 
yet any mercy for my poor helplefs and polluted 
foul ? Shall I ever obtain favour in thine eyes ? O 
look upon me, and be gracious unto me, ' for the 
fake of him who died the loft to fave. 

«* I will not defpair, but endeavour to hope even 
againft hope. Thou, O God, who art infinitely 
great, art alfo infinitely good and kind. Thy 
mercy is above the heavens. Thou haft had long 
patience with me, and kept me alive from going 
down to the pit of deftruftion, I would hope, with 
the companionate defign of bringing me to the 
knowledge of thy great falvation. For whom did 
Jefus, thy beloved Son, flied his blopd ; for whom 
did he agonize and die, but for finners ? Lord, I 
am a finner, and though my crimes far exceed the 
crimes of many others, yet I find, in the days of 
his fojouming here below, he fhewed mercy on 
great finners; they obtained forgivenefsi as pat- 
terns of future grace to others, O Lord, look 
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down upon me with an eye of pity; I am greatly 
perplexed between hopes and fears, and know not 
what to do. If I look at myfelf, I fee nothing but 
grounds of difcouragement^ and of defpair. * To 
me belongeth confufion of face ; but to thee be- 
long mercies and forgivenefTes, through the death, 
of thy dear Son. This is all my hope, the only 
ground of my expeftation of pardon, of peace, and 
of reconciliation with thee. 

" And 

* '* So numerous are our offences, and fo violent 
our provocations, that, were not the blefled God 
equally fuperior to us in goodnefs, as he is in power; 
and in pardoning mercy, as he is in wjfdom; we could 
not have the leaft ground of hope. Among men, 
when a breach of private friendfliip has taken place, 
theaggreffoE, being coiifcious of the injury he has 
done, is commonly very backward to admit, that the 
aggrieved party has any benevolence for him. Thus 
it is with finners, when their coiifciences are awa- 
kened, in regard to God. Extremely backward they 
are to admit, that thcrt is forpvenefs 'zvith God, for 
fuch aggravated crimes as theirs. To relieve the dif. 
treffed foul, by obviating this very common and prcfs- 
ing difficulty, the Great Sovereign . condefccnds ta^ 
-citly to admit, that were he like us, neither pardon- 
ing nor fparing mercy would ever be cxercifed to- 
wards any of Adam's offspring. But,'Ae zj God and 
mot MAN. His thoughts, relative to pardoning mercy, 
are not our thoughts ; nor his ways, refpcfting that 

im- 
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** And is there indeed any hope for a wretch fo 
miferable and forlorn as I am ? The very pollibility 
of obtaining favour with thee, alleviates my for- 
rows, and half removes the heavy load which op« 
prefles my foul. Wilt thou be pacified towards 
me! Let me not deceive myfelf! Is not this too 
good news to be true J Have I any warrant from 
thee, O merciful God, for the hope I am cheriflx- 
ing ? Yes ! I this moment recollect what is written 
in the fcriptures of truth ; " X^et the wicked forfake 

izDportant affair, likfc our ways. Offences, compar 
rable to a debt of only Jifty pence, arc often with dif* 
ficulty forgiven by us : while he, through the blood 
of atonement, freely obliterates a debt of ^^n thou/and 
talents. Among mortals, it is an inftance of love ex- 
tremely rare, that any one ffiould lay down his life, 
even for a good man, or a public benefa£lor ; but God 
recommends his love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet finnersy and his enemies, he fent his own Son to 
die for us. Far from regulating the manifeftations of 
his compaflion according to the puny infliances of hu- 
man kindnefs ; he not only bleffes, but ^flonilhes, 
by the difplays of his matchlefs favour to fmners. — — 
Yes, God is Love ; and, therefore, he delighteth in 
mercy. What, then, could be more encouraging ; or 
what, by neccffary confequence, could moie ftrongly 
authorife, a guilty, perifbing wretch, to rely on thci 
Lord Jefus, in whom this boundlefs mercy is mani* 
feftcd ?" Booth's Glad Tidings, pag, 26. 27. 
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his nvay, and the unrigliteous man his thoughts, let 
him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. I will forgive their iniquity, and I will re- 
member their fins no more^ I even I am he that 
blottcth out thy tranfgrcflion for mine own fake, 
and will not remember th\' fins. Whofoever be- 
lieveth in Jefus (hall receive remiffion of fins. 

•' Lord, on the declarations of thy own mouth 
I venture my fouPs everlalling concerns. O help 
me fo to believe what thou haft fpoken, as that my 
fears and anxieties may be removed, and my foul 
be fatisfied of its intereft in thy favour which is 
life." 

<Juilty and felf-condemn*d I lie. 

Before thy awful throne ; 
I know I have deferv'd to die, 

Yet fave me through thy Son* 

In his dear name may I partake 

The pardon I implore ; 
And, for thy fov'reign mercy's fakc^ 

My wand'Ting feet reftorc. 

Thy healing grace, O God, impart ;,. 

Relieve my trembling foul; 
O let thy favour cheer my hearty 

And all my feai-s controuL 
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CHAP. IV- 

The Favour of God is Life to converted Perfons in 

various^ Circumjlances^ 

TTAVING confideored the text as applicable to 
the cafe of finners at their firft converfion, I 
now proceed to obferve, ' ' 

2> That tlie favour of God is life to returning 
backfliders. God's dear children are fometimes 
permitted fo turn afide from the path of duty, to fall 
into open afts of fin, or into a courfe of fecret re- 
raiflhefs, negligence, and unwatchfulnefs. When 
that is the cafe, divine comforts are fufpended, or, 
in the language of infpiration, the Lord hides his 
fcice.^ and leaves the foul in darknefs, gloominefs, 
2iid defpondency. * Through the power of indwel- 
ling fin, through the violence of Satan's tempt?- 
tions, or through the fnares of the prefent evil 
world, they forfake the Fountain of living waters, 
leave their firft: love, and turn afide after lying va- 
nities, till their hearts being hardened through the 
deceitfulnefs "of fin, they at length, perhaps, are 
overtaken with faults inconfiftent with their chriftian 
charafter, or fall into diOionourable and fcandalous 
praftices. This is greatly to be lamented. But- 
ihe £Pod Shepherd reflores his wandering flieep. 

He 
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He brings them toajuft fenfe of the evil of their 
doings, and opens afreffithe (jprings of godly for- 
row. He fays to them, ** Thine own wickednefs 
(hall correft thee, and thy backflidings fliall re- 
prove thee ;' know ttherefore and fee, that it is an 
evil thing and bitter * that thou haft forfaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith 
the Lord God of hofts." That peace, which arifeth 
from ,a view of intereft in Jefus, , is loft. The 
grieved Spirit fufpends his gracious influences, and 
the foul is filled with difquietude, diftrefs and an- 
gui(h. 

When this is the cafe, the man is brought, in 
deep humiliation, to lament after an abfent God, 
and to cry to him, with the Pfalmift, ** Reftore 
unto me the joys of thy falvatiom" To the con- 
fblations of God I am now, alas ! a ftranger. Be- 
hold, for peace I have great bitternefs ! My cafe 
is fad |ind deplorable. When I firft gave myfelf 
to the Lord, I promifed conftancy; but I have 
now forgotten and forfaketi him and am quicWy 
turned afide after vain things which cannot profit. 
Woe is me, ungrateful wretch that I am ! My un- 
kind dealing with God is unparalleled ! Who ever 
turned afide unto folly as 1 have done ? My guilty 
confcience now accufeth me, God frowns upon 
me, all my former fins are fet in array againft cne, 

they 
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they ftat-e me in the face. I am ready to queftion 
whether ever there were a favi ng change wrought 
in me. I think within myfelf, furely, none of 
God*s children ever carried it towards him as I 
have done. Such a backflider in heart and life as 
I am, mayjuftly expefl: to be filled with his own 
ways. I fometimes even fear that I have finned 
beyond the reach of mercy; having been once en- 
lightened, and after that fallen away, how is it 
poflible that I fhould be renewed again unto repent- 
ance ? May I not look rather for fiery indignation, 
than for a gracious acceptance into favour ? Or if 
my fins have not reached to that degree, I am cer- 
tain they have been attended with awful aggrava- 
tions. 1 have finned againft light and love; I have 
been guilty of frequent and dreadful relapfes; I 
have violated confcience, and grieved the Holy 
Spirit of God. Thefe confiderations wound me to 
the very heart, and cover my face with fhame and 
blufliing, fo that I am not able to look up. Had I 
provoked a fellow-creature as I have provoked the 
Moft High, what favour could I expefl ? But this 
thought relieves me, I have to do with God, and not" 
man. I will ftudy, I will plead his gracious and 
merciful declarations. Hehafth f^id, ** My people 
are bentto backfliding from me ; though they cal- 
led them to the Moft High, none at all would exalt 

F him* 
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feiiTi. How fliall I give thee up, Ephraimf How 
fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael? Howfhall I make thee, 
as Admah ? How fliall I fet thee as Zeboih ? Mine 
heart is turned within me, my fepentings a^e kindled 
together. I will not execute the fiercenefs of mine 
anger, I will not return to deftroy Ephraim; for I 
am God, and not man, the Holy One in the midft 
of thee. I will heal their backfliding, I will love 
them freely : for mine anger is turned away from 
him." * 

The backfliding chrifiian fl:ands in great need of 
the manifeftation of divine favour, in refl:oring life 
and vigour to his languifliing graces. " I have,*' fay* 
he, ** by my wanderings from God, not only loft 
the fweet fenfe of his favour, but I hav6 impo- 
veriflied my own foul, and brought it into ii lean 
and languifliing condition. My leannefs, my lean- 

* " Depth of mercy 1 can there be 
Mercy ft ill referv'd for me ? 
Gan my God his wrath forbear ? 
Me, the chief of finners, fpare ? 

Jefus fpeaks, and pleads his blood ! 
He difarms the wrath of God ; 
Now my Father's bowels move : 
Juftice lingers into love. 

Kind- 
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nefs, woe is me! My faith ftaggprs, my love is 
cold and feeble, my hope of heavea languiflies, 
the fprings of godly forvow ate dried -up, or run 
very faintly. My heart is fraitten and withered like 
grafs. A cold winter has benumbed all the aftive 
powers of my foul, and nothing but the fliowers 
of grace, and the fhining of the Sun of rigbteouf- 

nefs 

Kindled his relent in gs arc, 
Me he now delights to fpare ; 
Cries, " HoW fliall I give the^ up ?" 
Lets the lifted thunder diop^ 

There for me the Saviour ftands ; 
Skews his wounds, and fprcads his hands ! 
God is love ! I know, I feel ! 
Jefus fays he loves me flill. 

If I rightly read thy heart, 
If thou all compaflion art, 
Bow thine ear, in mercy -bow 1 
Pardon, and accept me now. 

Pity from thine eye let fall ; 
By a look ray foul recal : 
Now the ftone to flefli convert ; 
Cafl a look, and melt my heart. 

•Help mc, help me to repent, 
Let me now my fall relent ; 
Now my foul revolt deplore, 
Weep, believe, and fin no more!*' 

F2 
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nefs can revive me. In the fpring feafon, the 

Lord fends forth his Spirit, and renews the face of 

tfie earth ; O that he wojuld be gracioufly pleafed 

to give me a happy fpring feafon. in my. inner man^; 

that he would renew and revive his work in ray 

heart, and caufe the fruits of righteoufnefs to be 

produced in me^ to his praifc and glory ! By my 

carelefsnefs and floth, I have been caft into a deep 

fleep. By the idlenefs of my hands^ my foul fuf- 

fers hunger, and is reduced to a ftarving condition. 

By the indulgence of fin, I have given wounds to 

my confcience, which nothing but his grace and 

favour can heal.. Lord, return unto me, and have 

mercy upon me ; heal ray foul, for I have finned 

againft thee. Deal with me according to thy word ; 

O be mindful of the gracious promifes thou haft 

made to backfliding fouls. I will endeavour to re- 

colleft fome of them, and to plead them before thy 

tlirone of grace." 

" After two days will he revive us, in the third 

day he will raife us up, and we fhall live in hi* 
fight. I will heal their backfliding, I will love 
them freely ; for mine anger is turned away from 
him. I will be as the dew unto Ijrael : he fhall 
grow as the lily, and caft forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches fliall fpread, and his beauty ftiall be 
as the olive-tree^ and his fmcll as Lebanon, They 

that 
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that dwell under his fiiadow iliall return, they (hall 
revive ^s the corn, and grow as the vine : the fcci^t 
iherepf (hall be as the wine of Lebanon.'* 

** Lord, iFemember thefe great and precious pro- 
juifes in my behalf, and give me to experience 
thrir full accomplilhment, which will be to thy' 
poor fervant as life from the dead." 

The troubled backflider (lands in need of the 
manifeftation of divine favour, to reftore peace 
and comfort to his foul. Let us fuppofe him in his 
retired moments, expreffing the language of his 
heart in the following foliloquy- " I have, by my 
own folly and perverfenefs, loft that comfortable 
fenfe of God's favour which I once enjoyed. The 
Comforter that (hould relieve my foul, is wuh- 
drawn ; O that I knew where I might find him ! 
My foul is far off from peace; I forget profperity ; 
yea, for peace I have great bitternefs. I mourn 
like a dove, and afflifl: myfelf, but in vain. I re- 
member God, and am troubled, when I think of 
the pad experience I have had of his comforting 
prefcnce. . Thefe happy feafons are now enjoyed 
BQ longer. I fay within myfelf. Will the Lord 
€»ft oflF for ever ? Wil] he be favourable no more ? . 
Hath he in anger (hut up his tender mercies ? It is 
long fince I was favoured with the cheering light 
of his blefled countenance. There is a grept and 

F3 fad 
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fad ftrangenefs between God and my foul. Alas I 
what fliall I do to recover what I have loft ? 

" I muft juftify God, and condemn myfelf, 
even though he fliould banifh me from his bleffed 
prefence for ever. But is there no ground of hope, 
that he will be gracious unto me ? Will he not re- 
turn to the foul that feeketh him ? O what a bleffed 
feafon would it be, might I again tafte thofe hea- 
venly confolations which I once enjoyed! O that 
it were with me as in months paft, in the days 
when God preferved me; when his candle (hone 
upon my head, and when, by his light, I walked 
through darknefs ! 

•* Lord, I entreat thy favour with my whole 
heart; be merciful unto me, according to thy word. 
Hide not thy face from me, but reftore unto me 
the joys of thy falvation. Grant me thofe heavenly 
fmiles which chear the hearts of thy dear children; 
deal gracioufly with me, as thou ufeft to deal with 
thofe that love thy name. O let me regain the fenfe 
of thy life-giving favour^ for the fake of him who 
once cried, ir^ agonies on the crofs, My God, my 
God, why haft thou forfak^n me ? If I am in^ 
terefted in the benefits of his redemption, if I am 
a ehild of thine, fufFer me not to pine away in dif- 
confblation, for want of the tokens of a Father's 
love. Receive a returning prodigal to thy eaK 

braciiig 
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bracing arms, and fay unto my foul, I am thy faU 
vation.* 

Reader, if your cafe bears any refemblance to 
to that which I have been defcribing, let me entreat 
you to ponder in your heart the following gracious 
declarations.. '* I will not contend forever, neither 
will I be always wroth ; for the fpirit before me 
would be overwhelmed, and the living fouls which 
I have made, Becaufe of his iniquity, for a fliort 
time I was wroth ;. and I fmote him-, hiding my 
face in mine anger. And he departed, turning 
bacls in the way of his heart. I have feen his ways; 
and I will heal him ; I will be his Guide : and I will 
reftore comforts to him, and to his mourners.* 
For a fmall moment have I forfaken thee, but with 
great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 
I hid my face from thee,, for a moment- but with 
everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy on thee, 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer.. For the mountains 
ihall depart, and the hills be removed, but my 
kindnefs fliall not depart from thee, neither fhall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee" 

To add no more, as to this point, the returning 
backflider ftands in need of God's favour to fecure 
him from future relapfes* «* Alas!" fays he, " I 

have 

* Dr. Lowth's tranflation of Ilai, Ivii. a6, 17, 18, 19^ 
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have within me a heart bent to backflide, and prone 
to wander from God. And though I be now re- 
ftored in great mercy, I fliall certainly go aftray 
again, unlefs I am upheld and preferved by the 
favour of the Keeper of Ifrael. After God has 
fpoken peace, I amftill in danger of turning again 
to folly. * Thou, O Lord, fayeft unto me, Go and 
Jin no more; but, alas! thou knoweft my weaknefs 
and inconftancy. Hold thou me up, and I (hall 
be fafe, and let not any iniquity have dominioit 
over me. Let thy favour furround me like a fliield ; 
caufe thy face to (bine, and I fhall be faved. So 
will I not go back from thee ; quicken me, and I 
will call upon thy name. Lord, put underneath 
Die thine everlafting arm, and let thy right hand 
uphold me. 

" I have many enemies without, and many with- 
in, and having had fuch mournful proofs of my 
own unfpcakable weaknefs, and of the deceitful- 
nefs and treachery of my heart, I am jealous over 

my- 

♦ " O to grace how great a debtpr 

Daily I'm conftrain'd to be ! 
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I fc4 it, 

Prone to leave the God I love ; 
Here's my heart, Lord, take and feal il, 

Seal it from thy courts above." 
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myfeJf. O God, do thou eftablifli, ftrengthen, 
and fettle me ; for my foul depends on thee alone. 
If thou art my defence, I fliall not be greatly 
moved.'* 

The promifes of the divine word ccHitain ample 
encouragement in this refpeft. ** The fteps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord ; though he 
fall, he fhall not be utterly caft down ; for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. Surely, he 
fhall not be moved for ever. Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee ; be not difmayed, for I am thy God; 
I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eoufnefs.** 

3. Having confidered the cafe of a finner at his 
firft corvverfion, and that of the returning back- 
Aider, I would now juft briefly obferve, that the 
child of God, under heavy and prefling affli£):ion». 
ftands in need of the divine favour, and values it 
as life. The alBiftions of ihe righteous are fo 
many, -and fo various, that my reader will not ex- 
peft me to enumerate them all ; but let them be of 
what kind,, or in what form foever they may, there 
is great need of that fupport under them which God 
alone can give. Suppofe the chriftian to be exer- 
cifed with poverty and outward ftraits, which in- 
deed is no uncommon cafe, a fenfe of the divine 

fa- 
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favour will greatly fortify his mind under the trials- 
incident to fuch a ftate. • It was once the faying of 
a gracious woman, " I have many times been richly 
fed by a fuitable promife from God, when I have 
not had a morfel of meat in the houfe.** Perhaps 
none have greater opportunities of knowing what 
It is to live by faith, than the godly poor, who 
have no flock in hand on which to depend. They 
may then peculiarly encourage themfelves in tiie 
patronage of liim who is the Lord of the univerfe, 
and fay with the Pfalmift, *• I know that the Lord 
will -maintain the caufe of the affli£led, and the right* 
of the poor." It is comfortable and relieving in 
fuch a cafe to recollefl, that he hath faid, ** Rob 
not the poor, * becaufe he is poor : neither opprefs 

the afflifted in the gate. For the Lord will plead 

their 

'* The pious Author might fpeak feelingly on this 
head. At one particular period, when a fine was 
laid upon him for no other offence than preaching 
the gofpcl to poor ^nners, a fine which he was not 
able to pay, the officers feized on his furniture; and 
fold the moft neceffary uteiifils of his houfe, for a 
mere trifle, to any one who was unfeeling enough to 
purchafe them. Mrs. Hey wood requcfted it, as a fa- 
vour, that one cheft might be fpared, as it was an 
ancient piece of family furniture; but this requeft 
was not regarded. The.chefl contained a fmall (]>uaa- 
tity of oat-meal, the fcanty fupply of the family. 

The 
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their caufe." ,We ufe to fay, ** He is ridi whom 
God loves," and it is a certain U'uth; for his fa- 
vour is life. With the enjoyment of that, a little 
will go a great way. A good man not only defires 
to have the divinie permiflion to enjoy the bleflings 
of his providence, he would alfo tafte his love in 
them, and along with them. " Lord," fays he, ** I 
have little, very little, which I can call my own 
in this world; but let me enjoy thy benediSion, 
and thy favour with what I have, and I fliall be fully 
fatisfied, I am poor in this world, buit let me be 
rich in faith, rich towards God, and I afk no more* 
'Su|)pofe a good man to ftrffer in his name and 
charafter, the favour of God is his fupport* In 
fuch a cafe he may fay, ** I am denied the favour 
of men ; they reproach, perfecute, and oppfefs me ; 
but be not thou, O Lord, a terror unto me ; for 
thou art my only hopew Many of my fellow-crea- 
tures are againft me, but let me enjoy thy friend- 
ship and favour, and then I may bid defiance to 

the 

The officers took a bed-curtain, fpread it on the floor, 
poured the meal upon it, and fold the chcft. But 
God, by his favour, can fuftarh fiis children in trials 
like thefcf, and eVcrl in fuflferings ftill more fevere* 
" Ye took joyfully the fpotiing of your good*, know* 
ing that ye have in heaven^ a more fure and enduring 
fubftance**^ 
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the world. Thy approbation more than counter- 
balances all that I fuffer from the cenfures of men^ 
Let perfons of evil intentions report what they 
pleafe concerning mc, I deiire to have a good re- 
port of the truth itfelf, and pray, that by the power 
of grace, I may be fo helped to exercife myfelf, 
as to have a confcience void of oflFence, towards 
God and towards men, and then, the Handlers of 
the world will not much d if quiet me. If I am re- 
proached for the fake of Chriil, I ought to look 
upon it as a fingular honour conferred upon me, as 
Mofes counted the reproach of Chrift greater riches 
than the treafures of Egypt; for he had refpeft to 
the recompenfe of reward. I find the perfecuted 
difciples of Jefus thus addreffed, ** If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye ; for 
the Spirit of God and of glory refteth upon you," 
His followers of old rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to fuffer fhame for his name. My. mind is 
compofed to a divine calm, when I hear the Lord 
thus fpeaking in his word, " Hearken unto me, 
ye that know righteoufnefs, the people in whofe 
heart is my law ; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. I, even I, 
am he that comforteth you : who art thou, that thou 
Oiouldeft be afraid of a man that (hall die, and for- 
getteft the Lord thy Maker, who hath ftretched 

forth 
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fort^ the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and haft feared continually every day, be- 
caufe of the fury of the opjireffor, as if he were 
ready to deilroy ? . And where is the fury of the 
oppreffor ? 

Are the children of God attended with difeafcs 
in their outward man ? Nothing is fo defirable to 
them as the favourable and confolatory fmiles of 
their heavenly Father. When a good man is vifited 
•with ficknefs, and brought low by the power of 
difeafe, a variety of gloomy thoughts may becloud 
his mind, and add weight to the calamity under 
which he labours. The company, the converfe, 
and the prayers of his religious friends may, 
in that cafe, afford him relief and encourage- 
ment. But, above all, the favour of God is 
life to him, and he efteems it as fuch. If it 
pleafe the Lord, in infinite condefcenfion, to vifit 
him with the kind tokens of his love, to fpeak com- 
fortably to him, by applying the promifes of grace 
to his defponding heart, his darknefs is turned into 
day, and his mourning into joy. It is a fovereign 
fuppbrt under oppreflive diforders, to find the 
Eternal God to be our refuge, to be upheld by his 
mighty arm, and to be ftrengthened by his cheer- 
ing prefence on the bed of languifhing, when moft 
■we need his aid* When the Lord, according to 

G his 
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his own merciful promife,, ma^es all our bed in 

our ficknefs, we (hall furely find eafe in the midft 

of pain ; and though theoutward man feera to be 

perifhing, the inward man will be renewed dgy by 

day. 

Sometimes the people of God are afflified in 

"their relative capacity, and have much trouble on 

account of ^thofe who are bone of their bone, and 

flefli of their flefli. Some of thofe who He nearefi 

their hearts, are opprefled with all the weight of 

•violent attacks of ficknefs, or oriierwife wear .out 

a dying life under the languors of flow difea£s. A 

feeling heart cannot but be deeply af&£):ed in fuch 

cafes. Others of their relations are funk in all die 

depths of poverty and neceffity; while others, if 

not poor, are profane, and have not tlie fear of God 

hefore their eyes. They are violent oppofersiof all. 

that is good^ and in them the words of our Re- 

jdeemer are verified, " A man's enemies are they 

of his own houfe," In any of thefe cafes the trial 

is heavy, and the chriftian is under the neceffity of 

looking to the Lord for relief and comfort,: as ia. 

the cifcumilance laft mentioned, the prophet AfifraA 

refolved to do. -" Truft ye not in a friend, put ye 

not confidence in a guide ; keep the doors of thy 

mouth from her that lieth in thy bofom. For the 

jfon diflionoureth the father^ the daughter krifsth up 

a- 
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againft her mother. Therefore I will look unto 
the Lord : I will wak for the God of my falvation: 
my God will- hear me.** As if he had faid, ** I 
am willing to lofe the favour of my father, my 
mother, my wife, my brothers or fifters, if I may 
but enjoy the favour and friendfhip of the God of 
ray life. From him I expeft all my felicity." 

Thus in all outward troubles, the favour of God! 
is life. If it is inquired for what ends, and oxt^ 
what accounts it is fo earneftly defired in thefe cir- 
cumftances, much might be faid in reply ; but X 
ftail oniv obferve, That a fenfe of God's favour 
fweetens the bitter potion of affliftion, and lightens 
the burden of diftrefs. Our heavenly Father moft' 
certainly corre6ls hit children in love, in wifdom 
and in faithfulnefs. The end he has in view, is 
their profit, to make them partakers of his holinefs,. 
and to fit jthem for his heavenly kingdom. Afflic- 
tioQ in itfeli is not joyous, but grievous, and if not 
alkfviated by divine confolation, it would be ftill 
more fo. Hence the affli6led chriilian fometimes 
fays, " If I can but fee that the heart of my hea- 
venly Father is towards me, while his corrcftive 
hand is upon me, I (hall be fatisfied. If he is 
pleafed to wound me in the tendereft part, I 
fhall be contented, if I may but be aflured that 
it i& tlie wound of a friend, I will fay, •* It is 

G 2 the 



76 - LIFE IK* 

the Lord, let him do to me as feemeth good m hiy 
fight." But how can I bear the preflure of afBiflion 
without a fenfe of his favour !" 

Let the afflifi:ed chriftian confider well thefe di- 
vine declarations, and take the comfort of them.. 
**- If ve be without chaftifement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bafiards, and not fons. We 
had fathers of our ftelh, which correfted us, and 
we gave them reverence : (hall we not much rather- 
be in fubjeftion to the Father of fpirits, and live ? 
For they verily for a few days chaftened us, after 
their own pleafure ; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holinefs. By this fhall 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the 
fruit, to take away his fin. For whom the Lord 
loveth he correfteth, even as a father the fon in 
whom he delighteth. I will bring the third part 
through tlie fire, and will refine them as filver is 
refined, and will try them as gold is tried : they 
fhall call on my name, and I will hear them ; I will 
fay, It is my people ; and they fliall fay, The Lord 
is my God." 

But befides the outward troubles which we have 
jufl: mentioned, there are troubles of a more inter- 
nal and fpiritual kind, in refpeft to which, the 
favour of God is the be ft relief. Such, for in- 
ftance, as arife from confcious guilt, and an ap- 

' prehenfion 
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jn^henfion of God's difpleafure, becaufe of fin. 
AVliat caa a guilty, condemned malefaflor defire, 
fo much as the Judge's favour ? To one oppreffed 
wUh the fear of God's anger, the only remedy is a 
difcovery of his love. 

Much inward trouble arifes from a fenfe of the 
power and prevalence of the impurity and corrup- 
tion of the heart. This makes the chriftian often 
cry out with the apoftle Paul^ **' O wretched man 
that I am, who (hall deliver me from the body of 
this death.'' A fenfe of the divine favour will lead 
ns alfo to fay with him, " I thank God through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord.'^ 

The furious affaults of temptation are likewifc 
very trying to the children of God, and affurance 
of his favour the beft fhield of. defence, whereby 
tiiey are enabled to quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. The temptations of the grand adver- 
fary of fouls, who goes about as a roaring lion, feek- 
ing whom he may devour, occafion much trouble 
to the pious man. He often fays within himfelf. 
When fhall the happy moment arrive, that God 
fhall bruife Satan under my feet? O when fhall 
it once be ? When the enemy comes in like a flood, 
may the Spirit of the Lord lift up a ftandard againft 
him. When the meffenger of Satan comes to 
buffet me, may Jefus manifeft his favour, and fay 
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unto me, " My grace is fufEcient for thee, mjr 
ftreiigth is made perfeft through weaknefs.** May 
he who was tempted in all points like as we are, 
and who knows how to fuccour them that are 
tempted, fuccour me, and furround me with his 
favour, like a fhield. He knows how I am hur- 
ried and haraffed, and fometimes even terrified by 
the roaring lion of the bottomlefs pit, may he 
ftrengthen me with flrength in my foul, to fight the 
good fight.of faith, and make me more than con- 
qucior through his love. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Favour of God is Lift to dying Pcrfons, 

TX/^E come now in the laft place, under this head, 
to confider the words of our text with re- 
ference to dying perfons. In that awful period to 
which we muft all come, when we muft pafs tlu"ough 
the valley of the fliadow of death, meet the king 
of terrors, and be perfonally engaged in clofe con- 
flift with that laft enemy, we fhall find, that an 
intereft in the divine favour will be of the greateft 
importance. When, not only all created enjoy- 
ments muft be given up, but life itfelf muft be re- 
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figned, and our heart and flefh fail us, it will be of 
the greatefl: confequence to know^ upon fure and 
certain grounds, that God is the ftrength of ouv 
heart, and our portion for ever. The good man 
Avill then, more than at any former period, be lead 
to fay. In hisfuvour is life. 

The fweet experience of the divine favour will 
be above all thing.? defirable, to fatisfy the foul of its 
being in a ftateof fafety. Perhaps the dying man 
hath been often doubting and difputing his intereft 
in the Redeemer, and his title to the heavenly iur 
heritance, while in heahh and vigour. If, under 
the power of a threatening diftemper, and in the 
immediate profpeSs of his diflblution, thefe hefita- 
tions flill remain, the bed of languifhing will be 
very uneafy to him. He will probably exprefs the 
anxieties of his mind in Tome fuch language a& the 
following : 

•' Alas ! what (hall I do ? I believe myfelf to be 
a dying man, and my foul, I fear, is in a dangerous 
ilate. I am paifing into another world, and I know 
not where I fhall land. I am going tlie way I 
fliall never return; it is a great journey, and an 
awful one. O eternity, eternity, how folemn is the 
profpe£l ! How near am I now either to heaven or 
hell, to eternal falvation, or everlajB:ing damnation ! 
My paft fins and follies crowd afrefli into my re- 
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membrance, and difquiet my cotifcience. I am 
doubtful e£ the truth of my repentance, becaufe* 
my heart is deceitful, the work, is great, and at« 
tended with many difficulties. It is certain many 
do deceive themfelveSj and think they are fomething 
when they are nothing. I tremble, and am fore 
afraid, left I fhould be found one of that number. 
Shall I fay, with the* dying Emperor of Bame, 
" O my poor wandering, trembling, felf-flattering 
fouli whither art thou going I Thou muft no longer 
hold converfe with men, nor enjoy thy former de- 
lights anymore; ah, whither art thou going!" Or 
fhall my cafe be like that of him who faid, • I have 
lived anxioufly, and I die doubtingly!' Alas! t 
am afiraid to part with life, and leave this worldv 
not knowing whether God be my friend ot my 
enemy. O what would I give for a fetisfying 
teftimony of my Reconciliation with God ! The- 
affurance of his favour would be worth more to me 
than ten thoufand worlds. Would he be gracioufly 
pleafed to fmile upon my foul, and Irft up upon me 
the light of his countenance, I fliould not be afraid 
to die. Lord, thy favour is liffe to a dying man ; 
graht me, O grant me fome kind token of it ; how 
elfe fliall I pafs this gloomy vale, and launch forth 
into the unknown abyfs of eternity ! 

' •• Death 
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** Deatli is armed with a dreadful fting, and ac- 
companied with' many terrors. His fting I feel 
within me, his terrors fhake my trembling foul, 
and pierce me through. I fee his ghaftly looks, i 
behold his horrid grin, and even feel his fangs faf- 
tening on my wafting flefh. My breath is corrupt, 
my days are extinft, the graves are ready for me. 

merciful Redeemer, fpeak peace to my anxious 
bofom, fay to my foul, *- I am thy falVation ! I will 
deliver thee from going down to the pit, for I have 
redeemed thee, and given my own life a ranfom 
for thee. I have tafted death for thee, 1 have en- 
countered and fubdued thy dreaded foe, to make 
thee more than conqueror over him.' 

" Lord, help me to believe thy faithful word, and- 
to take the comfort of it. Haft thou not faid, * O 
death, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be 
thy deftruSion ?' Haft thou not wrefted the wea- 
pon out of the enemy's hand', and deftroyed him 
that had the power of death, that thou mighteft be 
the Deliverer of them who through fear of death 
were all their life-time fiibjeft to bondage ? Lord, 

1 believe, help thou my unbelief. — I fee, I feel 
the thick gloom begin to break, and the light of di- 
vine favour beaming on my foul. The wounds 
of my dying Saviour are heaKng to my languifhing 
heart* He takes the fting of death away, and gives 

me 
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me peace by the blood of bis crofs. My God 

through this is reconciled, I hear his pardoning 

voice, I feel his celefiial confolations, and can; 

now adopt the triumphant challenge, O death, 

where is thy fting ? O grave, where is thy viSory ?- 

Thanks be to God who giveth us the viSory through. 

our Lord Jefus Chrift ! Now, Lord, letteft thou 

thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 

Iben thy falvation. Though I walk through the 

ralley of the fliadow of death, I will fear no eril,. 

fer thou ut with me I" * 

It 

* The following truly fublime efFuftOns of Dr. 
Young's evangelical mufe, can never be too much. 
admired* 

To man the bleeding crofs has promis'd all ; 
The blcjeding crofo has fworn eternal grace. 

O what is this? Survey the- wond'rous curc^. 

And at each ftep let higher wonder rife! 

Pardon for infinite offence! And pardon 

Through means that fpeak its value infinite ! 

A pardon bought with blood f With blood divine !" 

With blood divine of hioi I made my foe ! 

Perfifted to provoke 1 Though woo'd and aw'd ; 

Blcfl and chaftis'd, a flagrant rebel ftill ! 

A rebel *roidft the thunders of his throne! 

Nor I alone ! a rebel univerfe ! 

My fpecies up in arms \ Not one exempt ! 

Yet for the fouleft of the foul he dies ! 

O'er 
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It is'nhrough the favottr of God, that the foul 
immediately, on its difmiffion from the body, is 
i^ceiveii into the jaanfions of glory. Nqne but 
the obje£ls ot his love are adn>it:(ed into hi^prefence* 
chai^nber. It is true, we hear not his audible voice, 
as the penitent thief did, fayiog. To-day ^uiU thou 
he with me in paradife. Yet "GoA fpeaks tons by 
his faithful word of promife, smd en that ground 
the believer may fay with the Plalmift, '' God fhali 
redeem my fotU from the power of the grave, for 
.he fliall receive me«*' That is. He fhall receive 

me 

'O'er guilt (how mountainous!) with out-ftretch'd 

arms 
Stern jufticc and fofc'fmiling love cmbrac'd. 
Supporting in'^'*llniaj>efty his throne, 
Whin IpenoiM its aaqjcfty to need iupportt 
;Or that or i^an iacvitably loft,. 
What but the fathomlefs of thought divine 
X3ould labour fuch expedient from defpair, 
And refcuc both? Both refcue ! Both exalt! — 
■ This, only tin's, fcihdaes the fear of death, 
:Here.is firmiooting; here H folid rock 5 
This canXupport u« ; all is fca befides : 
Sinks under .us ; bellorms and then devours. 
Fond then we are, and juftly fond of faith : 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb* 
Death's terror is the mountain faith removes, 
That mountain-barrier between man -and peace* ' 
^2«i faith difarms deftru&ioxu 
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me, by his Fpecial favour, into a (late of fafety and 
faappinefs. 

With what holy joy and tranfport inay we look 
through death's dark vale, when we fee the erowa 
in our Redeemer's hands, ready toibe plaeed on 
our heads ! When we beholdthe bleffed Jefus reAdy 
to put the viftorious palm in our hands, and to fix 
our ftation among the triumphant throng, who have 
come out of great tribulation, and have wafhed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lambi 

The dying faint may, with holy confidence, com- 
mit his foul to the hands of his Redeemer, and be 
perfuaded of its fafety there. He may fay, *' Lord, 
I am now taking my leave of this world, and of my 
dying body, receive my departing fpirit ; let an- 
gels be its convoy to Abraham's bofom. I leave 
my duft alfo to thy care, regardlefs of the infighi- 
ficant ceremony of a pompous funeral. Let my 
unfettered foul, difmiffed from the burden of the 
flefli, afcend to thee, my portion and my h^ppinefs ; 
let it take the wings of a dove, let it fly away, and 
be at reft!" ! . 

Through the divine favour, the dying faint che- 
rifhes the fure and certain hope of a bleffed and glo- 
rious refurreftion at the laft day. ** The earthly 
houfe/' fays he, *' of this tabernacle ziiuft be taken 
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dowii ; I mufl:<drop thefe clothes of flefh, as Elij^ 
dropped his mamie when he afcended to the ikies. 
This my Ceeble frame is diflblving ; it will prefcntJy 
be a lifelefs mafs, aod oiuA turn to duft and cor- 
ruption. It will be the feafi of worms, and mingle 
with the common mould. Y«t in this flate of dif- 
honour, through Ae favour of God, my crumbling 
bones and wailing flefh ihall be the c<a:e of Heaven. 
My foody fliall fleep in Jeiiis : it was redeemed by 
him« as well as ray feul. And at the laft great 
fifing day, my fcattered duft ihall be gathered up 
s^n, and this vile body fae £aihioned liJce ChrlA's 
glorious body, according to his working, who is 
able to fubdue all things unto bimfelf. 

** I am fully aflured by Him tha^ cannot lie, that 
a happy re-union of body and foul ihall take place, 
at the refurreAion of the juft. The £bul defcend- 
ing with its triun^phant Redeemer, ihall n>eet the 
glorified body, newly rifen from the tomb, and 
both be fweetly and happily united, to jar no more, 
nor ever more to know a ieparaition^ What a joy- 
ful union, what a happy mau^riage^y will this be, 
between the foul made perfeft in purity, and the 
gloriJSed body ! FleCh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. The body will be dignified with 
fpirituaiity, with immortality, and with fuch inef- 
fable glojy, that it will fl>ine lik-e'die Ion in the 
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kingdom of our Father. So wonderfully will this 
fickly, difeafed, afflifted body of mine be changed, 
that it will neither need food, phyfic, nor fleep ; 
but be as the angels of God, which are in heaven. 
Then {hall I be feated on a throne,, along with thofe 
bleJed ones who, as our divine Redeemer tells us, 
(hall judge the twelve tribes of Ifrael, 

O happy, triumphant day ! Day of refrefhment 
from the prefence of the Lord, after the labours 
and toils of this pilgrimage. ftate ! The favour of 
the great Judge of all will then appear to be of in- 
finite value. It is of little confequence who are 
my friends, or who my enemies in the prefent ftate ; 
if Jefus Chrift be my Friend, it is enough. He 
is now my Advocate with the Father, and will then 
be my Judge, to acquit me from every charge, 
through his own all -p erf eft righteoufnefs. He will 
then own and honour the meaneft of his followers, 
and Iqok on them with a fmile of approbation and 
favour," which ■\A^ill fill their fouls with unfpeaka- 
We JQ^'. The meaning of our text will then be per- 
feftly iirifolded, and fweetly realized, In his favour 
is Hfe» 

Think, O pious reader, on that -happy period 
when the once fuflPering, but now exalted Saviour 
will receive all his followers, with a hearty wel- 
come, to the promifed kingdom, prepared for them 

from 
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from the foundation of the worJd. When he will 
fay, with his own gracious lips, in the prefence and 
hearing of affembled worlds, *' Come, ye bleffed 
of my Father, approach to me, come to my arms,, 
come to my bofom. Come, and receive the king- 
dom of which you have fo often heard, and for 
which you have fo long hoped and waited with ear- 
neft expeftation. Come, and enter into the full 
.andeverlafting poffeflionof it. Come, and fit with 
me on my throne, even as I, your Leader, and the 
Captain of your falvation, have overcome all ene- 
mies, and am fat down with my Father on his throne^ 
Welconie, my dear difciples, to your heavenly reft. 
Enter ye into the joy of your Lprd. Ye have been 
faithful unto death, and I now give you, according. 
to my promife, the crown of life. You have owned 
Hie on earth, and I now will own you in heaven.. 
Ye (hall be mine for ever. You chofe and pre- 
ferred my favour before the world, and now you 
ftiall poffefs it tayour full fatisfa6lion.. Yqu fliall 
be placed on my right hand, while others, as you 
fee, ftand on my left. I manifefted my favour ta 
you, in fome degree, while you fojourned in the 
wildernefs below, but now I will do it more fully 
and completely* Come to my everlafting embrace,, 
from which nothing can henceforth exclude you. 
To bring you to this enjoyment, I gave my life at: 

H 2 ran- 
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died. This was the jojr which was fct before m^, 
when I endured the croft, and defpifed the ffaame^ 
that I might bring many fons unto glory. This is 
the felicity which I promifed to beftow upon you j 
and you fee, I have not deceived you. Thefe are 
the Ditanfions I came before you to prepare^ Thi« 
is lh& kingdom which it is yottr Father's good plea« 
fure to give you. It is not tfie reward of any me- 
ritorious anions which you have perform^, but a 
ftuit of that free favour of God which is your life» 
and by which you Kvc for ever.'* 

What can we fuppofe die ranfomed of ityt Lord 
«o fay, in anfwer lo this gracious proclamation from 
the eternal throne ? Will they not^ in the deepe ft 
felf-abafement, and with raptures of aftoniflmient 
and divine. delight, afcribe all their falvatioii to 
God, and to the Lamb ? Will they not cry with a 
kmd voice, tuned to celcftial harmony, «« Bleffing 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever!*' 

Let the reader who is born from above, and call- 
ed, by divine grace, to glory and virtue, realize 
tohimfelf, by the elevations of devout contempla- 
tion, the enjoyments, the honours, and the tranf- 
ports of that day, which will more than crown all 
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his wiflies, and far exceed his mod enlarged ex- 
peftations. Let him bear with patience and forti- 
tude the trials and troubles of his wafting and tran- 
fitory life, and reckon that the afIli61:ions of t'ne 
prefent time are not worthy to be compared witli 
the glory which jfhall be revealed in us. ' Let him 
look on death as a vanquifhed foe, and even bid 
him welcome when he approaches ; for the favour 
of God is life to the dying believer. Let him fay, 
as fortified by a well-grounded hope of intereft in 
this, " I can now bid adieu to this vain world,- and 
to all it contains; I can venture down into the peace- 
ful grave, where my body fhall flecp, as in a bed 
of fpices, till the great rifing day, while my foul 
afcends to Abraha?n's bofom. My heart is glad, 
and my glory rejolceth; my flefh alfo fliall reft in 
hope ; for I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he (hall ftand at the latter day upon the earth : 
And though after my (kin, worms deftroy this body, 
yet in my flefli fhall I fee God : Whom 1 fhall fee 
for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold, and not 
another, though my reins be confumed within me." 

** When death appears before my fight 

In all his dire array, 
Unequal to the dreadful fight, 

My courage dies away, 

H 3 How 
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How Ihall I meet this potent foe, 
Whofe frown my foul alarms? 

Dark horror fits upon his brow, 
And vi6l*ry waits his arms. 

But fee my glorious Leader nigh f 
My Lord, my Saviour lives ; 

Before him all death's terrors fly ; 
My fainting heart revives. 

Lord, let thy love be my defence, 

My (hicld for ever near ; 
Then faith fliall triumph over fenfe. 

And never yield to fear. 

Then (hall I meet the dreadful hour> 

With fortitude divine ; 
Suftain'd by thy almighty pow'r. 

The conquefl mud be mine« 

What though fubdu'd this body lies. 
Slain ia the mortal ftrile ; 

My fpirit fliall unconquer^d rife 
To a diviner life. 

Lord, I commit my Ibul to thee ; 

Accept the iacred truil, 
Receive this nobler part of me, 

And watch my fieeping duil : 

Till that illuftrious morning coxhe, 
When all thy faints fliall rife, 

And, cloth'd in full, immortal bloom^ 
Attend thee in the ikies« 
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M^hen thy triumphant armies fing 

The honours of thy name, 
And hcav'n^s eternal arches ring 

With « Glory to the Lamb !" 

Then may I join the raptur'd lays, 

And, with the blifsful throng, 
Refound, " Salvation, pow'r, and praifc/' 

In an eternal fong.'* 

« 

CHAP. VI. 

IVkai thai Life is which proceeds from the Tavour 

of God, 

Tl EFORE wedifmirs the dodrlnal part of our fub- - 

jeft, we (hall briefly confider, What that life 
is, which the favour of God confers. In the ex- 
plication of the terms of our text, we hinted, that 
natural life, fpiritual life, and the life of comfort, 
and happinefs are all dependent on the divine fa- 
vour. To amplify the fubjeft a little more, we 
would proceed to fay, That a life of juftification 
originates in the fame glorious caufe. A ftate of 
juftification may be emphatically called a ftate of 
life. A man a6hially condemned, is legally dead* 
A full pardon gives him, in a law fenfe, a new , 

life. 
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life. So in a fpiritual refpeft, a juft, or jullifiod 
perfon is faid to live, and to live by faith. 

The juftification of a finner before God is not by 
any works of his own ; but only through the right- 
eoufnefs of Jefus Chrift imputed to him, ^nd re- 
ceived by faith. It is one of the moll glorious tniths 
revealed in the fcriptures, and that which diftin- 
guifhes the gofpel fyftem from every other fyftem 
of religion, that our divine Redeemer (hould be- 
come the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every 
one that believeth ; that he who knew no fin, (hould 
be made fin for us, fhould bear our fins in his ov/n 
body on the tree, put them away by the l^crifice 
of himfelf, to the end that we, by his obedience 
unto death, might be made righteous. 

On this .divine plan, the merit of human works 
is cut off, and al) boafting in ourfelves entirely and 
for ever excluded. The juftification of a finner in 
the fight of his Maker and his Judge, is not of debt 
but of grace, or free favour. *' We arejuftified 
frieely.by his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Jefus Chrift." The God of all grace, according 
to his abundant mercy, provided, appointed, and 
accepted the wonderful expedient, fo needful for 
poor, ruined, helplefs finners, and fo honourable 
to all his own attributes. ** To him that worketh 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

But 
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But to him that worketh not, but believdh on htm 
tbat juftifieth the ungodly, his £ati«h is counted for 
lighteoufnefs/' 

The whole is the contrivance of infinite wifdom^. 
and unbounded love. The poor finner, who can* 
not pay one mite, in order to fatisfy divine jufikc 
for his multiplied offences, is fet clear of every 
charge, and of all condemnation, upon his accept- 
ing of Chriftby faith, as the Lord our righteoufnefs* 
The faith itfelf, by which he receives him, is the 
free gift of God^ Here is, grace upon grace,, ac 
favour upon favour, all entirely and abfolutely free* 
A poor arretted debtor accounts it a great favour, 
if a friend will become furety for him, and flill 
greater, if he will difcharge all his debts, and fet hlia 
perfeQly free. Jefus Chrift, our great Surety, ha» 
done this for us,' miferable offendCTs;, fo that who« 
foever believeth in him is juftified from all things,, 
and everlaftingly accepted in the fight of God, 
*' Who fliall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
eleft? It is God that juftifieth, who is he that con^ 
demneth? It is Chrift that died, yea, rather, that is 
rifen again. For as he died for our fins, he rofe 
again for our juftification. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them that are in Chrift Jefus,. 
and, as a proof of their being fo, walk not after the 
flelh, but after the Spirit/' What aftoniihing fa« 

vouc 
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vour h this ! Favour, in which is our life ! What an^ 
admirable contrivance of. rich and free grace ! * A 
contrivance by which at once fin is expofed in all 
its hatefuhiefs, condemned and punifhed, the jullice 
of* God is fully fatisfied, the violations of his law 
more than repaired, its precepts intinitely honoured^ 

and 

♦ ** There is nothing in the law's facred injun£lions 
which Chrift, as our Surety, did not pertorm, no- 
thing in its awful threatenings which he did not faf» 
tain: He fulfilled all its precepts, by an. unfpotted 
purity of heart, and the mofl perfeft integrity of life. 
He exhauftedits whole curfe when he hung upon the 
crofs, abandoned by the Father, and a. bleeding vic- 
tim for the fins of men. This obedience brings 
higher honour to the divine law, than it could have 
received from- the uninterrupted duty of Adam, and 
all his pofterity, in all their generations. 

May the bleffed Spirit enable you to believe, that 
your fins are expiated through the death of Jefus 
Chrift, that a righteoufnefs is given you, by which 
you may have free and welcome accefs to God, the 
merit of which you may plead, for obtaining all the 
blcffings of time and eternity 1 Will this alienate 
your ailt^tions from your almighty Benefaftor ? Will 
this irritate evil concupifcence, or fend you to car- 
nal gratifications in queft of happincfs? Quite the 
reverfe. When this faith is wrought in your heart, 
nothing will be fo powerful to produce holy love, 
and willing obedience; to exalt your defires, and 
enable you to overcome the woild. Mul- 
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and the poor finner, guilty, condemned, and utterly 
helplefs in himfelf, accepted as righteous before 
the divine throne, and as completely juflified as if 
he had never tranfgreffed. This is that wonderful 

.ex- 

Multitudes of poor finners are held fafl in the Fatal 
fnares of vice, by their ignorance of this fweet, con- 
folatory truth. They find themfelves deeply ob- 
noxious to divine juflice, and feel themfelves ftrongly 
bound by the chains of fcnfuality. They think it 
is impoflible to. clear the enormous fcore of their guilt, 
impoflible to deliver themfelves from the confirmed" 
dominion of fin. Therefore, like defperate debtors, 
they ftifle every ferious thought, left a confcioufnefs 
of their long arrears, and a profpeft of the dreadful 
reckoning, fhould torment them before the time. 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely mer- 
ciful Son of God has undertaken to redeem fuch un- 
done and helplefi finners; that he has thoroughly 
expiated the moft horrid tranfgredions, and procured^ 
even for ungodly wretches, all the needful fupplies. 
of ftrengthening grace; that, inftead of being pro- 
hibited, they are invited to partake, freely to partake 
of thefe unfpeakable bleflings •,— were they acquainted 
with thefe glad, tidings of the gofpel, furely they 
wouldburft their chains, and fpring to liberty. Thefe 
truths, if once revealed in their hearts, would, of all 
confiderations, be moft effeftual to make them free* 
Tlie gracious Redeemer himfelf has faid, Ye Jliall knozo 
the truths and the truth Jhall make you free, Hervey's 
Theron ailti Afpalio, Dial, xiv. 
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expedient which excites the attention and admiration 
of angelic minds. They floop down to contemplate 
the myftery divine, and defire to look into it. Thi« 
is that expedient in which grace reigns, in which 
it triumphs in all its fovereignty, and in all its glory, 
through the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, unto eter- 
nal life. 

The fan3ification of our natures, clofely con* 
nefied with what we have juft mentioned, by which 
we are enabled to live to God, is alfo the effeft of 
divine favour, ** I live, yet not I, but Chrift 
]ivetfa in mc." He lives in me by his Holy Spirit, 
forming me after bis image, and producing in me 
thofe gracious habits, fpiritual difpofitions, and 
holy aSs, which are pleafingin his fight. The iffue 
of thefe is new and evangelical obedience to his will* 

Sanguification is the produ£lion of gnice. Every 
chriflian, as fuch^ is the workmanfliip of God, 
created in Chrift Jefus unto good works ; he nxxf 
therefore fay, in his meafure, with the apoftle 
Paul, " By the grace of God I am what I am.** 
And as it is God's grace which produces in us every 
holy diipofition, fo it is the fame grace which 
quickens and excites thefe difpofitions from time 
to time, into fpiritual a3ion. It is in this light ^at 
we are to un^rftand the words of our divine Sa- 
viour, when he fays, ** Without me ye q|B do no. 

thing,- 
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thing:'* ! Kfrfefily'iionfofiriaWe to this, his i'nfpired 
apoftie has told lis, thaft tt is <3od which worketh 
in us, both to will and to do of his good pleafure. 
The holy principle in the heart, which is as a well 
of water fpringing up to everlafting life, is given by 
Kim, inwhomithgfefi pleafe* the Father thirt all fuW 
nefs flxotrld rfVeH. ' 

It IS' the vety God of peace who fan6tifie$ hi4 
children wholly, and who fills them with the fruits 
<jf righteoufnefs, which are by Jcfus Chrift, to- his- 
own ^ry and praife. Progrefs in fan£!ifieatioii> 
power to perform religious duties aright; and ff^fli 
affiftances for new' encounters and undeitakings^i 
are itom him. Let none fay that bur fyftemis un- 
friendly to holinefs,- becaufe it excludes human 
works from having any place in a finner's juftificaw 
Hon; for holiAefs of heart and life is infeparabl^ 
from the biefling of free juftification by *he right- 
coufiiefs of Jefus ChrifL W^ allow hollnefs to 
have the place which God has afligned it in his 
word, though We dare not fubftitute it in the room 
of the Redeemer's obedience unto death. 

It is a certain truth, that where Chrift is a Sa- 
viour he will be a Sovereign. He is the Author 
of eternal falvation to them that obey him. His be- 
nefits fend his perfon cannot be dividfed ; the virtue 
oi his death is cdnneSed with its value> Newnefs. 

I - of 



€if heart an4 of life is a&.neceflaiy in i|9 places ^ 
freedom from wrath and condemaatioiu : Ghriiiis. 
made of God unto us fan£lification as well as rigbt.- 
eoufnefs, and every fmcere believer. ts. created iii 
Chrifi Jefus unto good works^ which God hadi be- 
fore ordained that we £iould walk ii^ thera.< The* 
liberated fou}« whom the Captain ;of falvation hath 
Qiade free fmm the power of im* U thankful for 
deliverance from his former fetters, as well as for 
the difcharge of his enormous debts* An acquittal 
ia open court would not render a priibner ^ppy». 
iltilefs he w€M'e alfo releafed from hoAd«ige. In like 
manner^ «ujr /al'v^ion by Jefus would not be cotiw 
plele« iml^fs we were delivered frc^ the p^^weir, ^^ 
well as from die guilt of fin. Strength* to; ferve 
God, and to do his will from the hearty is a de»> 
firable favour, as well as deliverance frjpm condem« 
natio9 afid. wrath* The believer . '^njoy^ botlu 
Surely ihaU oae fey^ In the Lordhaife I rightefCH*f^ 
nefs and fireng(b« : . *' 

The neceflary comforts, and ftipppits of life; af- 
forded to us in a new-covenant way, are bleflings 
flowing from God's favour. Man lives not by 
bread. alone« but by every word which preceedetb 
put q{ the mouth of the Lord* Heblefleth our 
breads and our waler, and ma^s our excernal ea« 
joyfnems conducive to the ftippoft and the C^omfort 

of 
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of our lives. It is the chriftian's happinefs to re:. 
ceive ali the bleffings of providence as bleflings en- 
fured to him by that everlafting. covenant, which is 
ordered in all things and fure. As fuch they aire 
-cxpreflions of God's favour. This feems to be 
the meaning of the apoftle^s words, when he 
fays concerning the temporal neceflities of the faints, 
•• My God £hall fupply all your need, according 
to bis riches in glory by Chrift Jefiis.** There are 
riches in glory, or glorious riches in Chrift Jefus, 
according to which every blefiing is bellowed. 
All your wants of foul and body are hence f applied* 
Let the believer dwell, in his thoughts, on this pre- 
vious portion of fcripturc, and by an aftive faith 
feed on ^e marrow and fatnefs of it. 

The wiMrd of God abounds with expreffions to 
diis purpofe, that these is bo want to them that fear 
hiffl; thatihe ihall give them the defire of tlieir 
he^rt; tjbtat they (kail inherit the easth ; that he will 
witb^bold iK>good thing from them ;. that, ieeking 
firft the kingdom of God and his righleoufnefs, all 
thefe tilings fhall be added unto them ; that is, not 
as common mercies,, but as bleflings enfured by 
promife, and as tokens of fpecial iavour. Thus, 
the Lord fpake concerning his ancient people, . by 
the prophet J,eremiah^ '* I will rejoice over them 
ID do them good, and I will plant them in this land 

I 9 affuredly;. 
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afluredly, with my wholeheart, and with my whole 
foul/' Here are temporal bleflings : accoitipanied 
with fpecial favour. 

, .Sometimes the Lord beflow« gifts in dJfpWftfre ; 
as when he fed the Ifraehtes with quails in the wil- 
deniefs^ Awful is that divine declaration to a difo- 
bedient and gain -fay tag people, " Thus faith the 
Lord, I will curfe your bleflings, yea, T have clirfed 
them already.** But a child of God partakes of 
the bounties of his hand in mercy, ,and as tokens 
and teflimonies of fpecial favour. This makes them 
4oubly precious axid valuables ; \ 

How fweet our daily comforts prove. 
When they are feafon'd with his loyie V 

Xenophon^ fpeaking of the kindnefs of Cyrus to 
his friends, relates, that he gave a cup of gold ta 
Artabazus, and a falute to Chryfantas ; the fonher 
complained that he had been treated with )efs kind* 
nefs than his friend, becaufe the falute of tyrus 'was 
a token of greater favour to Chryfantasy than the 
golden cup was to him. It is certain, that there is 
more value in the tokens of favour which the Al- 
mighty grants to his poor, defpifed, and ai&i6led 
people, than there is in all the treafiires of the rich 
and the great. Whatever the portion of his chiK 
^ren be here as to quantity, it is, - in quality, like 
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Senjamtn*s mefs, five times larger thaa that of 
others ; becaufe it is accofrnpahied with the favouri 
and fotll of the bieffing of the Lord. 

But if the gifts of ^provickruce are tokens of the 
divane favour, then what may be faid of the life <rf 
felicity and ^ory m heaven ? Eternal life is the 
gift of God, aoid a gift of fpecial favour and love. 
•* I give unto them," faiththe Lord ol* glory, " eter- 
nal life, and they fliall never perifh." The Father 
freely gave his beloved Son ; the Son as freely gave 
himfelf for us. " This is the record^ that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in liis Son.'' 
The divine gift is free to us, though it was not fo 
to otn* Redeemeiu The manner m which it is 
conferred on us, and conveyed to us, is wonder^ 
fid J but, ifo far from tefiTcning, it greatly enhances 
the fffvour, that!fp muczfa mtfil be done, and (o much 
cndared^by the Son of Cod, in order to bring our 
fouls 'to heaven. Well may we. write the tvord 
FAVOUR in capital letters on all the ftq)s whereby 
. we anre advanced toglosy,. ind upon every link of 
that golden chain which raifcs us fcom^ earth to 
keai^^en, from the ixulerstble abyfs of our natural 
fikte, to ^pae^iik ofOod's immedfate prefettce* 

Oe ^falniiil fsith, im ^he knguage of lively 
hope'^'Tlioa w3t guide me wWi thy oounfel, and 
afterw^d9TeoetV9 me tt> gbryl^'' And Jefos affures 

1 3 )irs 
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his followers, that they fliall poflefs the ptomifeS 
inheritance as the fruit of God*s good pleafure, not^ 
withftanding the difcouragemetits under which they 
often labour. " Fear riot, little flock, it is ybur 
Father's good pleafure to give you the kingdom." 
Reader, if ever you come to the pofleflion of that 
kingdom, you muft be carried thither iii the bofom 
of God's favour. No man that enters the pearly 
gates of the celeftial city, can fay, " I have ob- 
tained this felicity by my own defervings," • The 
heavenly inheritance is bequeathed by favour, not 
obtained by merit, A boafting, felf^fufficient 
iRomtpi prieft once faid, ^.I will not accept oi 
heaven gratis.'* The glorified inhabitants of that 
celeftial place fpeak another language; they all 
unite in caiting down their crbwna before thp throne^ 
debafing diem fel vies to the lo.weft< degree, 'and cry* 
ing, '* Salvation to him' that litteth lipon the? thrdne, 
and to the Lamb.foreverand'everJ'^' '; 

We (hall clofe this -chapter: by confidering, in a 
few words. Why cliriftians efteom God'^ffavoucto 
be their life. • '>• . r .v f- > r / .' ' ^> t. 

They aire induced to do tkis^ becatrfe^th^ haw 
that illuminafion of niindv^hioh leads thiemKQ -fee 
the dlffereijce bettrfeen ithe eaJeytn^ntoft©Qd;*find 
all other enjoy mefrts, M'hateteri }There)fel.rochriD- 
finite exceUeiacy in'the:lbu0iai9^ Q&.yi'{eliilityv ^rid 

^ * :^ I fucb 
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fu^ vanity and emptinefs in the creature, that diey^ 
whofe minds are in any degree enlightened, muft 
know what ichbicAto ni^ke. . Gsod is the chief 
^ood^ other objefis,' in comparifon 'with him,' are 
empty, deceitful and vain. . Or,> to fj^ak.more 
properly, vanity o£ vanities, and vexation of ^Hirit. 
A child of God is, thrdugh grace, enabl^il to judge 
of things aright, and as they are in their own nature. 
The apoftie Paul prayed for the PAilippianSt that 
their love might abound ipbre and more in all know* 
ledge, and in all judgment, thaijfhey might difpem 
the things which differ. To as to approvie thpfe. which 
are excellent. Enlightened fouls turn away with_ 
difguft from a jdeluding Morld, and Ipokfor all their, 
felicity in that atUgracious -Being whqfe favour jthey 
efteem as'life ; laying with tlie Pftlta^ift^ r" Whom 
hiave I in hej<ven>bptftbeQ, jajid therie i^none uport 
earth I ddirfe ih«C(}ftA^'^'' . Th^ri^ '^i^n epe'tgy 
inthefe Words,. ^hic^.thpilghthie go()d.tpan fcehi 
.the. commentatQi:^ ^^mk^PI' eitprais*^ The' gracious 
,foUl feems to fpeak in t^^ perfpri,.,and \Y\\h thenfc 
^}op,of afRqi^fc ideclarii^ tjm '^9%fWiy ^ftkh 
^^u^lSe^y^n i^i^^rould.fseco^iibrtlefs apd.Ufil4ti^ 
fafto?yrx?yi,<^ou^/th?pref^nce.o£ Jier .|?feloyedj,lVeT 
4%^h>^^f^i^ h^rXahalio^^ . .. ;.. , . ^i i .; 
oj A; true chriftiaq has uot only hi^ ur>4erftanding 
jtzdigh^nedy bpt bis .yili^and ageClif^^^&i^ig^d, 
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A man in a fbteoF nuttne fsvoucetlinotdae dntigi 
idiich are above ; hxxt he tlai in fcr^ptime is denow 
minated a new cseature, is poBfSci of a new heart. 
Hm is born of God, and afluafted ly a noble andl 
evangeliod principle, by which be is difpofed to 
make a wife and happy cbevce.- The holy angeU 
in heaven, and the fpirits of jnft men made pei&Ar 
look with inilHIerence on alil^at which' is moft co«- 
veted and defired by the mm of this worid. They 
take little notice of earthly treafnres, mitres:, £cep^ 
ires, crowns or' kingdoms. One fmile of God's 
hce is of more value,, in Aeir efiimation^ Asai all 
the pofleiEons and honours whici the world can 
aifibrd. The di^ofition of a triie £lint beats fome 
&inl reAnxblance to the elevation of cdeftial beings,, 
fo far^s toen^le him to efteem.the divine d^oux 
Jiis^ life; and to look for al> Ins felitity from it. 
«' They 'l«^ho ai^ after the Hbfii d^ 'nrind the thin^ 
dthe flefli, "but ^y that are srter iht Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit.** ' Thai is to fay, thofe wh©^ 
at« under ifhe guidafite) influence; and dominion 
of^ ths^ Holy Ghd#, aftid of the gf»ciaus principles 
tfrhkh he prodtKJed in thehii in (heii- ¥egfen«reltkm, 
' rtilnd fpiarJftiaV tilings ; they cimfe^, th^ j^nrfue, 
and they delight in thofe objefbwSitfca^ebl'i »di. 
vine and heavenly nature, as being agreeable to 
their renewed and fanfHfied inciiiiati<ms, amd'aci. 
^- cording 



g6d's favour. .fO^ 

cording to the di£l9tes of the Spirit of. God. Rai- 
der, yqvL are} happy if you are coafcious that this 
is your cafe, and your daily experience. 

The true chriflian hath known fomething of the 
bitternefs of fin, and of God's difplesJure againft 
it, and' hath found the iiBpoflibility of obtaining 
reft to his foul any where but in a recoociled God, 
through- Jefus Chrift. * A nialefafto? at the bar 
may make many efforts to put off his grief; hut no- 
thing will give full relief to his mind but his prii>ce*^s 
favour, ^mopifefied iuafealed pardon.. Thus it is 
with a converted finner,, >vho.tes |cfU th^, terrors of 
a broken law, and been alarmed with apprehenfions 
of the divine difpleafura. Nothing can compofe 
his mind, and quiet his anxious bofom, but the fa« 
vour ^nd frien^fcip pf ^^^^ almighty Being whom 
he has grievoufly offended. Totalk to him pf the 
hpnourss richies a^nd pleafuires of this wprld, is like 
finging fongs to qnCi who is of at heavy heart. They 
relieve him not, but rather add weight to his bur- 
den, and increafe his fadnefs. The language of 
the gracious man is, My foul thirfteth for God, tho,^ 

• In vairi the trembling confcience feeks 
Some folid ground to reft upon ; 
With long defpair the fpirit breaks. 
Till we apply to Chrift aiozve. 
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Hving God. As the hart panteth for th£ water* 
brooks, ft) panteth my foul after thee, O God." • 
Fitially, the true chriftian is enabled to view things 
by an eye of faith, and as fuch, is dire6led and' de- 
termined what to chufe^ and to purfue* ** We 
look not at the things which are feen, b^t at the 
things which are not feen: for, the things which 
are feen are temporal ; but the things whidi are not 
feen are eternal." Thus, ** by faift, Mojes, when 
he was come to years, refufed to be called itit fon 
of Pharaoh's daughter; chocking rather to fufler 
ifffi&io» with the people oi God, thantaenjby Ae 
pleaforesof lin for afeafon ; efteemmg-the reproach 
i>f Chrift greater nches than thetreaffures of Egypi' 
•for he had refpeft tothe cecompence of the reward.** 
Tlie eye of faith overlooks aM ^he glory of this 
world, and lays its honour in ihe daft. It draws 
a veil over the world^s deceitful charms^. rniA con- 
templates heavenly dbj[efts inlihefcc^attfve Inftre and 

beauty. 

♦ Other refuge have I none;: 

Hangs my helple£s foul on thee p 
Leave, ah I leave me not alone, , 
Lord, fupport and comfort fne I. 

All my truft on theo is ftay'd, 
All my help from thee I bring v 

Cover my de^mcelefs'head 
With the ftiadow of thy wing.. ^ 



beauty. Faith realizes the things, of tber kingdom 
of God, and as fuch, is theviftonr which over- 
cometh the world, tt looks within- the veil, takes 
the dimenfions of the.heavenly inheritance, furveys 
the eeleftial country, and forms a pioper eftimate 
both of things below, andbihiti^ abot^^ and engages 
and dire3s the foul toix^e aj^opear vdCiation of the 
one and of the other., A chviftian*sjil<4s a life of 
faith. He walks by fakh, and |i<rt:>y fight and 
fenfe. Faith quickly difcems k)w little the objefts 
of fenfe can contribute to folid happmefs, and that 
the favour of God ^Icmeits liSiib Me ^fth^ ibul. In 
his favour is Ufe. ■ ' - ■ 

« 

Vain eairthly delights • .. v 

No more I defire, 
, To infinite heights 

My wifhes afpire ; 
Lord, thou art my treafure, 

My portion and choice ; 
And in tl;iy good pleafurc , 

My foul fliall rejoice* . . 

The wofld I refign, 

Aud^Uitcanglvc'; 
Lord, if I am thine, 

Securely I live. 

If 
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If thou art my Saviour, 

In thee I have all; 

Tm tlell in thy favour, 
Whate'er me befaL 
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In all my di ftneisr : 

Thy -mercy is near. 
My griefs torodtefs, • . 

And vahquifli my fdar ; '- ^ I 
For thou art omnifcient 

Each danger to ffy ; 
And God all-fufficient, ' j - 

My needs to fupply. . 

• • • • 

When earth can afford 

No comfort or eafe, 
I find in thy word 

Celeftiai peace: 
If all the creation ' 

Upon me fhould frown, ' 
Thy glorious falvation 

My wifhes will crown. 



Having gone through the doSrinal part of our 
fuhjeS, wefliall next endeavour to apply what has 
been advanced, 

« m 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Tke SubjeB applied by IVay of Information^ 

TF the reader is pleafed to review the foregoing 
pages, he will find, that by the favour of God 
we underftand, his kindnefs in a way ot common 
providence, the peculiar inftances of his goodnefs^ 
the diftinguifhing afts of his grace, and the com- 
fortable enjoyment of his fpecial love^ This is de- 
nominated life^ as it is the caufe, the objeft, the 
regulation^ and the end of a pious man*s life. We 
have confidered the fubjeft with refpeft to a fin* 
ner's firft converfion, his being led into the way of 
peace, and brought into a ftate of acceptance with 
God through Jefus Chrift, We have obferved, 
that divine favour reftores us from a backfliding 
ftate, fupportj us under every kind of affliftion, 
and fortifies our minds in the near approach of 
death. We have confidered, that from ^hje favour 
of God proceeds a life of juftification, of fanftifica/- 
tion, of perfeverance in grace andhollnefs,, and of 
glorification after death. We have finally remarked 
the reafons why God's children put fuch a value 
upon his favour as to account it life. Their minds 
are divinely illuminated, .their .wills and afFeftions 
are (anfUfied, ;hey have tafted that the l»ord is gra- 

^i ''1'*' -1." • ■* 
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cious, and their eftimatlon of things is not after tlic 
flelh, but by faith. If the reader will favour us 
with his ferious attention, we fliall now endeavour 
to apply what has been advanced. And that, firft, 
"by way of information. 

It appears from what has been faid on this im- 
portant fubjeft, that lif: is a rich mercy. It mull 
be fo, fince it is the produftion of God's favour. 
In his favour is life. It is that good thing by which 
the Pfalmift illuftrates and exemplifies the favour of 
God. He does not fay, In his favour are to be 
enjoyed wifdom, riches, health and kind relations ; 
tut. In his favour is life. Though tliofe are great 
meircies, yet life is greater. Natural life is a fun- 
damental blefling. If that is fufpended, or taken 
away, all the comforts of life ceafe. Nature de- 
sires a perpetuation of its being, and fliudders at 
the thought of its diflblution. Satan, the father of 

* 

lies, can fometimes fpeak truth, as he did when he 
faid, '* Skin for fkiii, and all that a man hath will 
lie give for his life." It is owing to the favour of 
God that we liave any being, though we are at- 
tended with many affliftions, and rank with the 
loweft of his reafonable creatures. Exiftence is 
what the Sovereign of the univeirfe did not owe us. 
** I will fing unto Gpd," faid David, " as long as I 
live; I will fing praife unto my God, while I have 

my 
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my being." Becaufe we have life or being fronr 
biiD, and are dependent on him for the fupport and 
continuance of it. 

The outward comforts of life are alfo the fruits 
of God's favour. As it is of his mercy that we are 
not confumed for our unnumbered offences againft. 
him, it is owing to the fame benignity that his mer>- 
cies are renewed to us every mornings yea, every 
moment. His iavour is the life of our enjoyments^' 
the mercy of our lives. On his goodnefs our daily 
comforts depend. He not only redeemeth our life 
from de{lru6lion, but he crowneth us with loving* 
kindnefs and tender mercies^ When we receive a- 
benefit from a fellow-creature,, we do not fix our at- 
tention on the hand, that bellows it, and own our ob- 
ligation to that ; it is the kind difpofition of our. 
benefactor which affedls us, and excites our grati- 
tude. In like manner, the bleffings of providence 
are to be received with thankfgiving^ becaufe they 
are the fruits of divine favour. That is the fource 
of all our fupplieSy fince by our offences againft 
God we have forfeited every enjoyment. Let us. 
then pay our cqnllant acknowledgments to him for 
them» and fay with the grateful patriarch, *' I am 
not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which thou haft fhewed unto thy fer- 
«nt." 

Kft We 



We muft ftill recolkft the diflmflioh alrea<ly ob^ 
ferved, between God's fpecial favour to his own 
children, and that which is common to all men. 
As to the latter, it is extended to the good and the 
bad, the juft and the unjuft. ** No man: knoweth 
either love or hatred, by all that is before him. 
All things come alike to all, there is one event to 
the righteous and to the wicked ; to the good and 
to the clean, and to the unclean ; U> hira tl>at facri* 
ficeth, and to him that facrificeth not : As is th«> 
good, fo is the (inner; and be that fweareth, as h9 
that feareth an oath/' God is good to all, and bia 
tender mercies are over all his works. Even hi» 
avowed enemies often partakfrbfgely of bi&bounty^ 

But let it be obferved, that God*s peculiar fa- 
vour is infinitely bett€rthan alloutward antfworldljr 
enjoyments. Th?re is fo great a difference be« 
tween thefe, that they will Hot bear a qomparifon^ 

Among the ancient heathen philofaphers ther^ 
were long difputations about the chief good of man. 
They bewildered themfelves in endlefs inquiriea, 
smd were unable, after all their* refearches, to bring 
the matter to any fatisfaftory conclufion. But di-- 
vine revelation determines the point at once. The 
chief good of man cohfifts in the enjoyment of the 
divine favour. That alone conftitutes his complete 
felicity, «* There be manv/* favs the Pfalmift, 
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** that fay, Who will (hew us any good ? But, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us." Let us be affured of thy favour, and 
we a{k no more. Let others make the beft of what 
this world can afford ; 

Yea, let them ftretch their arms likcfeas, 

And grafp in all the (hore ; 
Grant us the vifits of thy face. 

And we defire no more; 

The favour of God is the- fpring. and fountain 
of all favours; and without difpute, the original 
cauie hath more in it than the effefts. His favour 
is a full and plentiful inheritance, for he is the foun- 
tain of living waters, while created comforts arc 
but broken citterns,, which, can hold no water. 

His favour alone can fatisfy the boundlefs crav- 
ings of a rational and immortal foul. Created com- 
forts cannot do it. This only gives fol id peace and 
cj^uietnefs to the otherwife reftlefs mind,, and af- 
fords full contentment to all its enlarged wilhes. 
The Author of our being formed our fouls for him- 
felf, and they will never be at reft till they centre 
in him. " Hearken diligently unto me, ^and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your foul delight 
itfelf in fatnefs ; I will make an everlafting cove- 
nant with you,, even thefure mercies of David.'' 

K3. The 



114 ^^f^ ^^ 

The foul of man is fpiritual in its nature, and 
therefore carnal and corporeal objeSs cannot be a 
fuitable good for it. He is denominated a fooliflt 
man, who would Tay to bis foul, '• Soul take thine 
eafe, — thou haft goods laid up for many years/* 
What were thefe goods to his foul ? There is no 
proportion between earthly goods and the cravings 
of the foul. But the favour of God, the enjoy- 
ment of infinite excellence, is a fuitablegood for 
it. The fprinkling of the dew moiftens the furface 
t)nly of the grafs and herbs of the field, biH when 
God fends a plentiful rain to water his inheritance^ 
the foil itfelf is faturized, and the parched ground 
drinks its fill, and is fatisfied. It is thus with the 
foul when it is filled, as theapoftle fpeaks, with all 
the fiilnefs of God. A fpiritual good alone fuits 
the nature of fpiritual faculties and capacities. 

The favour of God is to be defircd for itfelf, a^ 
the ultimate objeft of our wifhes. Created enjoy- 
ments are only defirable for inferior ends. Bread 
is defirable to fatisfy hunger, and phyfic for the re- 
Covery of health ; but God is to be defired for 
what he is in himfelf, and' the produftions of his 
hand only in fuboirdination to him. AH treated 
things muft be referred to their great Original, as 
the efficient caufe and end of them* They tnay be 
confidered as helps to a man in his journey, but 

they 
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th€y are not the end to Which his views fliould be 
direfted. 

The fevour of God is an independent good» 
The foul that enjoys it has ehough to conftitute its^ 
happinefs in thfe ab fence 'of ^created objefts. The 
felicity of the Taints in^ heaveit is liot dependent on 
any thing external. The vifion and enjoyment of 
God conftitute all their blift, Bleffed are the pure 
in heart, for they fliall f<ie God. He himfelf fliall 
be with them, aud be their God. This is^be fum 
of their happinefs.- And ihu* it U,- ifa an inferior 
degree, with holy fouls on earth. 

The favour of God is an infinite good» It can 
at oncf fill and fatisfy millions and millions of the 
fpirits of good men made perfeft in heaven, as well 
as faints on earth;^^ Th6 i^ural fun gives light only 
to one hemifphere at a time, but ^ the light of (Jod's 
countenance,' in ^ glorious ifaaftn^r,' diffufes celef- 
tial felicity through all the regions of paradife at 
the fame period. AH the blefled angels and faints 
above enjoy the full beams of God*s favour, and 
the more diftant rays of it gladden many hearts upon 
earth. That which fills and fatisfies both heaven 
and earth lit once, though in different proportions, 
muft needs be infinite. 

The favour of God is unmixed, pure, and per- 
feft, like the pure river of the water of life, clear 

as 



3H6 LIFE in ^> 

as cryfial. The full enjoyment of it gives light 
and no darknefs, health and no ficknefs, life and 
no death, blefling and no curfe, fulnefs of joy, and 
no forrow. Even in this lower worlds fo far as 
the light of God's countenance fhines upon the 
£6uls of his children^ and is not intercepted with 
the fogs and mills, of ignorance, fears and guilt» 
there is no defeft in it.. In worldly enjoyments 
there are mixtures of vexation of fpirit, and there- 
fore they are but vanity. But the favour of God 
is^ ascooTidered initfelf, an. unmixed a^d perfeQ 
goodl 

The fkvour e£ Go A is like wife very powerful. 
It can at once ciure the foul of all its coniplaints. 
k can resetter tl^e- clouds of d^knefs^, remove all 
doubts aiid fears^ and drive away fad and melan- 
choly thoughts in a* moment.. *' In the multitude of 
my. thoughts widiin me, thy comforts delight my 
foul." No* comforts have fuch efficacy as. God's 
eomfQrts. Carnal mirth is like the crackling of 
thorns under a pot. In the mid ft of laughter the 
heart is forrowful, and the end of that mirth is hea- 
vinefs. But ^e beamings of God's favour can 
raife the foul from the loweft Aate of deje£^ion and 
difconfolation. His favour can turn our darkness 

« 

kito day, our diftraftion into perfeft peace, our 
fiorm into a calm, our mourning, into joy, and our 

very 
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very hell ii\^ heaven. ' ^^BehoJd.Tor peace 1 had 
great bitternefs; butlHou haft, in love to my foul, 
delivered it from the pit of corruption ; for thou haft 
caft all my fins behind thy back. Thou haft turned 
forme my mourning into joy, thou baft put. off my 
fackcloth, and girded me with gladnefs*'* 

The favour of God is a fure and certain good. 
This cannot be 'laid of any earthly enjoyment. 
They are all uncertain to the poffeflbr. A proud 
felf-fufficien<; man once made his boaft, that there 
were three things wbicjti he could not Ipfe, his learn* 
ing, his i^^:l;i^s,*jand, tte •kixig'& ?avQi,ir* /But he 
proved to be deceived i^ tt^i^ his vain confidence. 
He loft all the three idols of his heart. His prince's, 
favour was capricioufly wiuhdrawn, his wealth. Vas 
taken from him, and tq complete the meafureof his 
calamity, he loft his reafon, and confequently his 
learning. But the favour of' God is confiant, per- 
manent, and everlafting. The grace it beftows is, 
at length, perfefted in glory. - The path of the juft 
is like a fhining light, which fhines more and more 
Vinto the perfefl: day. 

Reader, the hints which I have here given you 
are but ftiort, but I hape yqu will think them wor- 
thy of your ferious attention. Review them, weigh 
them well, and may almighty grace determiine your 
heart to look foi^ all your felicity from that merci- 
ful 5ind gracious Being whgfe favQur is life I 
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When fancy fpreads her boldefi Mrings^ 

And wanders unconfin'd, 
Amid th' unbounded fcene of thin^ 

Which entertain the mind :: 

In vain I trace creation o'er. 

In fearch of facred reft ; 
The whole creation is too poor^ 

Too mean, to make me bleft,. 

In vain would this low^ world cmplojr 

Each flattering fpecious wile; 
There's nought can yield fubftantial joy 

But my Creator's fmilc 

Let earth and all her charms depart,. 

Unworthy of the mind; 
In God alone this reftlefsliearl 

Jin equal good can find*. 

Great Spring of all felicity. 

To whom my wiflies tend. 
Do not thefe wiOies rife from thee, 

And in thy favour end ? 

Thy favour, Lord, is all I want, 

Here would my fpirit reft ; 

O feal the rich, the boundlefs grant. 

And make me fully bleft I 

CHAFv 
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CHAP« V4IU 

TA« SulgeB farther in^roved^ iy Way ofConviBion^ 

TF the favour of God l}e the life of his children, 
they muft be in an unhappy condition who have 
no reafon to Relieve themTelvesln a ftate of accept- 
ance with him. To live and die under the dif- 
pleafure of the Mod High, is miferable indeed. 
It had been better for fuch, as our Lord faid con- 
cerning Judas ^ if they had never "been torn. O 
finners, how can you live; how dare you die in 
fuch a ftate ? If the great Judge of the world dif- 
own you at laft, who do you think will take pity 
on you ? By what ftrange expedient do you fortify 
your minds again ft the terrors of that awful day? 
Can you eat, drinlc, fleep, and purfue your diver- 
lions, while you are yet in a flate of enmity with 
God? 

Perhaps you mind not thefe things, but put off 
all thought of the affairs of your fouls, and of what 
will become of you hereafter. This is aftonifhing in- 
deed, fince you are notaffured of one hour's longer 
continuance in (his world. But what will you do 
in the day of vifitatton, when the king of terrors 
makes his approach ? Can you Tiope for an exemp- 
£ion £com the awful ftroke of his killing hand?. Or 

caa 
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tan yott expeft a reprieve whjen he is commiffionecl 
to make you his prey ? You futely cannot fuppofe 
that you (hall die, like a brute, and know neither 
happinefs^nor mifery when! life is gone. You can* 
not be fo foolifh as to imagine, that if there be a 
ftate of future happinefs, you can enter into it with* 
out reconciliation with God.. You cannot think 
of pofleffifig it in a way dire&ly contraty to his 
word and will. Life is in God's favour. I .may 
fay to him who is the enemy of the Almighty, as 
it was faid to Abivuleck^ " Thou art but a dead 



man." 



If you are in this Hate you have no fpiritual life, 
but are dead in trefpaffes and fins. Though you 
have a name to live, yoa are flill dead* A dead 
carcafe may be dreffed and adorned in a fplendid 
manner, but its ornaments will not give it life. He 
who is not in a ftate of friendfliip with God, what- 
ever gilts or talents he may poffefs, or whatever 
duties he may perform, is ftill in a ftate of death. 

He is likewife under the fentence of condemna- 
tion. The law pafles this fentence upon him ; the 
word of God declares him to be condemned al- 
ready. By fin he has forfeited all right even to 
the comforts of this life, though it plcafes the Fa* 
iher of mercies to beftow them upon hirti, yet he 
is but in the ftate of the condemned. There is no 

mo*- 
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moment of his life in which he is not liable to the 
Execution of that awful fentence which the law 
pafles upon him. His life hangs in doubt, and 
depends on th.e mercy of his offended Judge. The 
almighty Sovereign has declared, that the workers 
jof iniquity fliall be ciit off, that he is angry with the 
wicked every day ; if they turn not he will whet 
his fword, he hath bent his Bow and made it re,ady ; 
lie hath prepared for them the inflruments of death. 

How then, O finner, can'j'ou be thoughtlefs and 
Tecure, how can you refl quietly under the weight 
of all your crimes, and in fp much danger ? You 
know not that you fhall live another day, anothei* 
hour. Death may meet you at your board, in youc 
bed, in the field, or on the high way, and at once 
remove you from this world to another. You may 
be of the number of thofe who perifh at the rebuke 
'of his countenance* When he fends the gliaftly 
mcffenger to fummon you away, you cannot evade 
the call. 

But what is ftlll more awful, if you die in a flate 
of impenitence, you will immediately enter on the 
bitter pangs of eternal death. O confider what 
it will be to have your fouls evcrlaftingly banifhed 
from the favourable prefence of God, and fhut up 
in darknefs and perpetual defpair. Can you read 
Cuch awakening declarations as the following, with- 

L out 
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out trembling? " He (hall take vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift : who fliall be puniflicd with 
everlafting deftruftion from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power !*' Though 
you can now live contented without the enjoyment 
of God's favour, your eyes will then be opened te 
fee the infinite value of it. 

The withdrawings of the light of God's counte- 
nance for a time, have filled holy fouls in this world 
' with deep diffrefs and forrow. What then will it 
be to lie -expo fed to his awful indignation for ever ? 
Your vain and delufive hopes, O finners, will then 
cxift no more, the felf-flattering delufion will be 
at an end. Your fet^fual delights will be over; in 
the room ofthem, there will be weeping and wail- 
ing and gnaftiing of teeth, drinking of the wine of 
the wrath of God, poured- out without mixture. 
O dreadful ftate of hopelefs mifery, where their 
worm dieth not, and wherethe fire '4s not quenched ! 

Think, O finners, on 'the dangerous condition 
of your poor fouls, while there is yet hope of flee- 
ing from the wrath to come. There is but a ftep 
between you and death, between you and that ever- 
lafting punifliment prepared hr the devil and his 
angek. Your breath is in your noftrils, when that 
departs, your everlafting fiate is unalterably fixed. 

Your 
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Tour hearts, I fear, are hardened through the de- 
eeitfulncfs of fin, fo thit the threatening^ of God, 
your Maker, and your Judge, make no impreffions 
on them. Is not this a fad indication that you are' 
ripening for ruin? You are fleeping on the bed of 
carnal fecurity, yet" your judgment lingereth not, 
_ Think on the mi ferablfe condition of thofe un- 
Kappy men,, who were once- as carelefs and as un- 
concerned as you can be,^ but are now lifting up 
dieir eyes in hell, being in torments, and crying in 
vain for a drop of water to cool their tongues. They 
are execrating thofe days of vanity, when they - 
lived in this world as you do now. They are call- 
ing themfelves a thoufand fools, for that ftupidity, 
that forgetfulnefs of God, that difregard of the 
threatcnings of his wrath, and of the promifes of 
his mercy, of which you are now living examples. 
And. ancient writer ufed to fay, •' I would not 
for all the worid be in the ftate of an unconverted 
xnan for one hour,- left, in that hour, death fhould 
cut me off, and the dungeon of eternal darknefs 
receive me." What fhall I fay to you, O poor 
unconcerned finners, to roufe you from your fatal 
fecurity? Who can dwell with devouring frre! 
Who can dwell with everlafting burnings ! Will 
yoH liot begin' ferioully to inquire how you fliall 
efcape that dreadful and never-ending punifliment, 

L 2 which 
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which is the juft reward of your multiplied tranfi 
greffions ? Muft it always be the lot of poor minif- 
icrs to labour in vain, and to fay, with the lament- 
ing prophet, •' Who hath believed our report ?" If 
you die in a ftate of impenitence, you will lAoft 
certainly feel, ere long, what you will not now be- 
lieve. The threatenings ' of God's holy word will 
not fall to the ground. In the latter day,^ when all 
hope isj paft, you will confider them, and feel ta 
your coft, that it is a fearful thing to fall imp the 
hands of the living God. You fay, " I ftiall have 
peace though I walk' in tlie way of my own heart,** 
but it will be feen by and by, whofe word IhaU 
ftand, yours, or that of the God of truth. Death 
and judgment will decide the controverfy. 

Perhaps fome will fay, '* You are very harfh and 
fevere; why do you dwell fo much upon God's 
favour ? Will he difown his creatures ? We hope 
he is more merciful than you would reprefent him.'* 

To this I anfwer, by afking fu<:h perfons, ** Da 
you imagine that all men are in a Hate of acceptance 
with their Maker? Do you think that none IhaU 
be hereafter punifhed for their crimes? If you will 
pot believe the awful declarations of Ms own mouth, 
^ut make the God of truth a liar, you will be con- 
vinced of your miftake, when conviftion will come 
too late, and coft you dear. Hath he not faid^ that 

hQ 
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he will not be merciful to any wicked and impeni- 
tent tranfgreflbr? Hath he not faid of fume, " They 
are a people of no underftanding, therefore he that 
made them will have no mercy on them, he that 
formed them will (hew them no favour ?" 

How dreadful is the fiate of that man who can- 
not be happy unlefs God falfify his word, but who 
muft perifli if his word be true ! He Iiath faid moft 
pofitively, for fubftance, that impenitent perfons arc 
not in his favour, that unconverted, unholy men 
cannot be faved, yet you hope it may be otherwife: 
that is to fay, you hope that he who Tpeaks to you 
in his facred word, is not God.; for, if he be God, 
he muft be holy, righteous, juft and true, and not 
altogether fuch a one asyourfelves. But know, O 
finners, that juftice and judgment arc the habita- 
tion of his throne. He will by no means clear the 
guilty, the peifevering fmner. He will reprove 
you, and fet your fins in order before you. Con- 
fider this, ye that forget God, left he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 

There are fome perfons who may be called />re- 
fumers on God's favour. They imagine themfelves 
in a ftate of acceptance with their Maker, yet have 
no fcriptural evidence of their being fo. But that 
confidence, which/ is not fupported by the divine 
wordi is no better than prefumption. A poor man 

L3 may 
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may imagine that a diftant relation, who is veiy 
rich, will bequeath to him a confiderable part of 
his inheritance; but if he has no promife, nor any- 
kind of intimation from the proprietor of the eftatc, 
that he will do fo, the poor man's expeftation is ill 
founded; in faft it is prefumption. It is like the 
wild conceit of the infatuated Athenian^ who ima- 
gined that every Ihip which entered the harbour 
was his own. In matters of religion, we often 
findthofe perfons themoft confident, who have the 
leaft ground or reafon to be fo; 

There is a manifeft difference between a pre- 
fumptuous finner, and a man of real piety. The 
one is bold and confident, without any regard to 
the declarations of God in his facred word; the 
other is jealous over himfelf, left he ihould be de- 
ceived, and often diftreffed with- fears and raifgiv- 
ings of mind. The one talks of nothing but the 
mercy of God, withput any regard to his holinefs, 
bis juftice an(J his truth. The other is affefted with 
that view of the divine charaSer which is given 
us in the bible. He trembles before the Majefty of 
a fin- avenging God; and can take no encourage- 
ftient from any propofed fyftem, which does not 
difcover how divine juftice can be fatisfied for the 
offences he has committed, as well as mercy dif. 
played in pardoning them^ Nothing can give his 

wounded 
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wounded conCcience relief, but that which fecures 
due honour to God, in all his attributes* 

The prefuming finner regards nothing fo much 
as his own fecurity from deftruftion ; the gracious 
man' is concerned, not only about the pardon of 
his fins, and tlie jufiification of his perfon, but 
about the purification of his heart, and the confor- 
mity of his life to the will of God. He hungers 
and thirfts after righteoufnefs, and cries with the 
Pfalmi£, *' O tliat my ways were direfted to keep 
thy ftatutes ! Then fhall I not be afhamed when I 
have refpeft to all thy commandments." He knows, 
that though the falvation ol' the foul is entirely of 
the free grace of God, through the atonement of 
Jefus Chrift, yet where that falvation is expe- 
rienced in reality, the fruits of it will be apparent. 
This confid^iation prevents him from being too 
bold and confident in concluding upon his intereft 
in the divine favour. It is far from being my in- 
tention to encourage a ftate of fufpence, of doubt- 
ing, and of diftruft, in the minds of fincere chrif- 
tians. Let not fuch caft away^heir confidence, but 
rather let them give diligence to the full affurance 
of hope to the end. The reader* fhould remember, 
that I am now addrefling myfelf to fuch as prefume 
that they are in God's favour, on improper and un- 
certain grounds. For inftance. 

One 
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One man thinks himfclf in God's favour, becaure 
he is indulged with worldly profperity. But this 
we have feen is an improper conclufion. Another 
thinks well of his ftate becaufe he is^attended with 
many troubles and calamities. But afflictions are 
no /igns of favour, unlefs they are fan6):ified, and 
produce the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs in thofe 
who are exercifed thereby. One thii^ks his ftate 
good becaufe he hcars^ the word preached regularly, 
and enjoys the ordinances of God in their appointed 
feafons. But many will fay at laft, " We have 
eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and thou haft 
- taught in our ftreets;*^ to whom the great Judge will 
reply, " I never knew you." Another concludes 
he is one of God's children, becaufe he has acquired 
a good degree of religious knowledge, can talk 
fluently on divine fubjefts, and expupfs himfelf in 
prayer with great readinefs a^nd propriety. But let 
him remember, that Judas had gifts as well as the 
reft of the apoftlesj and though a perfon could 
fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, and have 
not charity, he is nothing. 

One man thinks himfelf in the favour of God, 
becaufe his life is very diflFerent to what it was at a 
former period. But reformation is not regenera- 
tion. • An ther concludes he is the obje^l of God's 
love, becaufe he is bountiful a.ad liberal to the ne- 

ceilitous^ 
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ccflitous. But though I fliould give all my goods 
to feed the poor and have not charity,' I am no- 
thing. One man is perfuaded of his intereft in. 
God's favour, becaufe he every day offers up many 
prayers, and attends to oth6r religious duties. But 
the hypocritical pharifees made long prayers ; and 
Saul^ before his converfion, thought himfelf blame* 
lefs touching the righteoufnefs which ik of the law. 
Another concludes it is well with him, becaufe he 
finds pleafure and joy in religious exercifes. But 
let him, read with ferious attention the parable of 
the fower. A certain clafs of profefTors are there 
defcribed, who heard the word with joy, but hav- 
ing no root in themfelves, their pro^fefTion came to 
nothing. From all thefe hints it is plain, that a 
man may eafily flatter himfelf into a miftaken con* 
fidence of his^being in the favour of God, and think 
himfelf fomething when in fa£l he is nothing, and 
fo deceive his own foul. 

Many of the- things which I have mentioned are 
in themfelves good and commendable ; but they are 
not fufficient evidences of God*s fpecial favour.. 
More fubftantial and fatisfying grounds fhould be 
inquired after, according to the word of God. 
There is no cafe in which men are more liable to 
Reception than that which is now under our tonfu 
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deration; nor is there- anji cafeln. wiifch a.decep 
tion is attended with greater danger;. 

The prophet Micak had^to do. with^a felD-flattering 
race oF men in his day, who faid, "'Is not the Lord 
among us ? No evil can come onto us*!' Alas \ 
poor finners • it is not your bold and unfliaken con- 
fidence of fafety, but fcriptural evidence, tiaat is 
to be regarded, in this weighty concern. It is aw^ 
ful to hear deluded (inners fpeak of their elevated 
hopes ol being in God's favour, while it is evident 
from the temper of their minds, and the whole 
conduft of their lives, that they have neither: part 
nor lot in this matter, but are in the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and in the bond of iniquity.. Gan you be in 
God's favour who never experienced a real change 
from nature to grace ? You who were never deli-* 
vered from the power of darknefs, never tranflated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son ? You who 
never knew what evangelical repentance means; 
who never had ypun hearts purified by faith ia. tifc - 
divine Saviour ?■ 

Can you imagine yourfelves to be in God*s fa- 
vour, who never devoted yourfelves to him, to be 
gpverned, ruled and guided by him ? You who are 
fati&fied with the mere form of godlincfs without its 
power ? You who ti*ke pleafure in fecret fins, . live 
in- tbcm^^and are unwilling to part with them? Have 

you.. 
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you never read, never ferioufly confidered, the 
words of the. pious Pfalmift, " If I regard iniquity 
in ray heart, the Lord will not hear my prayer." 

The world may flatter you ; if you feek thepraife 
of men, you may have your reward. Even good 
men, in the judgment of charity, may .be difpofed 
to think well of you. You may have quietnefs in 
your own confciences, and lull yourfelves to fleep 
on the bed of fecurity, and ft ill be in a ftate of the 
^eateft danger. Like the foolifh virgins, you may 
<:ome to a Ihut door at laft, when he from within 
^ill fay unto you, ** Depart from me, I know you 
not, ye workers of iniquity.'* O that you may fee 
your danger before it be too late ! Read with fe- 
rioufnefs the parable juft referred to, I mean that 
of the ten virgins. The foolilh ones faw their er- 
ror when, sdas ! it could not be reftified. They 
applied indeed to the wife, hut their application 
was fruitlefs. In vain they cried, •* Lord, Lord» 
iOpkn to us." The door of mercy was flimt for ever^ 
and the workers of iniquity utterly and finally dit 
owned.. " Behold, now is the accepted time, now 
is theday of falvation." But to thofe who trifle the 
golden moments away in folly and delufion, there 
will remain nothing but the blacknefs oi darknefs 
for ever. 



O 
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O death, thou king of terrors ! dreadful ila«xe*t 
What tongue can e'er defcribe, what pencil draw 
The fcenes of horror which furround thy throne ? 
Olet me then, arous'd, refleft in time, 
And make this awful, this important theme 
Familiar to my thoughts ! Awake, my foul, 
Nor, carelefs, fluifibcr on the brink of fate. 
'Midft conilant warnings, calls and admonitions^ 
Can I be unconcerned ?— At length mine eyes, 
ijong held in mills, blinded with vifions falfe, 
•Begin to open on the fcene before me. 
Xet idly-a£live fancy now no more 
;Spread her deluding colours to my view, 

O may I feek, while mercy points the way^ 
A firm, clear title to thofe bleft abodes 
Prepared for holy fouls, beyond the ftars! 
That when this tott'ring tabernacle fails, 
This houfe of clay, which fhakes with cv'ry w1nd> 
Shall be diffolv^d, and fall to duft and ruln,^ 
My happy foul, rcnew'd by grace divine, 
And wa{h*d in my Redeemer's blood, may rife 
To dwell with him in heav'n ! Then (hall I know 
That in the favour of my God is life, 

• « 
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^HAP. IX. 

The SuhjcS farther improved by JVay of Conyidion, 

. "Y^^E have already obferved that the fpecial fa- 
vour of God is manifeftly diftinft from the 
common bleflings and bounties of his indulgent 
providence. Thefe latter inftances of favour are 
too often abufed, by thofc on whom they are li- 
berally beftowed. They certainly ought to be 
improved fo as to humble us under a fenfe of our 
fins, and to lead us to repentance of them. To this 
purpofe the apoftle Paul writes to the Romans. 
" Defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and 
forbearance, and long-fuffering, not knowing that 
the goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance?" 
Thefe filken cords of kindnefs (hould draw our 
hearts nearer to God. His goodnefs fliould attraft 
our affeftions to himfelf. 

Had you received a thoufandth part of the kind- 
nefs from men, which you daily receive from the 
Almighty, you would be affefted by it, and think 

• yourfelves tinder great obligations to thofe who 
had (hewn you fuch kindnefs. And (hall ail the 
kindnefs of your Maker be loft upon you ? Where, 
in this cafe, is your gratitude, your ingenuoufnefs 
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of rpirit ? What returns do you make ? Much is re- 
quired of thofe on whom .much is beftowed. If no 
proper ufe be made of the abundant bleflings of 
providence, if they are not improved to a proper 
end, the reckoning will be awful at laft, in the great 
day of accounts* It appears to have been our Lord's 
intention to make us fenfible of this, in the parable 
of the talents. Thofe who made no proper ufe of 
their lord's money, with which they were intruft- 
ed, are denominated flothful and wicked fervants^ 
and dealt with accordingly. 

The prophet's obfervation is Vjcrified in many 
inftances ; ** Let favour be (hewed to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn fighteoufnefs.'* To be un- 
moved and unhumbled amidft innumerable in- 
ftances of providential kindnefs, is a fad indication 
that we are of the number of thofe whom the di- 
vine word denominates wicked men. That perfon 
is in a dangerous condition, upon whom the mofl 
likely means to produce repentance have no e(re£L 
That ground muft be bad which" the common me- 
-thods of cultivation, and the fhowers of Heaven 
do not make fruitful. Awful are the words of the 
apoftle to the Hebrews ; they fliould be read with 
fear and trembling by fuch perfons as we are now 
addrefiing ; *• The earth which drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 

meet 
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meet for them by whom it is dreffed, receiveth blef- 
fing from God; but that which beareth thorns and 
briers, is rejefted, and is nigh unto curfing ; whole 
end is to be burned." 

But there is another clafs of men ftill more im- 
pious than thofe' to whom we have been fpeaking ; 
thofe, we mean, who pervert the favours of provi- 
dence to a wrong ufe and end. Their conduft 
fomewhat refembles that of thofe ungodly men, who 
turn the grace of God into lafcivioufnefs. They 
make ufe of the bleffings of God's goodnefs, as 
provifion* for the flefh to fulfil the lufts thereof, in 
gluttony,, cirunkennefs, pride, and impurity. In 
their hands, the bounties of Heaven become weap- 
ons of unrightepufnefs, incentives to fin, and in- 
ftruments whereby they may ferve Satan, and the 
more fuccefsfully promote his diabolical caufe a- 
mong men. He whofe goodnefs they thus wretch- 
edly pervert and abufe, will moft afluredly refent 
their conduft. The whole creation groans under 
the weight of their guilt. 

The Lord fays concerning rebellious Ifrael^ by 
the prophet Hofea^ " She did not know that I gave 
her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her 
filver and gold, which they prepared for BaaL 
Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in 
the time thereof, and my wine in the feafon thereof, 
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and will recover my wool and my flax." What 
pity is it that God's indulgence fliould be abufed to 
his difhonour! The more his bounty (hines on per- 
verfe and rebellious men, the more luxuriant- is the 
growth of their vicious habits. But it will ap- 
pear by and by, that as God hath favours to be«- 
flow, he hath alfojuftice to execute his threatened 
difpleafure. Though feptence againft evil works 
be not executed fpeedily, let not the hearts of the 
children of men be fully fet in them to do evil ; for 
the day is coming when abufed goodnefs will no 
longer forbear. Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguifh (hall be awarded to every foul of maa 
wIk) continueth to do evil. 

Where grace can neither melt nor move. 
The Lamb refents his injured love. 
Awakes his wrath without delay, 
And Judith's Lion tears the prey. 

The fubjecl will furnifh us with a word of con- 
vision alfo for thofe who put no value upon God's 
fpecial favour. Among thefe, fome there are who 
are more de (irons of friend(hip with the great men 
of this world, than of friend(hip with God. An 
ambitious purfuit after the honour which cometh 
from men is one of the grand obfiruftions to true 
faith, and real piety^ " How can ye believe who 

re- 
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receive honour one of another, and feek not the ho- 
nour which Cometh from God only ?" The apoAIe 
tells us, that the friendfliip of this world is enmity 
with God, and, confequently, that if any man will 
be, at all events, the friend of the world, he is the 
cujBmyof God. Mo/is put a proper value, on the 
divine favour, when he efteemed even the reproach 
of Chrift greater riches than the treafures o{, Egypt, 

It is an high attainment to be able to fay, with 
truth and fincerity, • Lord, let me have thy favour, 
though, in my adherence to thee, I fliould forfeit 
the regard ei every man upon earth.' Reader, 
confider within yourfelf, what good the favour of 
the great can do you in the hour of death, or at the 
jjay of judgment. Can they give bail for you, 
when you are arretted by the king of terrors ? Can 
Aey ftand forth in your "defence at the awful bar 
of God ? Nay, can their friendfliip even free you 
either from pangs of confcience, or pains of body ? 
In thefe cafes, they can afford no help, when help 
is moft of all needed. The favour of God alone 
can anfwer thefe purpofes. Yet upon this few men 
put any proper value. 

But there are others of difpofitions ftill morebafe 
and, fordid, who prefer impure and fenfual gratifi- 
cations to the favour of the Moft High. They 
have no concern about friendlhip with their Maker; 
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the pleafures of fin, though but for a feafon, are all 
they crave. The apoftle Paul fpeaks of thefe with 
grief and indignation, " Whofe God is their belly, 
and whofe glory is in their (hame.** They make the 
gratification of carnal views and pleafures their prin- 
cipal aim ; the pampering of their own brutal ap- 
petites, in rioting and drunkennefs, chambering 
and wantonnefs, is their chief good. They even 
boaft of thofe things, which^ inftead of being to 
their honour, are fcandalous and difgraceful to hu- 
man nature. The end of fuch men, without re- 
pentance, we are affured, is deftruSion. The 
world pafleth away, and the lull thereof, but he 
that doth the will of God abideth for ever. The 
divine favour which real chriflians enjoy ^ will 
make them perfetUy and everlaftingly happy, when 
the fons of fenfuality are lifting up their eyes in 
hell, being in torments. 

Thefe men have their good things here ; they 
have fuch a meafure of the bounty of providence, 
as perhaps fome of God's dear children are denied; 
whofe lot it is to be poor in this world, but rich iu 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him ; who entreat the 
divine favour with their whole hearts ; who eameftly 
long and daily pray tor the aflured tokens of it; 

and 
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and fuch fhall not be difappointed. But as the poet 

fings, 

Fools never raife their thoughts fo high, 
Like -brutes they live, like brutes they die; 
Like grafs they flourifli, till thy breath 
Blafi them in everlafting death. 

Our Lord teaches us, in the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus^ that in the world to come, the 
miferable fons of fenfuality will behold the felicity 
of thofe in heaven, whom they have feen in a ftate 
of affliaion and poverty upon earth; and that this 
difcovery will be a great aggravation of their own 
mifery. " The rich man died, and was buried ; and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and 
faw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom." 
He had a difcovery of the feat and company of the 
bleffed, which added weight to his own mifery, 
arid fo much the more, as there he beheld poor jta- 
zarus^ whom he had formerly neglefled and def- 
pifed, in a ftate of perfeft tranquillity, honour and 

joy- 

O how terrible and infupportable will the reflec- 
tions of thofe men be in that day, .who have lived 
only after the flefh, and had no regard for the fa- 
vour of him, on whom all our felicity depends ! 

Reader^ 
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Reader, defcend with me, by way of contemplation, 
into the difmal abodes of horror and defpair, and 
liften, for a moment, to the cries and lamentations 
of one of thofe loft fouls, who once wallowed in 
fenfual delights, and lived without God in the world. 
*• Woe is me, wretch that I am ! This is the end 
of my ungodly courfes, the juft reward of my evil 
deeds. I lived regardlefs of my own everlafting 
welfare. I difregarded the awful threatenings of 
that juft and holy Being, whofe anger now falls 
upon me, like a cdnfuming fire. I took pleafure 
in that which his foul abhors ; I made a mock of 
iin ; but I now find that it bites like a ferpent, and 
fiings like an adder. In vain were friendly warn- 
ings given me ; in vain was I told, from time to % 
time, that deftru6lion {hould be to the workers of 
iniquity. I hardened myfelf in impiety, and caft off 
the fear of the Almighty. I flattered myfelf in my 
own deceivings and cried peace and fafety, till fud- 
den ^ieftruflion came upon me, as travail upon a 
woman with child; andnow,0 hopelefs condition? 
there is no way of efcape. I faid unto God, De- 
part from me, Idejire not the knowledge of thy ways^, 
I fought not his favour, I had no regard for friend- 
fliip with him. Upon this I put no value. And 
now, I am for ever cut off from all hope of enjoy- 
ing bis blifsful prefence. The fentence is juft 

which 
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which configns me over to thefe doleful regions of 
j! everlafting mifery, where the worm dieth not, 
where the fire which confumesme is never to be 
quenched! Thofe happy fouh, whofe Kves of 
penitence, piety and devotion on earth I counted 
m^dnefs, are now numbered with the faints, and 
enjoy the bhfs of heaven, while I am for ever ex-- 
cluded! I now find to my coft that the wages of fin 
is death, t am loft, loft for ever. Deftruclion is 
come upon me from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.*^*" 

Perhaps fome into whofe hands thefe papers may 
fall, may be confcious within themfelves that they 
have been hitherto indifferent about the favour of 
God. Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we would 
gladly perfuade fuch to take this fubjeft into ferious 
confideration. It is not a vain thing, a concern of 
little moment ; it is for your life ; as it is only in the 
divine favour that life is to be enjoyed. How fhall 
ye efcape eternal death, if ye negleft the meffages 
of fatyation! Perhaps your language, your beha- 
viour, your whole converfation, and even your 
confcience bear witnefs againft you, that you are 
in the gall of bittemefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 
Permit me to aflc you. Are your cares, your 
hopes, your fears, your exercifes of hiindemplbyed 
about peace and friendlhlp with God, through Jefus 
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Chrift ? Do you ferioufly examine yourfelf whether 
you be in the faith ? Can you, ,Uke the Pfalmift, 
addrefs your Maker with fincerity, and fay, ** I 
entreated thy favour with my whole heart ; be mer- 
ciful unto me according to thy word." Are your 
waking thoughts much employed about this greateft 
of all concerns ? What the Almighty once faid con- 
cerning the Jews^ deferves particular notice. •* My 
people would not hearken to my voice, and Ifrad 
would none ot me." They valued* not my friend- 
fliip or favour. ** So I gave them up unto their 
own hearts luft ; and they walked in their own coun- 
fels." It is a dreadful judgment, when finners arc 
left to themfelves, to fill upthe meafure of their 
iniquity, and to perifli in their own deceivings. 
** Epkraim is joined to idols, let him alone." — It 
will be feen what his end will be ; what efforts he 
can ufe to fecure his heart from terror, and his foul 
from torment, in the day of awful vifitation.— • 
Where will he then flee for help, and where will 
he leave his glory? I will laugh at his calamity, 
and mock when his fear cometh. Then fliall he 
call upon me, but I will not anfwer ; for that he 
hated knowledge, and did not chufe the fear of the 
Lord; he would none of my counfel, he defpifed 
fidl my reproof. 

I 
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I might, in the laft place, addrefs myfelf to thofe, 
who not only difregard the favour of God them- 
Iblves, but diflike and even perfecute the men who 
profefs their humble hope of intereft in it. But I 
know there is little profpe6l of gaining the attention 
of fuchperfons, or of convincing them of the evil 
of their doings. They, who are in the flefii, have« 
in all ages, been difpofed, more or lefs, to perfe- 
cute thofe who are in the fpirit. They hate a man 
for his love to God, and ridicule him for his piety 
and devotipn. When Stephen the martyr faid, I 
fee the heavens opened, and Jefus (landing at the 
right hand of God, the frantic Jews, with fatanic 
Jage, exclaimed againft him, flopped their ears^ 
ran upon him like madmen, and ftoned him to 
death. 

Thofe who make it the bufinefs of their lives to 
feek firft the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, 
to purfue with becoming ardour the one thing need- 
ful, and to give diligence to make their calling and 
eleftion fure, are often branded with the name of 
hypocrites or enthufiafts. What Jefus faid to his 
difciples is found to be true, ** Ye fhall be hated 
of all men for my name's fake. Men (hall revile 
you, and perfecute you, and fay all manner of evil 
againft you; but rejoice ye in that day, and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven ; 

for 
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for fo perfecuted they the prophets which were be- 
fore you.'* 

Men of a perfecuting fpirit (hould beware left 
they be found fighting againfl; God. It is awful, 
not only to be regardlefs of the divine favour them- 
felves, but to take up arms againft all thofe who 
are feeking to know their own perfonal intereft in 
it. Let fuch confider what the gracious Redeemer 
faid to Saul of Tar/us^ ** Sauly Sauly why perfe- 
cuteft thou me ? It is hard for thee to kick againft 
the goads." Our divine MaQer will take the part 
of his fervants, and vindicate their caufe againft ali 
their oppofers* 

Lord, my wild paflions rage within. 

Nor thy commands obey ; 
And flefh and fenfe, enflav'd by fin. 

Draw my be ft thoughts away. 

Do thou create my foul anew. 

Conform my heart to thine. 
Melt down my will, and let it flow. 

And take the mould divine. 

Seize my whole frame by thine own hand, 

My pow'rs to thee I bring; 
Manage the wheels by thy command. 

And govern ev'iy fpring. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP X. 

The Subje3 irhproved by Way of ConviBion to the 

real Oiildren of God, 

rJAViNG, In the preceding chapter, addrefled 
thofe who are in a ftate of unregeneracy, I 
fliall now tarn myfelf to fuch as have been called 
by divine grace, out of darknefs into the marveU 
Jous light of the gofpel. Thefe are in a ftate of re- 
conciliation and friendfliip with God ; they have 
tailed that the Lord is gracious, and can bear wit- 
nefs, by their own experience, that a fenfe of the 
favour .of God is a privilege which may be en- 
joyed. Yet, as they have within them the depra- 
vity of nature, and arc prone to go a ft ray from the 
path of reftitude, it may be neceffary to attempt 
fome improvement of the fubjeft by way of con- 
viftion to them. The word of God is profitable, 
not only for doftrine, but for reproof, for correc- 
tion, and for inftruftion in righteoufnefs. 

It is poflible for you, my dear friends, to under- 
value the privilege of friendftiip with your Maker. 
His favour certainly ought to be efteemed by you^ 
at all times, above every thing elfe that can be 
thought of. You ihould have fuch a lively fenfe of 
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its importance, as may conftram you to fay, on all 
occafions, " In his favour is life ; his loving-kind- 
nefs is better than life.** But the objefts of fenfe 
are fo near you, and fo apt to captivate attention, 
that you perhaps too frequently lofe the fweet and 
comfortable fenfe of the love of God in Chrift Je- 
fus our Lord. 

Few of us, I fear, are fo afFefted with this fub- 
jeft as we ought <o be. We do not ftir up our- 
felves, as the prophet fpeaks, to lay hold on God» 
to claim intereft in him, as reconciled to us through - 
the death of his Son. We do not labour to quicken 
our dull and drowfy fouls, to afpire after an afTured 
evidence of his favour, and an habitual fenfe of the 
greatnefs of this privilege. We are toa indifferent 
about it, and can live day after day, at eafe, with- 
out any peculiar manife Ration of our Father's love. 
Moft certainly it ought to be otherwife. We fome- 
times fit down pleafed and contented with the com* 
mon bleflings of his hand, without afpiring after 
endeared communion, intimacy and fellowfliip with 
him who (hould be our all in all. 

My dearly beloved, are the confolations of God 
fmall in your efteem? Have you but little regard 
for his tokens of favour ? Is it a matter of indrf- 
ference with you, whether he lift up the light of 
his countenance upon you or not? The great con- 
cent 



GOD S FAVOUR. I47 

cem of the Redeemer upon earth, the important 
bufineft he had to accompli fh by his agonies and 
his blood, was to reconcile you to God, that you 
might be brought into a ftate of friend (hip with 
him. This is the grand fubjeft of all the proihifes 
of grace. The gofpel is the word of reconciliation. 
The office of the Holy Spirit is to mak.e application 
of this to your hearts, and to give you the comforta- 
.ble aiTuxance of it. The Lord^ of life and glory 
declares, that he waits to be gracious unto you. 
And is it pplEble that you Ihould be indifierqnt 
about it J 

There is a day coming when an aflured fenfe of 
the divine favour will be deemed of the greateft im- 
portance by you, and when your former indif- 
ference about it will occafion painful ref[e6lion5«. 
Be afliamed then of your prefent fluggiflinefs. — ■ 
Think within yourfelves, how unaccountable it is, 
that the children of God flioulc^prize their Father's 
Jove no more. What can be of equal value with 
it? The full enjoyment of it conftitutes the felicity 
of that world to which all your wifhes and hopes 
are, or fliould be direfled. For in "the prefence 
of Jehovah is fulnefs of joy, ?nd at his right hand 
are pleafures for evermore. If therefore you put 
not a proper value on it at prefent, it is too evident, 
that you are greatly defeftive as to your meetnef? 

N 2 for 
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for the inheritance of the faints in light. You 
want more fpirituality of mind, and heavenlinefs 
of temper. 

There are others of God's children who frc- 
quently call in queftion their own intereft in his 
favour. They are greatly difpirited, difcouraged, 
and deje&ed on this account. They have many 
fears, jealoufies, and mifgivings of heart about it. 
Like the Pfalmift in bis gloomy hours of defpon- 
dency, they remember God, and are troubled; 
they complain, and their fpirit is overwhelmed 
with grief. They are ready to fay, *' I fear the 
Lord is not my God ; I fear I have no intereft in 
his favour," They approach to his throne with 
fad and forrowful hearts, or are kept at a diftance 
from him through fears of his difpleafure. And 
the more they think of their own (infulnefs and un- 
worthinefs, the more they are deterred from draw- 
ing nigh to him. Confcious guilt, and oppreflive 
fears damp the fpirit of devotion. " My fins," 
fays fuch a one, " hang heavy on my foul. I dare 
not lift up mine eyes to heaven. The juftice of 
the gi:eat Judge of all terrifies me, and his mercy, 
I fear, is far from me. My foul is (hut up in dark- 
nefs, and my mind is filled with terror. I am afraid 
God will call my fins to remembrance, and inftead 
of enjoying the light of his countenance, I have 

rea- 
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reafon to fejir he will look on me in his avrful 
difpleafure. I dare not neglefl: the exercifes of de- 
votion which I know are matter of duty, but I can- 
not come boldly to the throne of grace, and cry, 
Abba, .Father." 

This uncomfortable ftate of mind is much to be 
Jamented. Where is that fenfe of God's love, that 
truft in the divine mercy, that delight in God, that 
rejoicing in his falvation, to which we are every 
where encouraged ? Legal terrors prevail, in the 
joom of evangelical tendernefs, in many mindi. 
The heart is full of fear, which Ihould be con- 
ftrained by love. Devotion borders upon fervility, 
inftead of being the exercife of filial affeSion. In 
the room of that reve^-ence and godly fear which 
the divine word recommends, the poor foul is kept 
at diftance through a fpirit of bondage. 

Let fuch perfons contemplate the grace of the 
^ofp^U the complete redemption which is in Jefus 
Chrifi, his ability to fave to the uttermoll all that 
come to God by him, and the free promifes of 
grace and mercy. Jefus faid to his difciples, ** Ye 
ihall kixow the truth, and the truth ihall make you 
free." Such perfons would do well to confider, 
that he' who is infinitely great and holy, is a}fo in- 
finitely gracious. His mercy triumphs over all 
the dns and unworthinefs of man. In mercy he de- 

N 3 lights 



ISO LIFE IN 

lights. His favour is towards Aem that fear him ; 
he takes pleafure in thofe that hope in his mercy. 
It is his will that his poor unworthy children fhould 
rejoice in his falvation, while they are deeply hum- 
bled for their offences again ft him. The joy of the 
Lord is their ftrength. Unbelief and defpondency 
tend to weaken their hands, to deprive them of com- 
fort, and to rob God of the glory due unto his 
name. 

Sometimes this gloomy ftate of mind is, in fome 
degree, occafioned by a mifinterpretation of provi- 
dential difpcnfations. You are vifited with per- 
fonal or domeftic affliftions, you fuftain heavy 
lofTes, or you meet with continual difappointments 
in the concerns of this prefent world. And you 
conclude from thefe, that inftead of being iriterefted 
in God's favour, you are marked out as a monu- 
ment of his difpleafure. But this is not a juft in- 
terpretation of God*s myfterious difpenfations. In 
many paffages of his holy word, God aflures his 
children, that his heart is towards them when his 
affli£ling hand is upon them. ** Whom the Lord 
. loveth hechafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom 
he receivteth. As many as I love I rebuke and 
chaften." His correftive rod is the rod of love. " My 
fon, defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, 

nor 
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nor faint when thou grt rebuked of him. ♦ Have 
you not read of glorying in tribulation ? Do you 
never refleft on that- memorable paffage in the pro- 
phecy of Habakkuk? ** Although the fig-tree (hall 
not bloflbm, neither fhall fruit be in the vine, the 
labour of the olive fhall fail, and the fields fhall 
yield no meat, the flock fhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there fhall be no herd in the flails; yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my falvation.'* 

The Lord has feen it meet to lay his chaflening 
hand upon you, and you faint under it. You are 
filled with fearful apprehenfions of his wrath, and 
ready to fay, ** I am undone ; he is come to call 
my fins to remembrance; his arrows of indignation 
are fhot againft me. Thefe are the beginnuigs of 
forrow, and what the end will be, I know not.** 

My 

* Mr. James Cre/zvick, an eminent minifler, a na- 
tive of Sheffield^ in Yorkjhirt^ fufFercd joyfully the 
fpoiling of his goods for the caufe of Chrifl; he was 
greatly afflifted in his eyes, and endured much under 
the tormenting pains of the flone ; all which he bore 
with exemplary patience. He ufed frequently to fay, 
" Lord, I am thine, and thou can (I do me no wrong. 
I had rather have health of foul, in a body full of 
pain, than health and eafc of body, with a diilem- 
pered foul." 
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lily brother, thefe are er^roQeoufi conclufioias^ 
equally (tiihonourable to God, an4 difirefsful ta 
yourfelf. What you call arrows of indignatioa 
may more properly be termed inftances of love. 
He who is infinite in wifdom as vmM 9S bonndlefs 
in mercy, fees the neceffity of this wholefome dif- 
cipline, for die promotion of your beft intereils» 
He chaflens you for your profit, to make you par- 
taker of his Jbolinefs. 

Perhaps you were too much attached to. forn^ 
created objeS, as ^Jomih was exceeding glad be- 
caufe of his gourd. That objefi: is removed, that 
your heart may be more entirely given to God, and 
that he may reign there without a rival* A ibte of 
uninterrupted profperity might intoxicate your 
mind, and lead you to forget your Redeemer, to 
negle£l the affairs of your foul, and the concerns 
of a future world. Your earthly hopes and flat- 
tering profpefts are therefore blalled, that you may 
fet your aflfeSions on things above. The ftream is 
dried up, by drinking too deeply of which you 
might have been furfeited, that you may drink more 
freely of the fountain of the water of life. Thefe 
difpenlations, therefore, myfierious as they are, 
are neverthlefs difpenfations of love. When rightly 
underflood, they are inflances and proofs of the 
good- will of him who dwelt in the bufh. When 

you 
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you are tempted to fay with the patriarch, in the 
feafon of defpondency, ** All thefe things are a- 
gainft me,*' recolleft the words of an infpired 
apoftle, ** All things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording ta his purpofe/' Lift up the hands thai 
hang down, and the feeble knees, and fay, 

, Then why, my foul, thefe fad complaints? 
Still while he frowns, his bowels move ; 
Still on his heart he bears his faints. 
And feels their forrows, and his love. 

Permit me farther to obferve, that the children 
of God are fometimes apt to call in queftion the 
reality of his fpecial tokens of favour and kindnefs; 
When they are indulged with the confolations of 
his Holy Spirit, they are jealous^^left thefe (hould 
be only the delufions of Satan. While men, whofe 
hearts are not right in the fight of God, are too 
bold and prefuming, the humble followers of the 
Lamb are prone to err through an excefs of timi- 
dity. * When the Lord is pleafed to afford unto 

his 

• Mr. Waiter Marjhall, of Hurjley, in HamP" 

Jhire^ was much exercifed with troubled though is for 

many years. He fought for peace of confcience by 

many 
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his defpooding children gracious iatimations of 

his favour, it is unqueftionably criminal in them, 

to call thefe but fparks of their own kindling, or 

delufions of Saian^ 

It 

many mortifying methods, h^t his troubles ftill in- 
creafed. He confulted an eminent minifter about 
his cafe, giving him an account of the ftate of his 
foul, and particular! z^ing theiiAs which lay heavy on 
his conijcioiace* Tl»e:ilunifter» l^* T. G,* wrote to him 
in reply, that he had forgot to mention the greateft 
fin of all, that of unbelief, or not believing on the 
Lord Jefus Chrift for the remiffion of his fins,, and the- 
^ftificatlon of his n^^ure. VpcHi this, he iet his^felf 
to the ftudying and preaching of Chrift ; and attaine4 
to peace of conijcience^ and joy in the Holy Ghoft, 
In conjun£^ion with an eminent degree of holinel««. 
His book on The Gofptl Myjttry of SanBification, fo 
much recommended by the late Mr» jfamts Htrvty^ 
was the fruit of his own experience* A little before 
his death, he £aid to thofe about him, " I die in the 
full periiiafion of the truth, and in the comfort of 
that doftrlne which I have preached to others.** His 
lait words wore, " The wages of £\n is deaths but 
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jefus Chrid 
our Lord.'* 

The book', juft mentioned, is abridged, and fbme 
paffages in it which were liable to abufe, very judi- 
ciouily guarded againft a wrong conflru6lion» by the 
hte pious and {enfible Mr. Benjamin Forhtu 
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It is a certain truth that S^an can transform him* 
felf into an angel of light ; but the fealings and 
wkneflings of the Holy Spirit, if properly attended 
to, cany their own evidence along with them. And 
by the facred touch-ftone of God''^ word, every 
thing of this kind ought to be tried. Tlie effe£is 
of God's gracious manifeftations of favour to the 
foul, befpeak tlieir reality, and diftinguifli them 
from every thing of a delufive nature. 

Has not the Lord often, by his holy word and 
Spirit, poured divine comforts into your defpond- , 
ing mind ? Has he not raifed your heart to himfelf, 
in hope slnd triift, joy and confidence? Has he not 
enabled you to detive encouragement from the gof- 
pel remedy? Have you not, to the relief of your 
paineA heart, and the healing of your wounded 
confcience, beheld the Lamb- of God which taketh 
away the fin of the world ? Have not thefe views * 
melted your heart into ^penitence, infpired you 
with love to Jefus, zeal for his honour, defire after 
holinefs, and indignation againft fin? And can 
you, afterwards, in a feafon of darknefs, call this 
deception and delufion ? Surely you will not che- 
riOi fo unworthy a thought. 

What would you think of the child of an earthly 
parent, who, after he has had the ftrongeft proofs 
of paternal aflk£Hon, flxould count them all as no- 

thingf 



Ij6 LIFE lU 

thing, and fay» *' I have been deceived; my fa- 
ther does not love me?" Would you not think 
filch a child very ungrateful ? What then will you 
think of yourfelf? There is a paflage appofite to 
our purpofe, in the prophecy oiMalachi. " I have 
loved you, faith the Lord; yet ye fay. Wherein 
haft thou loved us ?" They had the boldnefs to 
a(k, in what inftance, in what on^ particular cafe 
he had (hewn favour and kindnefs to them. Surely^ 
this muft be difpleafing to the Holy One of Ifr(uL 
Yet when Zion faid, *' The Lord hath forfaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me," he condefcends 
to expoftulate with her on the fubje£l, in the ten- 
dereft manner. '* Can a woman forget her fuck- 
ing child, that {he fhould not have compaflion on 
the fon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee." 

Though the evidences of divine favour be clear 
and ftrong, yet we fometimes, through darknefs of 
mind, do not diftinguiih them, or elfe, through 
obfiinacy in grief and defpondency, we refufe to 
be comforted. In either cafe, the error lies in our- 
felves. But this is our comfort, the Lord fees our 
weaknefs, and pities our helplefs fouls. The com- 
panionate Redeemer was tempted in all points like 
as we are, that he might know how to fuccour 
thofe that are tempted, '* If thou be the Son of 

God/* 
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God,** was Ae grotind of his firft temptation in the 
Wildjernefs. In like manner the enemy comes to 
lis,*** If- thou be a child of God,<but what reafon 
. faaft thou to believe that thou art? Is it po0ible 
that fo vile, fo polluted, fo unworthy a ; fmr^er^ 
fliould be bold enough to claim the high privilege ?*' 
Afiesr all, the? fefeft coUrCe to be taken for re- 
lief in a feafon af dfO'knefs, is not to look with* 
in ourfelves (or encouragenient, but to turn 
our ^es ta the divine rem.edy, and to believe, as 
Mrc. are/eiaalbled, the free/ prpclamatioii's of mercy 
ihrdugh Jefus Chrift to Ci>ner^ as fuch. Wbofo- 
^ver believeth in him {hall not perith, but have 
everlafling life. . 

. • • ' ■.».-,. 

- Fly to the hope the gofpel gives. 

The man, that trufls the prom iTe, lives. 

• ■ j 

It highly becomes us to beware of difplcafing tJie 
Lord by unthantfulnefsTor the favours he beftows 
upon us. Ingratitude is t^e grave in wliich many 
mercies are buried and concealed. Mo/is com- 
pofed a fong to be fung by the Ifraetites^ to perpe« 
tuate 'the memory of God'^s kimlnefs to them, 
through all fucceeding generations. This fong is 
recorded in the thirty -fecond chapter of the book 
of Deuteronomy^ 2ind deferves an attentive perufal 
by us in Kew Tcftament iihies. 
vcU u O To 
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To receive many favours, and to be totaTIy tiiu 

concerned about making returns, is ungrateful, and 

Very unfurtaWeto the temper wiA which «verjr trw 

chriftian ihouldbeinfpirod. '* Surely^" fays the 

Pfalmift,' **'the righteous- Aiall give thanks <to tlgr 

name.*' He was fo afie£led hivtxkM with Godls 

goodnefs, that he tould not reft on ^is bed inlhe 

hours appointed (or repofe, 'but nsfe art inidni|g^t to 

give thanks to htm.' The ^dUh'-paui'WM not left 

eminent for his grateful, than fdt liis pmyerful difC 

pofition. Thanks bfe to God;— i thaak Chrift 

Jefos our tord j— -with other expreflions of lUae 

importi frequently occur 'in »hi« writings, . . 

Ingratitude is a vice for which the very heathens 

are condemned in the word of God. It ftands con- 

nefted with the vileft abominations. It indicates 

fomething worfe than hrutifh ftupidity ; for the ox 

kdioweth his owner, and the .^[s his mafter's csib ; 

but the; u^U^antfoIacJcpowledg? not the land thait 

(eed$, pj^ate£bs[ auad clotbes them, deader, if this 

is youf prevailing difpofition, be afhamed of IjU 

The^Jod, inwhcffc hand -yow-r J>r£;atb.i^,^nd wJupCp 

ave aJl your ways, b^ve >yoju, not glorified. To 

overlook and entJjrely to iorgel; minumbeii^d favoms^ 

denotes a b^fe,/ unworthy, ^di/lngenupujs fpLrit. If 

you are a difciple of Jefus, you furely look t^on 

yourfelf as under obligation to thank Cq^ {pr your 

daily 
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daily i)read,f and .will you •not be thankful for fpi- 
pi^al fdad ? You have tailed that the Lprd is grar. 
cious, and received , many Jfpiritual blefliiigs fioin 
bim; illumination, Qonviflion,. relief and com- 
fort ; and do you count theJfe as nothing ? Do nol 
ihefe diflinguifhdng merciei^ dbmand praif<? ? Is not 
thankfulhefs the tribute which you ought to p^y for 
tbem? Can you -do lefs'than adcnowledge what^ 
jCodbas done for your foul ? ^ Will you not fay^ 

O, if Ihad a thoufand tongues,. 

And could be heard from pole to pole, 

I would to all the lift'jiing wprld 

Declare thy goodnefs to my foiil ! 

The 

♦ * The chriftian hath as large a field for the cxer- 
cife of.his thankfulnefs,~in praifing God, as lie hath 
in the petitionary part of' prayer, -for his deflrcs.v-^ 
This duty cifcumf tribes' heaven and earth ; it takes: 
both worlds in its circumference. ** lii -every thingt 
give thanks/' O what a copio<is theme hath G'odf 
given his people, upon- which to enlarge their xnedi-J 
tations I '" In every ihitig.'*' The whole courfe and 
feries of divine providence towards the faintsj is like: 
a mufic-book, in every leaf of which there is a-. long 
ready let for them *to learn, and (ing to the praifc of 
their God. To fltip over 'one not^ in a leffon may 
fpoil the grace Qf the mufid. ' 

02' We 
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The Pfalmlft defired that others foight affift him, 
and join with him in the work of praife. *vO mag- 
nify the Lord with me, and let' us exah his namb 
together. I fought the Lord, ar\d he heard me» and 
delivered me from all my fears." If -you are not 
thankful, God is robbed of the glory due unto hi$ 
liame, and your own foul \s. deprived of the com* 
fort his mercies would other wife afibrd you. ' Ma]f 
the Author of all good raife your afifeflions to him- 
felf, and with all his other gifts bellow on you a 
thankful heart, to tafte thofe gifts with joy ! With- 
out 

We are unworthy of the. lea ft mercy-, and thcrc- 
fpreOod is worthy of praife for the leaft, becaufe it 
is more than he owes us. Common mercies are many. 
•* O God," fays David^ " how great is the fum of 
-them^! If I ftovild count them, they arc more in num^ 
bcr than the !fand ; when I. ^wake, I am ftill with 
thee,*' As if he had faid, " There is not a point of 
time whei^ia thou ai;t not doing me good. As foon 
as I open mine eyes in the mornings I have a new 
theme, to employ my praifcful meditations.** 

The fmcerity of the heart is fhewn more in thank- 
fiilnefs for ordinary mercies, than fpr thofe which 
are more extiraordinary* As it ihews a bafe difpofi- 
tion when ^ man upon every 0ight temptatiion is 
drawn into fin, fo the foul difcov^rsa high degree q| 
grace, to take the hint from evjcry comjnon.mency Ux« 
blefs and^praife Cod** GurnaL 
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<M .ihiri'a^ yob; bury formecimrcieB, fo you may 
depri've yoiirfelves of future ones. For thankful- 
mk for pafl'fai^nduta^ impHes a fdcret ci^ving for 
more a but how eanyou expeftthat God will he- 
Stovn oa< yoa what you ftillineed, if you are not 
tJuHifcfal for what you already' poflejs?* Labour 
therefore to' roufe up your AM heart to the great 
and pfeafant edcevcife of praife; Call upon your 
ioH^ aiKl all ibat is within you, to blefs the Loid, 
andinot to foiiget his benefits. Let your languagcr 
b8» *^ What fkM 1 render to the Lord for all bis he^ 
Befits towainls' me' ?> I iviill take the cup of &1 vatioa, 
and call on the name of the Lord, I will 'pay my 
vows to the Lord, now in the prefence of all his 
jKopie.** ' ' • . . . . . ' 

, When all thy mercies, O my God» 

My rifmg foul furveys, 
Tranfported with the view, Vm loft 
Ii; wonders love and pra.ifc. 

B'ut tQ go'a fiep farther. The Lord*s pepple are 
not only chargeable with unthankfulneft, but, in 
ipnie cafes', with an unfuitable behaviour, aiiudft 
the favours they receive from his hand. When his 
benefits have been fliowered down upon us. in great 
abundance, our hearts have ftill been barren, and 
our lives unfruitful. Nay, perhaps, after Aveet 

O 3 en- 
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enlargements, and dtrine . manifeltajtions, : \Ye\bave> 
funk into fupinenefs, and fecurily, or been drawn- 
aftde by temptation, and oajptj;¥aled aftlafli by the 
fin which eafily befets ufi.< Xhis i^- (hamrfuL inri 
deed» " The Lord wiQ fpe»k. peace unto bis pco«i 
pie, and to his faults ; but let ihexn not tutn again 
to folly." There lis great need for this caution.. 
And as it is an evil thing and bitter that any iboUld. 
fin againft God, it is mor^ efpedally' (oisx thole; 
"who have recei\'tJd peculiar favours* from him*> The 
jnore kindnefs he. hath flsewh to iny one, .aiid the. 
greater is the aggravation .6f hiis ofiencits. . / Onithift 
ground it was, that the Lord thus fpoke to his. an* 
cient people; " O generation, fee ye the word of 
the Lord ! Have I been a wildernefs to Tfrael? a 
land of darknefs ? Wherefore fay my people^ We 
are lords; we will come no more unto thee? Canr 
a maid forget her orhament.^, or a bride her attire ? 
Yet my people have forgotten me days without 
number. The children of Ifratl and the children 
of Judak have only done evil before me^ ^ , t hey 

have only provpked. me to. anger/' As if all the 

' - * ' ' ' •*••'''' 

world befide them, were comparatively itinocent. - 

For as thofp who have obtained mercy fin againft 
greater profeflions and engagements on their part^ 
ib they fin again ft the greateft advantages arm ob- 
ligations conferred upon them by their gracious 

' Bene- 
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Benefefldr. ' The principles he hasumplafited iit' 
their hearts 'are the efFefts of hw favour, and in 
tl^iir own nature fho'uld' h& a defence ^gakifi. fin.> 
Tb'haVe an enWghtkifedmind/a renewed/^ilU fanciJ 
tifi'ed^ afleiftions; and an awakefiftd |:?onfciehae, ar© 
gr^at' adVahtage^ ? and to fin ag^tifl! all - thefe/ i^* 
ah 'high- aggravatidn of the bffertce. David feemr 
to hav^ had a fenfe of* this, when in his'pinitenr 
aeteiQw'kfdgmciit bf Kii crimes bisfereG^bdj be. faid^^' 
"'Thoii dfefireft trutli in the inward pJirtsijiandinvthe 
hidden part thou fbalt make tne i/A know wifdom '^'ti 
or, as.fdtrie read it; thou: baft made.mc ^to know 
wifdon>': as if he had faidj Thefe ofiences are 
worfe irf me than'they would have beeii in thofe 
who haK^^e riot thele correftivepiincipksitc^ Trfflpaiik 
fin, arid tokadtotHe-p'faftice'of holineTs; ^ i i; 
We'hiaivfe faid iikewifeitBati thofe wha have eKi 
tained mercy fin againit' greater obligations: laifi 
upon them by their heavchljrf Father. ; Xbui he 
fj)ealw^ fey the prophet Hojfia / " i taught i Ephraim 
tO'go,itaking them ttyith^rtawni'; 'but:ilicy'*knov 
nbt* that I healed them. I drew them with cords 
<?f a man, with bands of love. 'But my people are 
bent to backflidlilg from me. In another place, 
*^ Though I have bound and ftrengthened their arms, 
yet do they imagine mifchief again ft me. I have 
written the great things of my law, but they werie 

i:ount- 



oeiualncl a9r a fimlge tlu9g." By olh^s ofhisbolp 
prophets, the ho^i fpeaks with gce^i empba$s>aB4i 
energy 4» thi^ bead*. ^ " My eoi^na^t they hr^kcb 
though i wb&j»9h«fl)a^:i*mQi^hem.'/ ^ Wheotth^ 
church is comp4i«4^ to « vinieyiird,. it is ^fluedtj 
**iWhat:cctold have hfittk doim more tq.siy vioe^ 
3Pwd>thatI have not. iooe unto it? Wherefore^ 
when I looked that it IhCiulcl bring forth grape^n 
bwaii^ ii forth. yfild grapes?? This^ ftnoqgly eJt-: 
prbfiieisi Gobi's t^ntter care oihis pfQple» 4nd thfir 
i^pwocthy return to his gtK)dne(^ i . ; / 

If you, iioto bftho{6 hands tiiefe paper$ may £aXt^ 
have . thus requited' the Lord, l4t th^ foUawing 
pointed addrefs take hold of yoixr qokirci^n^es, an4 
fink deep ialo yoiir hearts^ . ^'l II i^tmc^b^ ^he^ 
the kindneTs of thy youtb^^the^O^^ ©f thine e(pou^ 
iklsi^ .when thoaWenleft after/me in th^ wih^^yT^^s* 
ia d land that wa^ not {pwn. Ifratl was hoUi^£F ^ 
isii Lord, and the firit^frui)^ of hi^ inerea^fe, . Wha^ 
iniquity ; have your farthers found in me^ th^^t theyi 
jve gonftfiaciftoinftac, + and* b«w waiWl. after 

•!'. » r • %.',:• '; V** 

* ^Ai''hel;fefore hrouglit it forth poifonpus berries? 

x/r. Lowih^ 

t ' ' - 

*!■ He that put away his wife was to give her a bill 
of divorcement, declaring the cawfe of his feparating 
bimfelf from her« Thus the Almighty condefcends 
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♦anlty, and tecome vain ? O my people, what 
have I done unto thee, and wherein. have I weariec£ 
thee? Teftify againft me." 'Have you any tcfti-^ 
mony to bring againft the Lord ? Has he not al wayi 
dealt with you in great mercy ? And yet you have 
treacheroufly and ungratefully departed from him* 
Let your repentings be kindled, and your hearts bo" 
grieved within you, that you have thus required 
your kind and compaffionate Father^ 

The fins of the ungodly world bring down the 
wrath of the Almighty upon them. But the fins' of 
God's people grieve him at his heart, fpeaking after 
the manner of men. They v«x his Holy Spirit^ 
and provoke his fatherly difpleafure. He looked^ 
fo to ipeak, that it (hould be otherwife with thofe 
to whom he had manifefted fo much love. " In 
all their affli£^ion he was afBi£led, and the angel of 
bis prefence faved them : - in hi& love and in his pity ' 

:he) 

to expodulate with us;,. and afks what evil we can 
charge upon him, his government, or his dealings 
with us, that we forfake him. But here we muft be 
iilent, and lay our hands upon our mouths. No more 
caufe can be given, than why cattle feeding in a 
fwect and rich paflare, through their unruly difpo*- 
fition, break down th^ hedge to get into a dirty latie{; 
or a barren wilderkiefs, where nothing is to jbe had tcr 
fatisfy hunger. 
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ReTedeemeclihem;-»-but they rebelled, and vexei 
Bis HolyiSpirit/' He c6inplains that he is broken 

with their unfaithfiil condu6l, and prefT^d with 

their Qxts^ 'as a cart is preiTed with iheaves. 

- Among tocn it is very grievous, when a child, 
or a frrcBid, on whom- we have beflx>wed many, fa- 
Tours and iundoiei&s, behaves »in a bafe, ungratef ut 
aind unwoEthyt naaarieri .We are ready to fay, •* If 
It had been an enemy, 1 could haVe born^ it." 
Thus the Locd,. in the paiTages introduced above, 
sidxlrefies us m a way which is very familiar and 
movar^, .a>nd(of wbick we* are capable, of judging 
l^y out oWft. feelingsvv i ' , : 

, Whfen" Cajat few : ^ri^to, 6n,;whom b^ had 
confcrrisA^/ ifiiQttmerable favouirs, engaged < in the 
QOtifpiTdjsj^ agaonft his lifie, he coul4 retrain no> 
Tonger, but cried out, " And thou too, Brutus!** 
So may the great Head- of the ghurj[;h,.the Father 
ofihis people, fay to us, '* What thou too, my 
fon, my child, whom I have taken into fo near a 
relation to myfelf, on whom I have beftoWed 
blefjings without nuftiber ; to whom I have mani- 
fefted rayfelf repeatedly, as 1 do not to the worlds 
with whom I have dealt familiarly, and from whom 
I eKpeft^d jretfjrns of love, of.laorjpur, and. o£ 
grateful dbedienlce; doft thou d^ jtreacherouQy 
with me; dofithou. withdraw thy lafffeAions* from 
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*ne, give thy h^s^t to another^ and 4;rample on my 
laws and coininaiids.'? Is -this rthy kindnefs to thy 
Fatbcar and thy FriendJ J fay ^concerning. others 
1 witl eafe me fiif opnine adverfariea, .and avenge mc 
of mine enemies:: hut what fliall I fay to ihpe-? 
j!tfty;ltboughl«.;4oi(Kaf;d« 4:hee are tlwHig^ts. gf pes^ce, 
aiid.«iat(af>evlL Oh «E^4^{>», wJnat fl^all I, do 
xaAo tfaeef O JudfA^ what (hall I do unto thee ? 
.Do jou'thiu'^reguite nn^ O £oi^«lh people and iim 
•vile? . 1 • 1 

*^ i batVedniHe ufe <fi g^o^^ means and ni^od; 
w£ci ymL dchave- fo^ghi xq wjji ypur - love, .and 
^in yjDnrhe^rt^. .But imy l^i^daefs is difeite^e^t 
4u&d iny love iligfhted. Behold I will melt thec;» 
and tiy-tdnee^ Jbr'hpwih&U I do to the 4au{hter of 
tny. people? I wU'l rb^ge yp to jWiFiy wi^h;thorr\|, 
.asvljzitfcea walllha^ ihe jDb^M ^9^!^^ hex p^thf^ 
i h*v« feen heri wajf^ jan4I ivili heal, h^ r. . I wi^l 
.:aUfire?hei:; and^h^i^ fae^ ir^Q the wildern^fs, and 
i^ak tromfortiibly .unto her.** 

Let this view .of the fai^our aod loving-kindfiofis 
^itheL»ord>tow,ards you, ^nd of your pwix liiakindr 
jieft>tow^<is \iim.i a£Ee6l yQ4^r.,hearxs ?i$ .itpughtlp 
do. What liaih .Uie JVfoil H jgh Go^, -^he ^oifefTor 
/rf =beayjert. »nd e^^t^^, >that Jbp with^hqlds fr<>n> y<?u^ 
IThe &n, tlie i«oon, attd the fiar9 .^e^ordained ^ 
-give yw» light, TJae ^reafur^s. .of ih^ <ea,^ttd the 

land 
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land are for your ufc. ' The angels are fervants to 
your heavenly Father; tliey difdain not to minifter 
to your comfort. They afibrd you protefilion by 
day, and watch round your bed^ iti the Kight 
feafon. - ;- > • . 

• God has given his only begotten Son to redeem 
youj dnd his bleffed Spirit to guide and fan£Hfy 
you. Nay, he gives himfelf to you. He is your 
f zither, your Portion, yoar'Hulband, atid your 
Friend. You (hall, by and by, dwell in the fame 
heaven where he refides. . You (hall be fed iat his 
table, and drink of his cup. ** Thou (halt make 
-them drink of the river of thy pleafures." O 
what an honour is this! And yet no part of it is ob- 
tained by your Worki, or b^ftowed for yout deferts. 
»It is all freely given, through the meritorious 
death of him who hung upon the tree. Biflt re- 
Member; that the tribute of grateful obedience U 
dufe from you. The Lord expefts this at your 
hands. He has formed you for this very eiwL 
^*^This people have 1 formed for myfelf; they 
Ihall ftiew forth my praife." You are hi« work- 
'manihip, not only as men, hut as chriilians, crea* 
ted in Cbriil Jefus, unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that you (hould walk in them. 
'Ydu are bleffed with exiflence, and with an in- 
iereft in Cbrift Jefus, that you may be to him a 

name 
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name and a praife, both in time and to eternity, in 
this world and that which is to come. O let a 
fenfe of his goodnefs to you, and of your unfuitable 
returns, humble your hearts before him, and quicken 
you to diligence, watchfulnefs and circumfpe6lion|i 
through the whole of your remaining days ! 

Dear Saviour, when my thoughts recal 

The wonders of thy grace ; 
Low at thy feet aiham'd I fall. 

And hide my blufhing face. 

Shall love like thine be thus repaid ? 

Ah, vile^ ungrateful heart ! 
By earth's low cares detained, betray'd,. 

From Jefus to depart. 

From Jefus, who alone can give 
True jpleafure, peace, and reft : 

When wandering from my Lord, I live 
Unfatisfy'd, unbleft. 

But he, for his own mercy's fake. 

My ftraying foul reftores ; 
He bids my mourning heart partake 

The pardon it implores. 
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Oh! while I breathe to thee> my Lor4» 

The penitential fijgb, 
'Frefli vigour to my foul afford, 

And raife my thoughts. on:high* 

Then fliall the mourner at thy feet. 

With fervour feek thy face ; 
And grateful own how kiadL how fwe&t 

Is thy reftoring grace. 

rCHAP. XI. 

The SubjeS improved by Way of ExamncOhru 

TF the favour of God be the life of his people, h 
furely becomes us to inquire^ with fecioufnefs 
and folemnity, whether we ourfelves are- interefted 
in this great privilege or not. Oh that this weighty 
concern might be cleared up to the fatisfa£lion of 
every attentive and folicltous reader ! Thp in- 
quiry of fuch will be, " How (hall I know that I 
am in a ftate of acceptance and fayour with God ?" 
In order to affift you a little in this cafe, through 
the divine blefling, I would beg leave to alk you 
a few plain queflions. 

Have 
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Have you ever been awakened to a fenfe of 
God's difpleafure againft you, becaufe of your of- 
fences ? Have you ever been brought under deep 
conviftion, that the Judge and Governor of the 
'world ijs juftly angry with you, as tranfgreffors 
of his holy laws? Has the horrible nature of fin 
ever been opened to your view ; fo that your fouls 
liaveb'een afflifted on account of it? Has the guilt 
of fin ever laid, on your, confciences, : as a burden 
too heavy for you- to bear? And have you ever 
been brought to exclaim -with the prophet Ifaiah^ 
•*' Woe is me, I am undone, becaule I am a man- 
^unclean lips." 

When David poured out his penitential Con- 
feflions before God, he fpake of a broken heart, 
and complained of the anguifh he felt, as being like 
that occafioned by broken bones. The arrows of 
Ae Ahnighty fluck faft in him; there was no reft 
in his bones becaufe of his fin;, he even roared 
by reafon of the difquietnefs of his fpirit. Our 
Lord reprefents the condition of poor fouls, who 
come to him, as a weary and burdened one. " Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are he^vy laden, 
and I will give you reft." Job complains, that the 
terrors of Gdd fet themfclves in array againft him. 
Piiter^s hearers, when God gave them repentance, 
were pricked, to the heart. Paul had the law opened 

P2 to 
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to him in fuch a manner, that his fins revived, and 
' he died ; his delufive hopes and comforts were at 
an end ; and the law, which was originally ordained 
to life, he found to be unto death. 

ThQ law is our fchool-mafter, to bring us unto 
Chrift ; its terrors are ufually feen and felt, in fome 
degree, before we experience the grace and comforts 
of the gofpel. An apprehenfion of divine wrath 
commonly precedes the difcoveries of- pardoning 
love ; and fin is made bitter to us, before we tafte 
that the Lord is gracious. We receive not the con- 
folation arifing from God's favour, generally fpeak- 
"ing, till we have feen ourfelves in danger of his 
cverlafting difpleafure. The poor finner perceives 
that he is in a ilate of condemnation and ruin, . 
^nd owns that it is of the Lord's mercy he is alive, 
and not fent to that place of punifliment which his 
crimes have deferved. His mouth is flopped by 
the confcioufnefs of his guilt, fo that he is con- 
vinced it would be juft in God to caft him off for 
ever. 

I am far from having any defign to fix a ftandard 
for the degree of penitential difquietude. The con- 
viftions of fome are attended with much more 
terror than thofe of others. I am farther ftill from 
having any intention to fuggell, that a long'courfe 
of time is neceffary for thefe difcOveries. Peter's 

hearers 
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bearers were brought to a fenfe of their fins, and 
to diicoveries of pardoning mercy on the fame day, 
in the fame place, if not under the fame fermon. 
Tlie jailor at Philippi faw himfelf a loft finner, 
and rejoiced in the falvation of Jefus the fame 
night. 

But I do not find any Inftance in the word of 
God, of a man's being filled with the comforts of 
divine love and favour, who has never had any 
fenfe of the evil of fin, or of his own miferable 
and undone ilate. That faith does no< appear to be 
of the faving kind, which is not accompanied with 
repentance from dead works. It is ufual for poor 
finners to liave their minds enlightened tp fee the 
xiature and number of their crimes, and tp be filled 
wilh awful api^eh^nfions of the <lreadful malignity 
of fin, before they are brought to rejoice in God's 
favour and pardoniaglove. ** In that day thou flialt 
fay, O Lord I will praife thee ; for though thou 
waft angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou conaforteft me. Behold God is my fal- 
vation; I will truft, and not be afraid; for the 
Lord Jehovah is my ftrength and my fong; he is 
alfo'become my falvation.'' 

I would alk you farther. Have you been con- 
vinoed that 4he whole world cannot procure you. 
winte3;:eftin the divine favour ? That neither angels 

P3 in 



174 LIFE IN 

111 heaven, nor men on earth; that neither riches, 
honours, gifts, endowments, nor qualifications of 
any kind, can reconcile you to God? Are you 
perfuaded that thoufands of rams, and ten thou- 
fands of rivers of oil would be of no avail in this 
cafe ? That fliould all the holy men on earth unite 
with the faints in heaven to procure your pardon, 
they would not prevail ? That fhould Noah^ Da* 
niel and Jfob^ Lot, Mofis and Samuel ftand up to 
turn away the wrath of God from you, they would 
not fucceed? That if all the angels in heaven 
fhould intercede for you, their interpofition would 
not be fufficient? Nay, have you been made fen- 
fible that your own prayers, tears, failings, and 
humiliations cannot atone for the leaft of your of- 
fences ? That nothing wrought in you, or per- 
formed by you, can make amends for what you 
have done amifs, pacify divine wrath, or entitle 
you to the favour and acceptance of that holy Being 
again ft whom you have finned? 

He ^vho is under the teachings and guidance of 
the holy Spirit of God, is fully perfuaded, that his 
own righteoufnefs is but as filthy rags in point of 
merit; that no qualifications he can bring, will be 
of any avail ; that nothing can give fatisfaftion to 
injured juftice, but a facrifice of infinite value; 
and fuch is the facrifice ^vhich Jefus Cbrift has 

'J offered. 
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offered. It is the blood of that Lamb of God alone 
which cleanfeth from all fin, who, by one offering, 
hath perfefted for ever them that are fan6lified» 
The finner who is taught of God, dares not ap- 
proach the divine throne but through a Mediator. 
He knows that acceptance with him is only in the 
Beloved ; in whom the Father hath declared him- 
felf well-pleafed» He knows that juftice muft have 
full fatisfa6Hon, and that this is no where to be 
found, but in the atonement which the Son of 
God made, when he appeared in the end of the 
world, to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. 

I will aflc you again ; Have you earneftly fought 
reconciliation with God through the Redeemer? 
Though there is nothing meritorious in all your 
feeking, yet this is the appointed mean of coming 
to the enjoyment of a fenfe of intereft in the divine 
favour* If the fubje6is of ah earthly potentate have 
been guilty of treafonable praftices again ft his 
throne and government, and he has made it known 
to them, that he will not be reconciled^ except 
they feek his favour through the mediation of his 
fon and heir, the offending fubjefls can have no 
ground to expeft a reinftatement in their prince's 
favour, fo long as they negle£l the appointed way. 

Herod was, highly difpleafed with the men of 
Tyre and Sidon; but they came \yith one accord to 

him, 
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him, and tiavifig made Blufiud^ the king^s jcbaffi- 

berlain, their frieii<!, defired fe^iCe* Have yoa 

proceeded in fome fuch way as ^this, in hckia^ 

at>God*s hand the life of your fouls ? Do you feek 

his favour through ihe mediation, Ihe fatisfaiSiies« 

atid the iiiterceifion of Jdm? He has jpend^bvdd 

the divine throne appif)achable by (mners. ' He ^h 

the way, the truth, and the life; no man can cottie 

to the Father but by him. He hath delivered fiu* 

Hers from the wrath to come, having made peace 

by the blood of his crofs. He gave himfelf, the 

jufl for the unjuft, that he might bring us to <Godi» 

^qfiph faidito his 'brethren^ *' Ye fhall not fee my^ 

face, uolefs ye^brii]^ your brother Benjamin." S^ 

in effeft, the Lord fays to us, " £xpe6l no'fayouir 

wiith'nie,(butonIy through him iii whom I bftvede* 

clared myfeif well-pleafed.'* 

* Do you tfaeo make it the bufinefs offouv livda 

to feek the bleiHngs oS grace through the Ae^ 

deemer ? Do you daily come to 4he Father hyhimt 

entTGBting his ^our with your wjhole hearts? 

Jefus is edile to fiave^to the uttermofl: all that »coioe 

unto the Fathcar by him. * 

per- 

♦ Wc confider the infpired writings as exhibiting 
a full, free, and'cvcrlafting falvation, by Jefus;Chrift, 
for the chief of finners ; we conlider the tefttmooy 

of 
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Permit me to aflc you another queftion ; What 
tokens of favour have you received from that 
God whom you thus feek ? Have you experienced 
thofe powerful conviftions of fin which we have 

men« 

of God concerning his incaritate Son, as a complete 
warrant for the moft guilty and ungodly to believe 
in him. The word of grace, refpcfting the perfcft 
work of Chrift, being viewed in this light, is de- 
fervedly, and by way of fingular eminence^ calledi 
The glad tidings. 

Nothing is requifite, in order to a participation of 
Chrift and his benefits, but a grant from God. It is 
not under the notion of poiTeding any virtuous difpo- 
fition ; of being, by good habits and qualities, diftin- 
guiihed from other men ; of being well humbled for 
fin ; or of being deeply awakened in confcience, that 
finners mufl firO: believe in Jefus. No : but as tranf- 
gre{fors ; as in a perifhing ftate ; and as having no- 
thing to preferve them from defpair, except what the 
fcripture fays concerning Chrifl, his offices, and his 
grace. 

But there is a great and palpable difference between 
perfons, while in their native ftate, being authorifed 
to believe in Jefus ; and their being warranted, while 
in that condition, to conclude themfelves to be in the 
favour of God, and to expeB final happinefs. It is a 
grols miftake, to fuppofe, that whoever is warranted^ 

. to 
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, mentioned above, as common to all the fave i of 
the Lord ? When you have read fome portion of 
the facred fcriptures, or heard the word preached, 
bath the Holy Spirit fet home upon your hearts and 

con- 
to believe on Chrifl^ is^ at the very fame iiiiUntj 
merely on the fame ground, and while an unbeliever, 
equally authorized to expe& everlafting life. 
• Foi: he that believer oa.>Chri&} looks to him as 
ji^ifying the ungodly^ hut he \who, on fcripturail 
grounds, hopes for future felicity^ cxpcfts it as a 
'believer; as in a juflified &te; as. having a turn of 
lieak-t, ih)ibme degi«e fuited. to the employments and 
mjoytnents of <heaven« '&cc^u&i tuiihfiid ko&ne/s n« 
minJkaMfec the Lord • 

Did Pm^ for inHancej believe in Jelus ? It was . 
iinder the 4:opfideratiQn of himfeH, as a blafphemer, 
a perfecutoiTi and the chkf of finners. Did he rejoice 
In hope ? Ht <was^ as having received the atonement ; 
as bearing the <im<ige of Chn& ; and as having a fpiri« 
tual.reIifh,£or heavenly things* The ^»ner believes :. 
the believer hopes,. 

Nor. can any man believe in Chrift, and continue a ^ 
rebel againft ^God : for ibvereign tucrey, (When it re- 
lieves the confcience, alters the 'bias of the heart, and- 
forms the chura£kr anew. God, in the exercife and 
manifefbation of paiid.oildng grace to rebels, makes 
tbeiA his friends. Tbitt diviJoe goodnefs leads to re. 

pentance^ 
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confciences, what youTiave read or heard» f<iying 
to you* as Nathan to Davids " Thou art the man?" 
The Lord dwells witli thofe» in the maaifqfiatiQxts^ 
of his favour, who tremble ajt hi;s woi^d ;, who hear 
•and read it with holy aw^i humble rev^^nce, and 
godly fear* Has this been your cafe? H^s the. 
word of God dwelt on your hearts viitti abiding ef- 
ficacy and energy? It isSieard and read by inany 
'Others, hut k dwelk in them that believe, and 
twarks eSoQ.\wi\y in them* ^ This is an in4icatipA 
«of fpecisi fa^foaz^ 

19» ye'n experience the gracious operations ^f 
nhe blefled SfHcitin the private ex^ercifes of reli* 
igtpn? Mow do yen find it with you ia. the dut^s^ 
»of pfayer, medttsyLion, and felf-examination ? What 
^humiHsition for fin, ^hat elevatioa< of d^fire, o{ 
hope and tr«ift^ do you &xperience {rom time to 
6mt? If we am^e interefted in the diving (savours, 
tfa^ Spirit helpeth our infirmities, making interceC* 
tipn for us, with groanings which cannot be utn 
rteFe4; and he that fe2^,cbeth the hearty, knpweth 

what 

'pentancc, ^to holinefs, and to hope of everlafting hap- 
pincfs. There is forgivenefs with God that he may 
be feared. 

This fubjeO; is very judicioufly handled in Mn 
Bnoth^s Ghd Tidinf^ toperiflilng Sia9«r«. 
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what is the mind of the Spirit, becaufe he maketh 
interceffion for the faints according to the will of 
God. The drawing, the melting, and invigorating 
influences of the Spirit, in your retired moments, 
are unknown to men, but they are known to him 
with whom you have to do ; and moft certainly 
they ought to be reckoned among the tokens of his 
favour. 

Are you abidingly imprefled with a fenfeofthe 
excellence and the beauty of holinefs ? Is the re- 
ligion of Jefus, amidfi all the difficulties and trials 
which attend it, that which you moft fincerely and 
heartily approve? Do you chufe to fuffer affliflion 
with the people of God, rather than enjoy the plea- 
fures of fin which are but for a feafon ? Though 
you are often in heavinefs through manifold temp- 
tations, yet perhaps there are feafons when wif- 
dom's ways are attended with pleafantnefs and 
peace to your fouls. The truths and promifes of 
the gofpel are the joy and rejoicing of your hearts. 
Surely thefe are indications of favour. It is not 
thus with thofe whofe minds are alienated from 
the life of Qod. 

You perhaps experience^ at fome feafons, gra- 
cious and comfortable returns of prayer. In dark- 
ncfs, trouble, and perplexity, you have poured 
out your complaint before God, and he has wrought 

out 



god's favour l8i 

out deliverance for you. Let not tbefe inilances 
of divine favour be overlookedf ** In the day 
when I cried," fays the Pfalraift, '* thou anfweredft 
me, and ftrengthenedft me with ftrength in my 
foul. I called upon the Lord, and he beard rae, 
and delivered me out of my diftreffes." The to- 
kens of divine favour have been granted to you 
when you have been feeking them, by prayers^ 
and tears, and humiliations. The gracious pro-* 
mifes of the God of truth have thus been accom- 
pliffaed in your behalf, fo that you have been con- 
ftrained to fay, " Thou haft dealt well with thy 
fervant, according to thy word." 

You can, perhaps, recolleft fome happy {eafons 
when the Lord has toanifefted himfelf to you with 
fuch clear difcoveries of his fpecial love, as that 
you could not then doubt of your intereft in it. 
The Holy Spirit brought his own evidence along 
with him, bearing witnefs with your fpirits that 
you were the children of God, fo that you could 
fay, with humble confidence, *' I know that my 
Redeemer liveth." The Lord was ready to fave 
you when your heart was fainting, and your flefli 
failing; his fatistying comforts came in fo fea- 
fonably, as to bring you back, as it were, from 
the gates of death. When you were faying, " Will 
he be favourable no more ? Is his mercy clean 
No, XV. I. Q gone 
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gone for ever? Will he be favourable no more ?" 
You have then, in the hour of your extremity, ex- 
perienced, that he has turned your darknefs into 
day ; he has put off your fackcloth, and girded you 
with gladnefs. The effeSs of thefe manifeftations 
gave evidence to you whence they proceeded. 
For if the king's favour is as dew upon the grafs, 
the favour of the iCing of kings muft have a 
kindly influence on the heart to draw it to faimfelf, 
and to make the foul fruitful in his ways. 

This leads me t6 alk you, What is your beha- 
viour towards God ? When indulged with tokens 
of his love, do you welcome them, prize them, and 
bear them in remembrance? We pay great atten- 
tion to the tokens of love which we receive from 
our earthly friends. Their gifts are laid'^ up a- 
mong our choiceft treafures. We put a high 
value on- the leaft expreflions of regard from thofc 
whom we'fincerely love. Surely then we fliould 
be greatly 2lffe£led with every indication of our 
Redeemer's favour, and fay to him, *' Becaufe 
thy loving kindnefs is better than life, my lips 
fhall praife thee. Thus will I blefs thee while I 
live;' I will lift up my hands in thy name. My 
foul ihall be fatisfied with marrow and fatnefs; 
and my mouth (hall praife thee with joyful lips, 
when I remember thee upon my bed, atad medi- 
tate 
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tate on thee in the night-watches; becaufe thou 
haft been my help, therefore, in the fliadow. of tliy 
wings will I rejoice;" * 

After fuch gracious manifeftations of divine fa- 
vour, are you excited to watchfulnefs and circum- 
fpe£lion ? A perfon. who travels in. a ftrange- 
country, having rich jewels, and other valuable ar, 
tides in his poiTeffion, is conflantly on his guard, 
left he ihould be robbed of his treafure. Do you> 
proceed with the fame caution, left (in, Satan, or^ 
a deluding world ihould deprive you bi your- 
{piritual comforts ?. What £zrtf fays,, in refpeft to 

Q 2.. the 

• * jFohn was called the difciple whom Jfefus loved* 
And where will heraldry, among all herboafted titles 
of honour, find one that can ftand in competition 
with that which was conferred upon him ? He waa 
beloved o£ Jefus,.who was himfelf the beloved of the 
Father. Could we fuppofe a prince to reign univcrfal 
monarch over all the kingdoms of the world, the fole 
fountain of every kind of earthly honour to every in- 
dividual man under the whole heavens, how gladly, 
at the hour of death, would he refign all, to be the 
beloved difciple of fuch a Maftcr ? And if nothing 
be eftccmcd too high a price for the favour of an 
earthly fovereign, a man, whofe breath is in his nof- 
trils, how ftiould we value the love of him who 
abideth for ever, and will make us partakers of his 
own immortality !' 

Bp. Horne*s fcrmon on The beloved Difciple, 
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the Ifraelites in general, may be juftly referred to 
in this cafe; "And now, for a little fpace, grace 
liath been fhewed from the Lord our God, that 
our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a 
little reviving in our bondage; fliould we again 
break his commandments, would he not be angry 
with us?" 

Do you endeavour to comfort others with the 
comforts wherewith you have been comforted of 
God ? Do you fpeak well of his nanie?^ Do you 
tell of his falvation from day to day, among fucb 
as are likely to profit by the relatton ? Are yoi 
faying, •• Come and hear, ye that fear God, and 
I will tell you what he hath done for my foul ?" 

Do thefe in fiances of divine favour make yoK 
long for the heavenly (late, where you ball <be ia 
no danger of offending God, or of being deprived 
of the light of his countenance ? Do you love and 
long for the Redeemer's appearance ? Is the lan- 
guage of your foul like that of holy men of old, 
' When (hall I come and appear before God in 
Zion ! How long ihall I dwell in Mefech^ and fo* 
journ in the tents of Kedarf When ftiall I be in 
the prefence of my Saviour, where there is fulnefs 
of joy, and at whofe right hand there are pleafures 
for evermore! When Ihall I behold his face in 
righteoufnefs, awake in his likenefs, and be fatis* 

fied! 



god's favour. 185 

fied ! I {hall then know that in his favour is life. 
If it be fo delightfully tranfporting to tafte that he 
is gracious here below, what will it be to dwell ^ 
with him for ever above! In ray flefh (hall I fee 
God, in the perfon of his Son, not through a glafs 
darkly, but face to face. O bleffed dayl When 
fliall it dawn ; when my willing foul ihall take her 
flight above the fun, the moon, and the ftarry lamps 
of heaven, into the immediate prefence of my Sa- 
viour ! 

Come 16ve> come life, and that bleft day 
For which I languifh, come away !' 

Biit let me farther afk you. What is your beha- 
viour towards God, in the general courfe of your 
life ? If you are the beloved of God, and called 
to be faints, fome evidence of this muft appear, . 
both in the frame of your fpirits, and in your out- 
ward converfation. Are you afraid of doing any 
thing that may grieve the Holy Spirit ? Do you 
hate fin, and fly from it, becaufe it is offenfive to 
the Molt High ? When temptations to that which 
is evil prefent themfelves, do you repel them like 
Jofeph^ " How (hall I do this wickednefs, and fin 
againft God !'* Do you reverence the commands of 
Zion's King^ endeavouring to yield obedience to 
them, and making it the conllant care and bufi^ 

Q 3 n-^s 
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nefs of your lives to cleave to God with full pur- 
pofe of heart, and to walk worthy of him who has 
called you to his eternal kingdom and glory ? Can 
you fay with the apoflle Paul^ " Herein do I ex- 
crcife myfelf fo as to have always a confciencevoid 
of offence, both towards God, and towards men?"* 
Do you daily wait upon God in all thofe ways 
and ordinances where he has promifed to meet his 
children, and to afford his gracious prefence ? Do 
you feek to enjoy him in the ufe of the appointed 

means ? 

* * If the Son of God became the Son of man, 
why fhould it feem a thing incredible, that the fons 
of men fhould become the Ions of God ? Beloved, 
now arc we the fons of God ; and it doth not 
yet appear what we Ihall be ; but we know, that 
when Chrift, who is our life, Ihall appear, then fliall 
we alfo appear with him in glory ; for wc fhall fee 
him as he is. 

' To achriftian the advice of the philofopher comes 
with redoubled force ; * Reverence yourfelf/ Con- 
fidcr to whom you are related, by whom you have 
been begotten again to a lively hope of an unfading 
inheritance. The flock from which you are fprung 
is noble, it is royal, it is divine, Difgrace it not by 
bafe and unworthy aftions. Your inheritance is with 
the faints in light ; have no fellowfhip with the 
works of darknefs. Let your education be fuitable 
to your birth, your conduft anfwerable to your cx- 
peftations.* 

3p. Home's Sermon on Tht Word Incarnate, 
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means ? And are you diffatisficd when you have 
not nearnefs to God, and communion with him in 
thofe means ? He who looks for his felicity in the 
divine favour is ready to fay, *' One thing have I 
defired of the Lord, that will I feek after ; tha^t I 
may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple. When thou faideft, Seek 
ye my face, my heart faid unto thee. Thy face, 
Lord» will I feek. Hide not thy face far from me; 
put not thy fervant away in anger ; thou haft been 
my help ; leave me not, neither forfake me, O God 
of my falvation.^" If this be your cafe, you will be 
troubled when your heavenly Father with-hold$ 
the light of his countenance, and fufpends the^om* 
fortable fenfe of his favour. You will lay it deeply 
to heart, and fay, ** Caft me not away from thy 
prefence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Reftore unto me the joy of thy falvation, and up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit." 

What is the difpofition of your minds towards 
thofe" who are of the houfehold of faith ? Are 
thofe your favourites who appear to be interefted 
in God's favour ? Do you efteem thofe the ex- 
cellent of the earth, and is your delight in them ? 
Do you honour thfem that fear the Lord ? Are they 
amiable in your eyes, becaufe they bear the image 

of 
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of Chrifi, embrace his truth, obey his commands, 
and follow his example ? " God is love ; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. 

Is the body of fin your greateft burden? Striv- 
ing againft it, weary of it, and groaning under it, 
do you cry, from time to time, with the holy 
apofile Paul, " O wretched man that I am ! Who 
fhall deliver me from the body of this death ?" 
Are you laying afide every weight, and the fin 
which eafily befets you, that you may run with pa^ 
tience the race which is fet before you ? Are yon 
hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs, for- 
getting the things behind, and reaching forth to the 
things before, do you prefs towards the mark for 
the prize of your high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus ? This is the difpofition of thofe who are in- 
tereftedin the divine favour. *' He that hath this 
hope in him, purifieth himfelf even as he is pure." 

Finally, do you love God, though you have fome 
doubts refpefting his love to you ? Is he the objeft 
of your fupreme defire, when you have no fen*- 
fible experience of hi& favour? The woman of 
Syrophenicia followed Jefus when he feemed to flee 
from her ; flie renewed her requeft, and repeated 
her entreaties, when he appeared to be deaf to her 
cries, and to treat her with total negle6l. She 

could 
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could not give up the point, though every thing 
feemed to make again (t her. This hath frequently 
been the cafe with thofe who are the objefts of the 
divine favour. We find one faying, " My foul 
followeth hard after thee;** another, "Though I 
cry and (bout, yet he ihutteth out my prayer;" and 
a third, " Though he flay me, yet will I truft in 
him/' Thefe are ftrong expreffions of love to 
God, and, as fucb, evidences of 'wifartfk in his 
favour. 

Where {hall the tribes of Adam £nd 
The fov'reign good to fill the mind ? 
Ye fons of moral wifdom, fhow 
The fpring whence living waters flow. 

Say, will the StoLc's fiijaty heart 
Melt, and this cordial juice impart ? 
Could Plato find thefe Uifsful ftreano« 
AmongH his raptures and his dreams ? 

In vain I afk ; for nature's powV 
Extends but to this mortal hour : 
'Twas but a poor relief (he gave 
Againft the terrors of the grave. 

JESUS, our kinfman, and our GOD, 
Array 'd in majedy and blood. 
Thou art our Life ; our fouls in thee 
Poflefs a full felicity. 

All 
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All our immortal hopes are laid 
In thee our Surety and our Head ; 
Thy crofs, thy cradle, and thy throne, . 
Are big with glories yet unknown. 

Let atheifts fcofF, and Jfezos blafpheme 
Th' eternal life, and Jefus' name ; . 
A word of his almighty breath 
Dooms the rebellious world to death*. 

But let my foul for ever lie 
Beneath the favour of thine eye ; 
*Tis heav'n on earth, 'tis heav'n above. 
To fee thy face, to tafte thy love. 



CHAP xii; 

TAe SubjeS farther improved^ by Way of In/kruSion 

amd Exhortation^ 

pERMIT meto* addrefs you, my dear fellow- 
finner, who are refilng fatisfied with the com- 
mon bounties of God*s providence, without being 
concerned to know your intereft in his fpecial 
favour. The bleflings you daily receive from the 
indulgent hand of the univerfal Parent of mankind, 
ihould excite in you earneft defires after thofe fpe- 
cial tokens of his love, by which his peculiar 

people 
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people are diftinguiflied from all others. God is 
good and kind to all. His tender mercies are over 
all his works. He is kind to the unthankful and 
the evil ; but his own children are partakers 6f 
bleffings of a more exalted nature than thofe which 
are bellowed on men in general. He bleffeth them 
with all fpiritual bleffings in heavenly things, in 
Chrift Jefus. The Lord maketh his fun to fliine 
promifcuoufly on the juft and the unjuft; but on 
thofe who fear his name, he caufeth the Sun of 
righteoufnefs to arife, with healing under his wings. 
To thofe who acknowledge him not, he gives rain 
from heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling their 
-hearty with food and gladnefs ; but his falvation is 
nigh them that fear him. Can you be fatisfied 
with the former without the latter ? Do you crave 
nothing more at his hands than health and wealth, 
earthly honours and outward comforts ? Do you 
not know, that many have had a large (hare of thefe 
things, who have lived without God in the world, 
died in their fins, and gone down to the regions of 
darknefs ? Dives fared fumptuoufly every day ; 
but what was his end ? He died, he was buried, 
and in hell he lifted up his eyes. * 

It 

* The fading nature of all thofe things on which 
worldly men place their alfeftions, is fct forth to us 

in 
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It is recorded concerning Martin Luther ^ that he 
ufed to fay, • I will not be put off with a worldly 
portion.' And is fuch a portion all that you defire? 

r. Sup. 

in the fcriptures, under the cxpreflive image of a 
dream. A dream is fleeting and tranfitory, a whole 
night paifeth away in it as one hour, or one moment, 
^nce, during fleep, wc have no idea of the fucceflion 
af time. " Knoweft thou not this of old," fays 
Zophar^ in the book of Johy ** fmce man was placed 
upon earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is 
ihort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo- 
ment 7 Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens, and his head r«ach unto the clouds, yet he 
ihall perilh for ever like his own dung ; they "who 
have fecn him fliall fay, Where is he? He (hall fly 
away as a dream, and fhall not be found ; yea, he 
(hall be chafed away as a vifion of the night.'* 

" How are they brought into defolation," fays 
Davidf ^^ as in a moment ; they are utterly confumed 
with terrors'! As a dream when one awaketh, fo, O 
Lord, (halt thou make their image to vanifh." Such 
a flate of delulion is the ilate of the world ; fo vain, 
fo incoherent, fo tranfitory, are the fchemcs and dc- 
figns of worldly men. And however important they 
may appear to the projeftors of them, at the time, 
yet moft certain it is, that what the fcripture faith of 
Pharaoh, may be faid with equal truth of every man 
when he comes to die, whofe chief thought and care 
have been taken up about the things of this world, 
" He awoke, and, behold, it was a dream !" 



god's favour. 193 

Suppofing your wifhes were gratified with riches 
in abundance, houfes and lands, and all manner of 
earthly profperity ; what would all thefe avail in 
that awful hour which is approaching, when your 
foul mull be fummoiied to appear before the judg- 
ment-feat of Chrift ? Will the fuperior advantages 
you have enjoyed in this world procure you favour 
in that court? Will the Judge fupreme be a re- 
fpefter of perfons, regarding the rich more than 
the poor? No; all worldly diftinftions will then 
be over. Little do thofe confider this, who are 
eagerly grafping after what the fcriptures call filthy 
lucre, and violating confcience to acquire it. But 
let them know, that ** as the partridge fitteth on eggs, 
and hatcheth them not, fo he that gettcth riches, 
and not by tight, (hall leave them in the mid ft of 
his days, and at his end fhall be a fool." 

Let me entreat you, reader, to direft your aims 
to fomething higher than fuch a portion as a man 
may poffefs in this world, and yet be mlferable in 
the next. Look, with earneft folicitude, for that 
of which death cannot deprive you, '* Godlinefs 
is profitable to all things, having the promife of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come." 
In the favour of God is life everlafting. •* This 
is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, 
and I Jefus Chrift whom Ihou haft fent." His fa- 
No. XV. a. R VOUC 
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vour indeed will fweeten and feafbn all outward 
enjoyments. To the wicked God fays, " I will 
even curfe your bleffings, yea, I have curfed them 
already." But to his own children, every creature 
of God is good, being fanftified with the word of 
God, and prayer. What a happinefs is it, when a 
man, by- temporal enjoyments, as by the cords of 
love, is drawn nearer to the Giver of all good. 

Learn to form a proper eilimate of the outward 
bleffings of providence, and not to over-rate them. 
Surely you muft be fenfible that the enjoyment of 
God, the love of Chrift, and the in-dwelling of 
the Holy Spirit, together with the bleffings of 
pardon of fin, peace of confcience, and an eter- 
nal weight of glory, are infinitely preferaT^le to 
any thing of a worldly nature. There is no room 
for comparifon here. The things which are feen 
are but temporal, but thofe which are not feen are 
^eternal. Elevate your thoughts, extend your de- 
fires, and ftretch the pinions of your fouls above 
the perifliable enjoyments of this tranfitory world ; 
feek fir ft the kingdom of God and his rightcoufnefs, 
and all thefe things (hall be added unto you, fo far 
as to infinite wifdom may feem beft for you. ♦ 

To 

♦ A crown of everlailkig glory is not furely fuch 
-a trifle as to be thrown away on a carelefs creature, 

Avho 
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To excite you to what we are now recommend- 
ing, the examples of the beft and wifeil men that 
ever lived upon earth are fet before you. Enochs 
Noah^ Abraham, Ifaac ^ni. Jfacob : Mqfes, Jojhua, 
Samuel and David; all the holy prophets, patri- 
archs and apoilles; the noble army of martyrs and 
confeflbrs ; the great cloud of witneffes with which 
\fi^ a^e Qoi^pafled a^out, ^enounced this worlds 
aigul kK>k^ for tbei^ felicity \n God's favour. Nor 
w^frQ they difappoint^d ; they are now triumphing 
in his blifsful prefence above. Be you a follower 

Vs « of 

who will not in goodearneft purfue it. Though it is 
freely given, yet that we may not foolifhly- dream of 
enjoying itf in the midft of a courfe of indolence and 
floth, we are es^prefsly told in thewprd.of God, that 
" the kingdoip QJf heaven fuffcrs violence, and the 
violent take it by force.** And we are therefore ex- 
horted to drive, with the greateft intenfenefs and 
eagcrnefs of mind, as the word properly (ignifies, to 
enter in at the ftrait gate, for this great and important 
reafon, becaufe many (hall, another day, feek to enter 
in, and (hall not be able. Nay, when our Lord 
makes the mofl graciouis promifes to the humble peti- 
tioner, he does it in fuch a manner, as to exclude the 
hopes of thofe who are carelefs and indifferent. '' Aik, 
and it fhall be given you ; feek, and ye fhall find; 
knock, and it fliall be opened unto you." If there- 
fore you do not afk, feck and knock, how can you ex- 
peft the door of mercy to be opened unto you ? 
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of them who through faith and patience do now in- 
herit the promifes. Were the glorified faints in 
heaven to addrefs you, would they not, with one 
voice, invite you to follow them ? Would they 
not fay, '• Seek the Lord and his ftrength ; feck 
his face evermore?" They never repented of the 
happy choice they were enabled to make, when 
on earth they preferred the light of God's coun- 
tenance to the increafe of corn, of wine, and of 
oil; when they efteemed all the moft. flattering 
profpefls the world can afford but drofs and dung, 
in comparifon with the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chrift Jcfus the Lord. 

The Bereans are ftiled nobU^ for their ready re- 
ception of that gofpel which (hews how finners are 
reconciled to God, through the death of his Son. 
Men of a noble fpirit afpirc after great things ; and 
what honour can be compared with that of friend- 
fhip with the King of kings? The mini&ers of the 
gofpel, with one voice, pray you, in Chrift's ftead» 
to be reconciled to God. Your godly neighbours 
and pious relations wifti this for you above every 
thing elfe. The conftant ftudy and endeavour of 
thofe who hold forth unto you the word of life, is 
to bring you to God, This is the cnA of their 
prayers and their preaching. They travail in birth 
with you, till Chrift be formed in you. They 

would 
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would think their toils fuJBBciently rewarded, if 
finners Were brought to repentance, and engaged 
in feeking the divine favour, with their whole 
hearts. They are willing to fpend and be fpent ; 
if they may but, in fo doing, win fouls to God. 
As friends of the Bridegroom, they would rejoice 
greatly in the betrothing of finners to him. 

To the examples of the beft of men, to the ear- 
neft folicitudeof relations, to the prayers, the tears, 
the entreaties and perfuafions of minifters, we may 
add the voice of the dying. Reader, could you 
be prefent with all thofe who lie on beds of lan- 
guifliing, and hear the cautions and counfek of en- 
lightened fouls, who are juft goiilg to launch forth 
into the eternal world, while capable of exprefling 
their fentiments, to what would they call your im- 
mediate and earneft attention ? What would they 
recommend to you, as moft worthy of your pur- 
fuit ? Would they not all, as with one voice, cry, 
* Make it your care to mind the one thing needful; 
touknow Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. Make 
it your care to feek fir ft the kingdom of God, and 
his righteoufnefs ; to fly for refuge to the hope fet ^ 
before you; to give diligence to make your calling 
and eleftion fure ; to renounce the world, with all 
its deluding vanities and vexatious cares ; to look 
after the evcrlafting welfare of your foul, with ear- 

R 3 neft 
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neft and unwearied folicitude, that you may know 
your interefl in the divine favour, and be made 
meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the 
faints in light ?' ♦ 

If 

• * What if to the teftimony of the dying, we 
could add that of the dead ? What if God were to 
turn afidc the veil which feparatcs between us and 
the invifible world, and to permit the moft carelefs 
finner among us to converfe for a few moments with 
the inhabitants of it ? If you were to apply yourfelf 
to a happy fpirit, that trodc the moft thorny road to 
paradife, or pafled through the moft fiery trial, and 
to afk him, ** Was it worth your while to labour fo 
much, and to endure fo much for what you now pof- 
fcfs ?*• Surely, if the blcffcd in heaven were capable of 
indignation, it would move them to hear that it 
fhould be- made a queftion. 

* And, on the other hand, if you could inquire of 
one tormented in that flame below, though he might 
once be clothed in purple and finclinen, and fare 
fumptuoufty every day, if you could afk hin, 
" Whether his former enjoyments were any equiva- 
lent for his prcfent fuffcrings and defpair ?*' What 
anfwer do you fuppofe he would return? Perhaps an 
anfwer of fo much horror and rage, as you would not 
be able fo much as to endure. Or if the malignity of 
his nature (hould prevent him from returning any 
anfwer at all, furely there would be a language even 
in that filence, a language in the darknefs, and flames, 
and groans of that infernal prifon, which would fpcak 

to 
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If none of thefe will prevail with you, let me en- 
treat you to confider the great end of the Redeemer *^s 
coming into the world. Was it not to feek and to 
•fave that' which was loft ? Did he not die, the juft 
for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God? 
Was he not lifted up upon the crofs, that he might 
draw all men unto him ? Why was he a man of 
forrows, and acquainted with grief? Why did he 
agonize in the garden of Gtthftmane^ and fweat, as 
it were, great drops of blood falling to the ground ? 
Why was he ftricken, fmitten of God, and aflflifled ? 
Why was he bound with cords, fcourged with rods, 
crowned with thorns, blindfolded, fpit upon, and 
buffeted ? Why was he led as a lamb to the flaugh- 
ter? Why was he nailed to the crofs ? And why 
did he there offer up himfelf without fpot to God ? 

Was 

to your very foul what the word of God is, with 
equal certainty, though lefs forcible conviftion,fpeak- 
ing to your ear, that ont thing is needfuL You fee it 
is fo in the judgment of God the Father, and the 
Lord Jcfus Chrift, of the wifeft and bed of men, of 
many, who feemed- to judge mqft differently of it, 
when they come to more ferious and deliberate 
thought, and not only of the dying, but of the dead • 
too, of thofe who have experimentally known both 
worlds, and mod furely know what is to be pre- 
ferred.' 

Dr. Doddridge's fermon on the Care of the SouL 
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Was not all this that he might gain the heart& of 
finners to himfelf, and procure their peace, their 
pardon, their reconciliation to God, and their ever- 
lafting falvation ? And is this of no weight with* 
you ? Are you ftill unmoved, flill fecure ? 

Shall I remind you; how intent the men of the 
world are to obtain the favour of their fellow- crea- 
tures? Many will entreat the favour of the prince, 
and feek after the notice and regard of him that 
giveth gifts. The tenant is folicitbus for the good- 
will of his landlord, on whom he is dependent. In- 
feriors covet the notice of their fuperiors, and fome- 
times feek to obtain it by obfequioufly crouching 
to their capricious humours^ and by bafe com- 
pliances with their unreafonable requifitions. The 
objeft of this folicitude is unworthy the purfuit. 
If it could be gained, where would be the advan- 
tage ? " Surely men of low degree are vanity, and 
men of high degree are a He : to be laid in the ba- 
lance, they are altogether lighter than vanity." But 
the favour of God is life ; his fmile is felicity ; his 
frown is de(lru6lion. Heaven and earth tremble 
before him when once he is angry. His difplea- 
fure may make us miferable for ever; but the light 
of his countenance will conititute the .obje£ls of it 
completely and eternally happy. Who then would 
be unconcerned about friendfliip with him ? Surely 

every 
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eveiy man, who wears out his life in feeking the 
regard or the honour which comes from men, 
walketh in a vain (hew ; furely they are difquieted 
'in vain : but now. Lord, what wait I for ? my 
hope is in thee. 

Who would be content to live for one hour ia 
a ftate of uncertainty, with regard to the favour of 
his Maker and fupreme Judge ? It is ftrange that 
men can purfue the bufinefs and reliOi the pleafures 
of life, without the leaft folicitude about the mat- 
ter under confideration. They regard not him 
who hath directed us to embrace his Son Jefus 
Chriil, by believing in his name, as our only de- 
liverer from the wrath to come. " Kifs the Son left 
he be angry, and ye periih from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blefled are all 
they that put their truft in him." If you are in a 
ftate of impenitence and unbelief, how do you 
know but this day, this night, or this hour, you 
may be cut off in your fins, and fent to the place 
of puniflime^t? ** Becaufe there is wrath, beware, 
left he take you away with a ftroke; and then a 
great ranfom cannot deliver you." Do not fay, I 
hope it will be oth^rwife. What reafon have you 
for this hope, fo long as you are totally regardlefs 
of the only way of fafety ? You are by nature a 
child of wrath even as others. He that believeth 

Oct, 



^ 



t02 LIFE IN 



not, the wrath of God abideth on him. If you have 
no fpiritual acquaintance with Jefus, if you have 
never come to him, a& a loft and ruined finner» 
believing in his name for the remiflion of youf 
fins,, this is your very cale. Ypur hope tberefpre^ 
16 all delufion. 

He that believeth U bom of. God, and ft^U npi 
come into condemnation, but is pafled fcom death 
unto Kfe* The change is. great. It is a reality, 
said not the wild fancy of an euthuliaftic mind. 
Do not deceive youi&lf. He who will be your 
Jttd^ at laft, who has ^e key of Dayid/ who 
openeth ajid no oaan fhulibetb, .and ihuttedn ^nd no^ 
man openeth, even he hath faid, *' Except a 9^an 
be born again, hft- cannot enter ir^ thp kisiigdom qI 
heaven." To hopefor an. admittance intp the king- 
dom without this change, is to hope for thait whix:b,». 
in the very nature of things, cannot be. It is to 
hope that the teftimony of the King of glory, is ix>l 
true. However myflerious that change is in itfelf, 
which is fignified hy die new birth, it is made ma- 
nifeft by its e£fe£ls. Repentance of (in, faith in 
Ghrift, love to God, aSefiion to his children, and 
new obedience to his will, are its certain confe- 
quences. If to thefe you are an utter ftranger» 
deceive not yourfelf by a blind and deluGve hope 
that you are in the favour of God.' 

But 
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Sut while I would warn you againft that deceit-^ 
ful hope which only ferves to lull you to fecurity 
in a ft'ate of fin, I wauld caution you againft draw- 
ing the fatal conclufion, that there is no hope for 
you. You are yet alive, yet on the ground of 
mercy. The glad tidings of falvatibn by Jefus 
Chrift are publiflied in your ears. It is to yo4i 
that wifdom calls; her voice is to the fons of men. 
To you is the declaration made, *' Whofoever will, 
let him come, and take of the water of life freely.'* 
The door oi mercy is oot yet Ihut. The golden 
fceptre is flill held forth, " Behold now is the 
accepted time ; behold now is the day of falvation. 
To-day^ if you WMl hear his voice, harden not 
your heart." When once life is gone, in vain will 
firiners cry for mercy, and feek for favour. In 
vain will they then fay, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
, When once the Mailer of the houfe hath rifen up, 
and fhut Ae door, it will never be opened again. 
The difeafe will then be abfolbtely incurtibie, the 
ilate of the (inner entirely hopelefs, and the foul 
UHcione to all eternity. All opportunity will then 
be paft. The thought of Hhis'is awful beydnd all 
that language can exprefs. 

But, 'toy 'dear fellow-fiitrier, this is not your 
««lfe. Mercy's fparing hand hath^yet Upheld.yott, 
a^diibe^diviiie proclaniatibn ^b ftill hrade to yoisk, 

"Let 
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'* Let the v^icked forfake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; let him return to the 
Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon/' But the 
cafe admits not of one moment's delay. How 
ftands your heart aSe£led ? If in fincerity you now 
begin to cry for mercy, there is not barely a pof&. 
bility of your obtaining it, but an abfolute cer- 
tainty. •• Afk, and it fliall be given you; feek, and 
ye Ihall find ; knock, and it (hall be opened to you. 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caft out." 
The Lord of life and glory hath faid it, and his 
word is the truth itfelf. He will never falfify it. 
Beware then of faying with thofe hardened in 
defpair, •* There is no hope, no ; for I have loved 
ftrangers, and after them will . I go." Let the pro- 
clamations of divine mercy melt you to penitence, 
encourage you to believe, and excite you to pray. 
There is mercy for the chief of finners. ^ Of this 
Manajfth is an inftance, Fwul is a pattern, and 
Magdalene an example. Let God's forbearance 
and long-fuffering lead you to repentance. Ap- 
proach to a forgiving God, through the death of 
his Son, and make trial whether he will not be as 
good as his word. Think on the refelution of the 
fervants of Benhadad ; *' We have heard that the 
king of Ifrael is a merciful king : let us put fack- 

cloth 
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king o£ IJrael is a merciful king : let us put fack- 
clotb upon oiir loins, and ropes upon our heads, 
and go out to the king of I/rael; peradventure he 
will {ave our lives/' You have better ground of 
encouragement than they had. " '* For the Lord 
our God is gracious and merciful, and will not 
turn away hb £ace from you, if you return unto 
km, 

Pbrhaps fome one of my readers may be dif- 
pofed to fay, * I look upon the favour of God as 
a moft defiirable privilege, and am ufing my bed 
endeavours to obtain it.' In reply to this I would 
b^ leave to tell you, that I am afraid you do not 
coflifider the fubje6): in a proper light. Do you ima- 
gine that the privilege you mention is to be pro- 
cured by your endeavours ? That it is to be pur- 
chafed by any efforts or exeitioris of your own ? 
Whoever does, by his own righteoufnefs, feek to 
recommend himfelf to the favour of his Maker, 
betrays great ignorance of the gofpel fyftem, and 
attempts that which the fcriptures declare to be im- 
poffible to man in his degenerate ftate. For '• by 
the deeds of the Uw no flefli can be juftified in his 
fight." ♦ 

S The 

^ He who promifes himfelf he (hall obtain ac- 

ceptance with his Maker^ by keeping the law, a£b 

N«.xvi. 1. like 
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The favour of God is abfolutely and divinely 
free. Yet the facred writers every where recom- 
mend the ufe of proper means, to thofe who de- 
fire to flee from the wrath to come. *• Enter ye in 
at the ftrait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to deftru6lion, and many 
diere be which go in thereat. Becaufe ftrait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it. Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanfe 
your hands, ye finners; and purify your hearts ye 
double-minded. Be aflli£):ed, and mourn, and 
weep : let your laughter be turned to mourning, 

and 

like the country-man mentioned by the poet, who, 

being unable to ford the river, took up a rcfolutiou 

J:d wait on the banks,* till the ftrcam had all run by; 



At ilU 



Labitur^ tt labetur in omne volubilij ecvunu 

Vain man, delift.; fuch flatt'ring hopes forego^ 
It flows, and flows, and will for ever flow. 

" Ifrael^ which followed aftfcr the law of right- 
eoufnefs, hath not attained to the law of righteoul^ 
Tiefs. . Wherefore ? On hk ex vi^^cms.^ becaufe they 
fought it not in the way of faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law- For they ftumblcd at that 
-fturobling ftonc." Rom. ijc. 31, 32. 
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and your joy to heavinefs. Humble yourfelves in 
the fight of the Lord,, and he (hall lift you up," 



Then proftratc fall 



Before him reverent, and there confefs 
Humbly your faults, and pardon beg, with tears^ 
Wat'ringthe ground, and with your fighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow' unfcign'd, and humiliation meek. 

Milton. 

Let me, in the firft place, recommend unto you 
felf-refleftion, as neceffary, in order to come to a 
juft knowledge of your flate. Serioufly commune 
vfifii your own. heart, and think on your ways. To 
this exercife finners in general are extremely reluc- 
tant, and therefore they go on in fecurity, without 
any prevailing concern about their eternal in- 
terefts. ' They are like a man in a ftate of intoxi- 
cation, who fcarcely knows what he docs, and 
who never reflefts on the malignity of his a6lions, 
or the dangers to which he expofes himfelf. With- 
out feiious confideration, there is, humanly fpeak- 
ing, no hope of a found converfion. ** I thought 
on my ways, and turned my feet to thy teflimonies ; 
I made hafie, and delayed not to keep thy com- 
mandments." When the Pfalmift predifts tlic 
converfion of the Gentile nations^ he fays, " Ail 
the ends of the earth fhall remember and turn unto 

S 2 the 
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the Lord/* They fliall recolleft *flie aftions of 
their paft lives, they fliail call to mind ^hek own 
evil ways ; they fliall confider their ftate, as finners 
againft God, and a(k themfelves, what they are 
doing, whither their courfes tend, and what will 
become of them to all eternity. They have perhaps 
till this hour been wholly inattentive to thefe things. 
They have forgotten God their Maker, forgotten 
what ought to have been their principal bulinefs in 
this world, and for what purpofe they were brought 
on the ftage of exi Hence. Before tkts period «if 
reiIe6lion and ferious confideiration, men in feeisi^g 
fee not, in hearing they hear not, neilfaerfdo thejr 
under (land, and therefore God*s firft work Bptofi 
their hearts is to awaken and roufe them from their 
fecurky ; " Awake, thou that Aeepeft, and aisfe 
from the dead, and Chrift ftall give dice ligjbt." 
The prodigal firft came to himfeli, and then faid« 
*' I will arife, and go to my father." Thie Al- 
mighty's addrefs to our £rft parent after the fail 
was, " Adam^ where art thou?" This is thee ge- 
neral method he is pleafed to take with thofe 
whom he brings to repentance. " They &aU 
remember, and turn unto the Lord.'* 

Let me then entreat you to atfk yourfelves tkefe 
ferious queftions, * Am I in a Jtate of acceptance 
with God, or have I lived till diis hour as xme 

all- 
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alienated from him? The fpecial favour of the 
Maker of the univerfe is not enjoyed by every man. 
I myfelf, by nature, am a child of wrath ; but have 
I experienced a change from nature to grace ? Am 
I in a converted ftate ? Do I bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance ? What evidence can I produce of 
my being interefted in God's pardoning love ? I 
am commanded to examine myfelf, whether I be 
in the faith, and to prove my own felf, whether 
Jefus Cbrifi-be in mc,^ by the renewing operations 
of his Holy Spirit. To be at uncertainties in a 
matter of fuch moment is dangerous ; and it would 
be ftill more awful to deceive: myfelf, and.to think, 
myfelf fomething when I am nothing. 

* If I am not in a ftate pf friend(hip:with God, 
my condition is awfully dangerous, and Oiould I 
continue in it, furely. it had been better I had xls*- 
ver been born. For if I iht)uld die in fuch a ftate, 
I muft be miferable for ever;, and how do I know 
but this night my foul may be re^jiired of me ? 
Even in this life, if I am not reconciled to God, 
woe is me; for his righteous law condemns me, 
and his wrath abideth on me. The condition of 
the meaneft brute, or^of the vileft reptile, is pre- 
ferable to mine, for they have nevef. offended their 
Maker, or provoked him to anger ; but he is " an- 
gry with the wicked every day." In fuch a cafe, 

S 3 how. 
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faow 16 it poffible for a znan to be lia{q)y, 'either in 
this world or the next ! 

* Bat what is die procuring caufe of God's 4i£. 
pleafure? What are the gromnds d£ the quamel 
betwixt him and his creatttres ? Whence <csnie 
this dtfiance between him and my poor foul ? Surely 
there muft be a caufe. That God« vhofe cveatufe 
I am, and with whom I have to da, h fo holy, (6 
juft and righteous, that he cannot bnt hate fin, that 
evil thing by which I am defiled. It belongs to 
the perfe£Uon of his nature to be difpleaied -wHx 
it. I read in his facred word, that he is of parer 
tyts than to behold evil, and that he cannot looiL 
on iniquity. Let me confider this. When it is 
faid that he cannot locdc on iniquity% it muft (igixify 
the m<y& inconceivable deteftation of k. He can- 
not connive at it, he cannot iparre it; .becanfe to 
do fo would be icontrary to the bolinefs of ius na- 
ture. He can do every thing which is not con- 
trary to himfelf, to the eiTential properties of his i»- 
■ture ; but I may be fully aflinred, that he can do no» 
thing which is contraory to his truth, his boHnefe, 
or his righteoufneis ; nothing inconfiflent wiib 
thefe his adorable perfe£lions. 

* Is it not on this ground, ihat the purity of God 
is fometimes exprefied by jealoufy ? For the aft- 
ture of jealoufy is not to fpare« Nothing but the 
executing of vengeance will (atisfy it. Is not this 

what 
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ifthMthe Alaiigbty iatended in the 4:evelatian of 
tumfelf "which he made to Mo/isj " Who will by no 
nueanfi clear the guilty ?" Does not this mean, that 
ke iwill not clear them without fatrsfa£lion made to 
his injured juAice and hoUnefs ? Is it not iaid, that, 
to finners as fach« ^ Our God is a confuming 
fire ?" Did not the controverfy between him and 
Us creatures commence withthe£ril tranfgreffion? 
Is, not ihe breach perpetQaily widened by the com- 
imHion of a£lual fms ? Our iniquities have f^pa- 
I'Bted between us and our God ; they have coo- 
cbidied im face and favour from us, and provoked 
diis ivkattfaful indignation. * ' But 

* ' There can be no right judgment made of the 
nature and demerit of (in, without x due confidera- 
licm of the nature and bolincfs of -HIM Bgainft whom 
it is committed. Nothing, therefore, will Ikatc our 
tkoughts aright conct»ming th/e guilt and demerit of 
iiu, but a deep confideration of the infinite greatnefs, 
holinefs, righteoufnefs, and power of God. To which 
we may add, that God, in dealing with finners, a£ls 
not as to the ^j^e^s df thefe properties of his nature, 
hvit on a preceding contempt of his bounty, grace, and 
mercy ; as it is impoflible that fm fhould come into 
the world but by the contempt of thefe ; for, ante- 
cedently to all poflibility of finning, God communi- 
cates the e£Fefts of his goodnefs and bounty to the 
creation; and in reference to thofc iins which are 
agarnft the gofpcl, the cffeft of his grace and mercy. 

This 
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• But let me confider, How can I hope for rr* 
conciliation with ihe offended Majeily of heaven ? 
Will the Lord be pacified by my prayers, by my 
tears, by my refolution to perform new obedience, 
or by my a3ual endeavours to difcharge the duties 
incumbent upon me? Will the fire of God's dif- 
pleafure be quenched by any fufferings, or any 
forrows of mine ? Alas ! there is nothing in any 
of thefe fufl&cient to fatisfy for my paft offences. 
Could I» from this moment to the end of life, per- 
feftly keep the law, without offending in any one 
point, by thought, word, or deed, this would only 
be performing immediate duty; it would be no 
payment of the paft debt.* 

What then, my dear fellow-finner,, is there no 
remedy? In the writings of Mofes I find the infti- 
tution of facrifices. Living creatures were, ac- 
cording to divine appointment, prefented before 
God ; their blood was fhed, and their flefli was 
confumed by fire upon the altar. Thefe facrifices 
certainly muft refpefl fin, and an atonement to be 

made 

This is that which will give us a due meafure of the 
guilt and demerit of fin. We are to look upon it as 
a contempt of infinite goodnefs, bounty, grace, and 
mercy : and as rifing up againft infinite greatnefs, ho- 
■linefs, righteoufnefs and power. Then we (hall view 
it as it is.' — Dr. Owtn^ on Hcb, x. 30. 
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made far it. What other end oould be defigned 
kf «he effiifion of Mood in tlie fervke of the liviog 
God ? But it WIS inapoffibleithat tfae blood of boils 
and of goats Biould mally take away fia. Thi« 
however is doae iby the blood <A Jefus Chrift» 
who, throiigh the Eternal Spirit, offered himfelf 
widiout fpot to iGod. We were ^y nature the 
enemies of God, and children of wrath. Mil- 
lions of aQual tranfgrefnons had expofed us ftill 
more to his awful indignatioEi. If peace and re- 
conciliation were not 4Bade for us, we^^^nld not 
iexpeft to be accepted of him, or to receive any 

toVen of favour from him. • 

The 

* ^ It was a great wo]4c to miike ^eace wkh God 
for iftnners, to make atonement' for ^«i, amd eftiMifli 
our TCcomrJHat ion with God. This do£lrine vs ti»e 
life -and fpirit of our reli^n, the centre whereBXi all 
the lines of it meet. " God forbidtiiat I Ihoald^lory 
fave in the, crofs of «our Lord Jefus Chriil," Thoie 
perfons by whom a conftant conftderation of this ts 
negkftcd, are ftrangers to the animating fpirit of that 
religion which they outwardly profefs. And there- 
fore Satan employs all his artifices to divert the minds 
of men from a due attention to it. To this caufe we 
afcribc much of the devotion of the Rom^nifis^ which 
eflfeftually draws off the mind, not only from a fpkri- 
tual contemplation of the excellency of Chrift's of- 
fering, and its glorious benefits, but alfo from the 

ra- 
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The Sovereign of the univerfe defigned to ma* 
nifeft his righteoufhefs, his^ grace, his love^ and 
his wifdom in the fubilitution of his only begotten 
Son in our room, that he might fuffer and die fos 
our fins, the juft for the unjufi, and fo bring ua 
to God. *• He fet forth Jefus to be a propitiation^ 
to declare his righteoufnefsJ' The righteoufnefs 

o« 

rational comprehenfion of the truth of the dofi:rinc 
concerning what he did and furred. 

* On the other hand, the Socinians pleafe thcm- 
felves and deceive others with a vain imagination that 
there was no fuch work to be done. If we may be- 
lieve them, there was no atonement to be made for 
fin, no e^ipifttory facrifice to be offered, no peace 
thereby to be made with God, no compen£ation to 
his juftice, by anfwering the fentence and curfe of 
the law due to fin. But furely, if they had not an 
unpardonable mixture of confidence and dexterity, 
they could not find out evafi.ons againft fo many cx- 
prefs divine teftimonies as are di^eftly oppofite to 
their fond imagination, even tolerably to fatisfy their 
own minds ; or to fuppofe that any man can with pa- 
tience bear the account they mull give of the agency^ 
the prayers, the tears, the cries, the fears, the wreft- 
ling, and the travail of the foul of Chrift, on their 
fuppofition. But we may pafs them over at prefent, 
as enemies of the crofs of Chrift ; namely, of that 
crofs whereby he made peace with God for finncrs. 

< Others 
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of God was moft eminently glorified in the recon- 
ciliation wrought out by the Mediator, when he 
aiade an atonement for Us by his blood. Herein 
alfo is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation 

for 

* Others there are, who hy no means approve of 
amy diligent inquiry into thefe myftcrics. Our whole 
-duty, according to them, is to be converfant in mo- 
ralityj but as for this fountain of grace ; this bafis of 
eternal glory 4 this dcmonftrition of divine wifdom, 
holinefs, righteaufncfs and love ; this great difcovery 
of the purity of the law, and of the vilenefs of fin ; 
tliis firft, great, principal fubjeft of the gofpel, and 
motive of faith and obedience ; this root and caufe of 
ail peace with God; of all (incere and uncorrupted 
love towards him ; of all joy and confolation ft'om 
him— they think it fcarccly deferves a place among 
the objefts of their contemplation. But fuch as are 
admitted into the fellowfliip of the fufferittgs of 
Chrift, will not fo eafily part with their immortal in- 
t^reft therein. I fear not indeed to fay, that he i< 
.likely to be the beft, the moft humble, the moft holy 
and fruitful chriftian, who is moft diligent in fpiri- 
tual inquiries into this great myftery of reconciliation 
by the blood of the crofs, and in the exercife of faith 
about it. Nor is there any fuch powerful mean of 
preferving the foul in a conftant abhorrency of fini 
and watchfulnefs againft it, as a due appreheniion of 
what it coft the Son of God to make atonement for 
it** — Dr. VuftUi on.Hcb, v. 7. abridged by Dr. Williams. 
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for our fins. The grace of the gofpel is fummed 
up m this, that! ** God was in Ghrift reconciling 
the world UBto htmfclf.** Here then, reader, is 
the divine remedy, propofed in every page of the 
blefled gofpeK ** Behold the Lamb of God, whicti 
taketh away the fin of the world.'* 

Thofe who deny the doClrine of reconciliation, 
as has been juflly obferved by a judicious writer^ 
are at once enemies to the falvation of men, to the 
honour of Chrift, and to the glory of God. From 
men they take away, as far as lies in their power, 
all ground of hope, of peace, and of happinefs ; 
from Chrift, his ofEce and honour ; and from God, 
bis grace and glory. Let fuch go with their fo- 
phifms to- inen who were never burdened with a 
fenle oi giirlt, who never were awakened to juft 
apprehenfions of divine wrath on account of their 
offences, who never trembled at God's threatening 
word, and the fentence of bis righteous law, who 
never cried out in the bitternefs and anguiQi of 
their fouls, " What muft I do to be faved ? Where- 
with {hall I come before the Lord, and bow before 
die high God?*' They may perhaps hearken to 
the fiae things which may be faid to diem, about 
recommending themfelves to the favour of God by 
virtue, probity, and a benevolent temper. They 
have no need of the phyfician, for they are not 

fick. 
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fick. They have no need of healing, for they 
are not broken in heart. But thofe who are ready 
to perijh, like the Ifraelites ftupg by the iiery flying 
ferpents^ and on the point of expiring under the 
(leadly wound, fee the need of that remedy whick 
God has provided^p 

Sinner, beware, if any thing but the blood of 
the crofs give eafe to thy guilty confcience, it is 
but like an opiate, which may ftupify for a fliort 
feafon, but will not work a cure.. 

Hence the necelSty of a living faith in the divine 
Redeemer, in order to the enjoyment of God's fa- 
vx)ur. Faith is that gracious power of the mind, 
whereby it firmly believes what is revealed, upon 
the fole authority of God the revealer, as the 
fountain of all truth. As the human mind afts 
naturally by its realbn, in receiving thofe truths 
which are natural and fuited to its capacity ; fo 
when renewed through the power of the Spirit, it 
a£ls fpiritually by faith, in receiving truths which 
are fpiritualand fup^rnatural. Believing confiQs 
not in a mere affent to the truth of the objefts, but 
in fuch a reception of them, as gives them a real 
fubfiilence in the foul. And it is this in-being of 
ihe things believed which produces the immediate 
cficfls of a living faith; namely, love, joy, peace, 
N». XVI. 8. T ami 
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and fpiritual' obedience to the divine commands. ♦ 
This diftinguiflies the faith of the operation of 
■ God from every other kind of faith. The tempo- 
rary perfuafions of fome men give no fubfiftence 

^to 

♦ The apoftlc to the. Hebrews tells us, that faith is 
EXvi^o/xcVft/v viro^affis, the fubftance or fudfjlence of 
things hoped for; fuch a firm perfuafion of the truth 
believed, as gives it a kind of fubfiftence in the mind* 
Hence the truth is faid to dtutU in the man who 
rightly underftands an d receives it.; and Chrift dwells 
in his heart by faith. The fame word wo^oujis is ren^ 
dextd confidences in Heb. iii. 14. The objefts believed, 
the thirds hoped for^ have a Jubfifience in the mind of 
the believer, and abide in him in their power and 
cHicacy, fo as to anfwer all the ends of his fpiritual 
life ; to purify his heart, and to change and tranf* 
form his whole foul into the image of God. 

Faith, in the farther defcription of it, is faid to be 
e\eyy(ps, the demonftrating or convincing evidence 
of things not feen. It is fuch a demon ftration of 
them*as carries with it a confutation of all obje&ions 
againft their real exiftencc. By "things not foen," 
we are to underftand all thofe things which, though 
not propofed to our outward fenfes, ought to ii^u- 
cnce our conftancy and perfeverance in the ways of 
religion ; namely, Godhimfelf ; his eternal exiftencc ; 
the adorable perfeftions of his nature ; the perfan, 
atonement and grace of Chrift ; together with all fpi- 
ritual, heavenly and eternal things, which God has 

pro- 
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to the things believed in their minds, fo as to be 
produftive of proper effefts. ' There is no real 
image or refleft-ion of the things they profefs to be- 
lieve made upon their fouls- The death of Chrift^ 
for inftance, or Chrift crucified, is prapofed to 
our faith in the bleffed gofpel. The proper effe£l 

T2 of 

promifcd in his .word, but which are not yet aftually 
«ijoyed. It hath been obfcrvod by many learned 
men, that the word eXsT^oy, ufed by the apoflle, and 

tranflated evidence, fignifies a ftrift proof, or dCr 
monftration ; it is fuch a kind of evidence as both 
convinces the underftanding, and engages a nian to 
aft according to that conviftion. Dr. Doddridge's 
paraphxafe on the latter claufe of the verfe in quef- 
tion, is very jufl ; ' Faith is the powerful conviiiion 
of things which are not /een, but of the certainty and 
importance of which there is fuch a full perfuafion, 
that they aft upon the mind, in a great meafure, as 
if they were prcfent.*. 

This definition of faith is general, and relates to its 
efHcacy through the whole of our chriftian courfe, as 
is evident from the inflances produced, to exemplify 
it, in the following parts of the chapter. It defcribcs 
the faith by which a juft man lives and walks, by 
which he overcomes all enemies, all difficulties, and 
all pppofUion in his way to the kingdom. But that 
particular notion of faith which relates to a finner's 
looking to Jefus for the remiflion of his fins, the 
juftification of his perfon, and his acceptance with 
God, is certainly included. See Hebrews xi. 1. 
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of true faith in this ohjeft, is to deftroy fin, to 
crucify, or to mortify it in us. But where it is 
only apprehended by a fuperficial or temporary 
faith, this efTeft will not be produced in the foul. 
Sin will retain its dominion, notwithftanding the 
profeffion which the man makes of faith in Chrift. 
He only who believes in Jefus with the heart unto 
righteoufnefs-, becomes dead to fin, fo as not to 
live any longer therein. He receives the word of 
promife, revealing Chrift and his atonement, fo 
as to give it a real admittance into his mind ^nd 
heart, to abide and dwell there, as in its proper 
place. It is in hrm the ingrafted word which is 
able to favc the fouI.» Or, ta ufe another allufion, 
it transforms his whole mmd into a new ftate, as 
the form of wax is changed by the impreflion of a 
feal into the image of the feal itfclf. Chrift cruci- 
fied, we have faid, is the principal fubjeEl of the 
gofpel. He himfelf tells us, that he is the bread 
that came down from heaven ; that his flefh is meat 
indeed, and his blood drink indeed. Faith is the 
eating of this provifion. As, in eating, the food is 
received, and by digeftion turne^ into the very 
fubftance of the body, fo the divine word is received 
by faith, and having a fubfiftence in the foul, pro- 
duceth the happy fruits of righteoufnefs ; for the 
truth " worketh effeftually in them that believe." 

It 
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It is through this faith in the complete work of 
the Redeemer, that, being juftified, we have peace 
with our oflFended Sovereign. The atonement, 
which is made for our fins by the blood of the crofs, 
is no otherwife received than by faith. " We joy 
in God through Jefus Chrift our Lord, by whom 
we have now received the atonement." This faith 
is declared to be the gift of God. 

He is pleafed to engage the mind of the finner 
to a diligent attention to the word preached. " Faith 
cometh by hearing." Hence the Author of eternal 
falvation fays to us, *' Hear, and your fouls (hall 
live." It is his ufual method, in the converfion of 
jSnqers, to bring them under the found of the gof- 
pel, and to engage them ferioufly to regard the 
meflages of it. A blefling is therefore pronounced 
:on thofe who watch daily at wifdom^s gates, wait« 
ing at the pofts of her doors. But a liftlefs and 
ifidoknt attendance in places of religious worfhip 
will be of little advantage; The minds of finners, 
who are brought to believe, are therefore roufed, 
and excited to take earneft heed to the words of 
e^/(erlafting life, by him who fays unto them, 
** Hearken diligently unto nie.*' They have be- 
fwre heard the moft important truths with indiffe- 
rence, as if they were but idle tales, or cunningly 
devlfel fables ; it is now otherwife. The arrows 

Ta of 
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of cortvi&ion begin to pierce their confcieHces, and 
penetrate their hearts. They regard vrhat is fpoken, 
not as the word- of man, but as it is in truth the 
word of God. They are convinced that there is a 
facred reality in religion ; they arc awakened to a 
fenfe of their own danger, and begin in good car- 
neft to inquire after fome way of efcape. 

The minds of fuch finners are likewife further 
enlightened concerning the nature and neceffity of 
true faith. They learn from the fcriptures, that 
without faith it is impofTible to pieafe God; that 
there is no pardon of fin, no juftification, no peace 
with theofFended Majefty of heaven, without faith; 
that he who believeth not is condemned already, 
and, continuing in that ftate, fhall furely be 
damned. Hence they are led to inquire, what 
that faith is which is fo neceffary to the falvation 
of the foul. And they are convinced that it muft 
be fomething, more than that lifelefs aflent to the 
truth of fcripture do6lrines of which thoufands are 
' poffeffed, who are alienated from the life of God, 
and continue the flaves of fin, of Satan, and of the 
world ; who have no love to God, nor regard for 
holinefs. They begin to fee, that though they have 
always thought themfelves to be believers, they 
have but deceived themfeWes ; fince none of tlie 
fruits of a living faith have been brought forth by 

them. 
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them. Hence they are convinced, that they have 
lived to thM very day in a ftate of unbelief. It 
is the work of the Holy Spirit of God to convince 
men of fin, becaufe they believe not on the name 
of Jefus. 

Being convinced of unbelief, the awakened fin- 
ner becomes very folic itous that he may be the 
fubjeft of that faith which is of the operation of 
God, which purifies the heart, works by love, 
overcomes the world, and has its iffue in the full 
and everlafting falvation of the foul. * Oh,' fays 
he, * that I could lay hold on the promifes of life in 
Chrift Jefus ! O that I could fo behold tl">em as to 
beperfuaded of them, and embrace them, with fatis- 
faSory acquiefcence of mind in the truth of God, 
as to their accompHQiment in my behalf! But I 
am like one fwimming againft the ftream, and en- 
deavouring to catch hold on that which, with all 
his efforts, he cannot reach. I fometimes cry, 
with the poor man in the gofpel, Lord^ I would 
believe, help thou my unbdief. Confcious guilt 
fills me with terror. I tremble before that God 
whofe wrath I have fo juflly deferved. I feel 
foraething within continually upbraiding me wilh 
my pafl offences and prcfent unworthinefs, and 
telling me I ought not to derive encouragement 
from the promifes. of mercy, for I have neither part 

nor 
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nor lot in them. I would look unto Jefus, that £ 
may be faved, but my fins hang heavy on my 
heart, fo that I am not able to look up. Yet I 
fometimes fay. Though htjlay me; I will trujl in 
him* I have no where elfe to go. If the Saviour 
of finners frown me away, I perifli ; for I know 
no other refuge. I am well aflured, that he that 
findetB him, findeth life, and fhall obtain favour 
of the Lord. But without an intereft in him I am 
undone for ever.' 

Having thus briefly fliewn the neceffity of faith 
in order to the enjoyment of God's favour, and 
fuggefted fome hints concerning the way in which 
finners are brought nigh to him, what (hall I more 
fay? I^would encourage the poor foul whofe cafe 
I have been defcribing, not to fl:agger at the pro- 
mife of God through unbelief, but to fly for re- 
fuge to lay hold on the hope fet before us in the 
gofpel. Remember that Jefus, the companionate 
Saviour, hathfaid, " I will in no wife caft out." 

Let the needy trembling (inner continue to cry 
came illy to God for the manifeftations ot his par- 
doning grace and mercy. The fame pcrfon who^ 
faid, In his favour is life^ had fought that privilege 
with diligence. " I entreated thy favour with my 
whole heart." Go thou, and da likewife. A 
fenfe of intereft in his favour is worth feeking. 

Cry 
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Cry earneflly for it, and be not content to have a 
denial. Pray always^ and faint not. Take with 
you words and go urrtohim, ' Lord, I am a poor, 
forlorn outcaft, a miferable, guilty creature; lift 
thou up. upon me the light of thy countenance. 
Let me not be (hut up in a dungeon of darknefs, 
and lie in the ihades of death. I know I might 
juftly be baniflied from thee for ever. But though 
I deferve no favour, in Jefus Chrift, thy Son, thou 
haft declared thyfelf well pleafed. Did he not die, 
the juft for the unjuft, to bring finners unto thee, 
and to deliver them from the wrath to come ? Has 
he not opened a new and living way of accefs to 
thee ? Did he not rife, as the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs, on this benighted world, with healing in his 
wings ? Hath he not brought life and immortality 
to light ? O thou who didft caufe the light to fliine 
out of darknefs, fhine into tny heart, to give the 
light oi the knowledge of thy glory, in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. 

' I read in thy holy word, that through the ten- 
der mercy of our God, the day-fpring from on 
high hath vifited us, to give light to them that fit 
in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. Lord, look upon 
me in mercy, through thy dear Son; let the bowels 
of thy compaffion be moved towards thy creature 

in 
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in mifery, caft on me a pitying eye, and let thy 
hand of mercy help me in my diftrefs. Be not a 
terror unto me, but fpeak a word of pardon, of 
peace, and of comfort to my poor foul ; for thou 
only art my hope in the day of evil. I am not 
worthy to come into thy prefence, loaded as I am^ 
with guilt, and covered with pollution; yethavt 
mercy upon me according io thy loving >kindnefs ; 
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
blot out my tranfgreflions. Caft .my lins behind 
thy back. Be merciful unto me, as thou ufeft to 
do unto thofe that love thy name. Deal with me 
according to the favour which thou beared unto 
thy people. O vifit me. with thy falvation.' 

If this is your language, my d6ar reader, you 
are not far from the kingdom of God. Wait on 
the Lord, and he will fave you ; for they (hall not 
be afhamed that wait for him. Be entreated, with- 
out delay, to make a full (urrender of yourfelf to 
God. Prefent your body and your foul to him, 
as your reafonable fervice. Devote your whole 
felf as a free-will offering to him, and he will re-i 
qeive you. Study his word, feek to know his will, 
and a(k of him a right way. Take his yoke upon 
you, and wear it with delight. Fir ft give your own 
felf unto the Lord, and then unto his church, ac- 
cording to bis will, that you may walk in all his 

or- 
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ordinances and commandments blamelefs. Make a 
willing profeflion of your fubjeftion to the gofpel 
of Chrift. Be ready to fay, I am the Lord's ; dare 
to 'call yourfclf by the name of Jacob ^ and to fub- 
fcribe with your hand to the Lord, and furname 
yourfelf by the name of IfraeL Be fincere and 
hearty, warm and zealous in the bufinefs of reli- 
gion. Let it be your uppermoft concern to walk 
with God in humble reverence from day to Jay, 
Keep your heart with all diligence^ pra£life con- 
-tinual felf. denial ; be fober,and watch unto prayer, 
putting on the breaft-plate of faith and love, and 
for an helmet, the hope of falvatton. 

Hemember that Jefus has faid, " If a man love 
me he will keep my words ; and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him." This is the way in which 
linners are brought to enjoy a comfortable fenfe of 
the divine favour. The Lord will not grant the 
tokens of his favour in any other way than that of 
his own appointment. Go then to the houfe of God, 
inquire in his temple, attend to his ordinances, caft 
in your lot among thofe who conftitute his family 
and houfehold, Chew your love to Jefus by keeping 
his commands; fo may you expe£l to be '* fatisfied 
with favour, and to be full of the bleffing of the 
Lord/* 

Thy 



228 LIFE lU 

Thy favour I entreat, 
Thou God of love and grace, 
I bow before thy mercy-feat, 
And humbly feek thy face. 

I'm vile, and felf-abhorr'd, 
Polluted and unclean ; 
Yet look in pity on me, Lord, 
And cleanfe me from my fin. 

O hearken to my cries, 
And fet my fpirit free ; 
Thou, O my God, wilt not defpife 
The heart that mourns for thee. 

I 

Thy well-beloved Son 
Hath fhed his precious blood, 
T' atone for crimes which we have don^ 
And bring us near to God. 

Thy promised Spirit give. 
Thy faving grace impart ; 
Help me in Jefus to believe 
With undivided heart. 

O tell me thou art mine. 
My gloomy fears remove ; 
Lord, let thy fstce upon me fhine, 
And fill me with thy love. 

Thy gracious fmile afford, 
And feal me for thine own ; 
For life is in thy favour. Lord, 
But death is in thy frown. 

CHAP. 



god's favour. 229 



CHAP. XIII. 



Thefubje3 concluded in an Addrefs to the Obje&s of 

divine Favour. 

T Shall now conclude, with an ufe of inftruflion, 
addrefled more particularly to thofe who may be 
denominated the real faints of God ; being brought 
outpf darknefs into his marvellous light, called with 
an holy calling, and made, by regenerating and 
adopting grace, the fons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty. Thefe are interefted in the divine fa- 
vour, according to the tenor of that covenant 
which is ordered in all things and fure, and con- 
tains all their falvation, and all their defire ; the 
diftinguifliing privilege of which is, ** I will bft 
their God, and they (hall be my people." His fa- 
vour towards them is, as Davenant obferves, f vin- 
culum externa benevolentiftj a bond of eternal love. 
This bond is indiflbluble, and cannot be broken; 
for his love, like himfelf, is immutable, and ever- 
lading. 

But the fweet and comfortable fenfe of this love 
is not. always enjoyed by thofe who in reality are 
interefted in it. For we find fome of thofe pious 
and holy men, whofe experiences are recorded in 
the facred fcriptures,. at certain feafons, complain. 
No.xTn. I. U ing 
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•ing of the abfence of God, of the hidings of his 
face, of their being filled with great bittemefs in- 
fiead of peace, and with forrpw and anguilh of 
fpirit inftead of comfort. It is to fuch as thefe 
that the God of grace and confolation has faid^ ** O 
thou afHi£led, toSed with tempefts and not com- 
forted, for a fmall moment have I forlaken thee ; 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy Redeem^r^" 

SECT. !• 

Of the Bovhts and Scruples which fome may enter ^ 
tain re/peSling their Interefi in Go£s Favour. 

Perhaps fome perfon, who may caft his ^yG% on 
ihefe pages, may be faying, with a defponding 
heart, ' Alas! I fear that I am. not in a ftate of 
friendftiip with my Maker, though there is nothing 
in heaven or earth that I fo much defire. How 
can I be in the favour of God who am fo unworthy 
of it ? A confcioufnefs of my unworthinefs bows 
.down my foul before him from day to day.' 

But can you, forget that there is no worthinefs 
in any of the human race to entitle them to the pri- 
vilege in queftion ? " There is none righteous, no 

not 
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not one." Nrtthcr does the Moft High fet his love 
npon any becaufe they are worthy of it, but be- 
caufe of his own fovereign good pleafure. y He 
hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and com- 
paflion on whom he will have compaflion/' No- 
thing out. of his own infinite mind is to be con- 
fidered as^a motive inducing him to it, 

Thofe who have been diftinguiflied with pecu- 
liar marks of favour from above, have had the 
deepeft fenfb of their own unworthinef&. Aira^ 
ham^ the father of the faithful, and the friend of 
God, counted himfelf but duft and a(hes. Jacobs 
who as a prince had power with God, who wreftled 
with the angel of the covenant, and prevailed, and 
who was favoured with the vifions of the Almighty, 
even he, in deep humility of fpirit, fays, *' I am 
not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies, and of 
all the truth which thou hail ihewed unto thy fer- 
vant." The PfalMift, who was guided with the 
counfel, and held by the right hand of the Moft 
High, owns himfelf as a bead before him. PauU 
who was caught up to paradife, who had abun- 
dance of revelations from the divine Redeemer, 
and the moft intimate and aftonifhing manifefia- 
tions of his favour, yet owns himfelf lefs than the 
leaft of all faints, and the very chief of fmners. 
If you look pto the records of paft, generations, 

U 2 you 
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you will find^that the tokens of God's favour have 
defcended moft plentifully on thofe wh6 have 
walked in the low vallies of humiliation ; and that 
thofe have been moft honoured of their Maker, 
who have had the meaneft opinion^of themfelves. 
The pious Roman centurion faid to the Redeemer, 
in whom the Gentiles truft, •' Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou fhouldft come under my roof; 
but fpeak the word only, and my fervant fliall be 
'healed.*' When Jcfus heard it, he marvelled, and 
faid to them that followed, " Verily I fay unto you, 
I have not found fo great faith, no not in IfraclV 
When Mary the finner wept at the feet of the Sa- 
viour, wafhing them with her tears, and wiping 
them with the hair of her head, he declared, in the 
prefence of the haughty and difdainful pharifee, 
that her fins, which were many, were forgiven 
her. '• For whofoever exalteth himfelf fliall be 
abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf (ball be ex« 
alted." 

Perhaps the perfon I am now addrefling may 
fay, ' But I am a vile, polluted, (infbl wretch ; 
how can a God of fpotlefs purity have any favour 
for fuch an one as I am ?' 

It is true, the righteous Lord loveth righteouf- 
nefs, and hateth iniquity ; yea, he is of purer eyes 
than to look on evil. But we muft diftinguifli be- 
tween 
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tween the perfon of a poor unworthy fmner, and 
the defilement cleaving to him, which the finner 
himfelf abhors, and from which he defires. and 
feeks deliverance. If none were loved of God 
but fuch as are free irom the ftains of impurity, 
there could be no objefts of his favour among the 
children of men. The love of God to finners is in 
Chrift Jefus our Lord ; and he can diftinguifh be- 
tween their perfons and that whereby they are de- 
filed. The fpoufe of Chrift, though black in her- 
felf, is comely in the eyes of infinite purity, as 
viewed in her relation to the Lord her righteouf- 
nefs. The child of an earthly parent is dear to his 
father, though he has fallen into the mire. The 
child's tears on the occafioA move the compaffion 
of the father's heart, and he haftens to relieve him 
in his diftrcfs. When Ephraim was turned and re- 
pented; when he was inftrufted, andfmote upon 
his thigh; when he was afliamed and confounded, 
becaufe he did bear the reproach of his youth, was 
there no favour towards this penitent in the heart 
of him who is juftly called " the Father of mer- 
cies?" Hear what he fays ; " Is Ephraim my dear 
fon ? Is he a pleafant child ? For fince L fpake 
againft him, I do earneftly remember him ftiil: 
therefore my bowels are troubled for. him: I will 
furely have mercy on him, faith the Lord.'* 

U 3 Thought 
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Though God is unchangeable in his nature, and 
not fubjeft to human paflions, yet, in condefcen- 
fion to our infirmities, he is pleafed to fpeak to us 
after the manner of men. He afTures us, that his 
children, with all their impcrfeftions, are dear to^ 
him. They are lovely and comely in his fight, 
through the ,comelinefs of Chrift which is put 
upon them. Their humiliations move him; their 
fpeech is pleafanjt to him ; their prayers and cries 
are his delight; juft as parents take pleafure^ in 
their children, who are images of themfelves, par- 
ticularly when they begin to talk, to lifp out their 
fathers' names, and, in broken language, to ex- 
prefs their wants and their defires. The little ac- 
tions of children, though full of fimplicity and/ 
weaknefs, arepleafing to their parents; fo are the 
imperfe6l motions of gracious affeflions to our 
heavenly Father. His bowels are troubled for 
them, and yearn towards theni, when they are 
pouring out the tears of penitence before him, and 
mourning over their own follies. Job was re- 
garded with peculiar approbation and favour, at 
the very time when he cried out, " Behold, I am 
vile;'* when he abhorred himfelf in the fight of 
his Maker, and repented in dull and aihes before 
him. The Lord faid to Elipkaz the Ttmardte^ 
" My wrath is kindled againfi thee, and againft 

thy 
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thy two friends; — my fervant Job fliall pray for 
you, for him will I accept." 

Shame, confufion of face, and felf-loathing are 
both fruits and evidences of God's favour. •* That 
thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, when I am pa- 
cified toward thee for all that thou haft done, faith 
the Lord God. I will accept you with your fweet 
favour, when I bring you out from the people; 
and^e fliall remember your ways and all your do- 
ings wherein ye have been defiled ; and ye fliall 
loathe yourfelves in your own fight.*' May not 
the defponding reader take encouragement from 
fuch pafiages as thefe ? Is it not evident that God's 
kindnefs is then moft peculiarly excited towards a 
poor finner, when he is moft out of love with him- 
felf, and moft yile in his own eyes ? Have not the 
beft of men in God's account, often thought them- 
felves the worft ? This to fome may fcem very 
myfterious. It is a paradox which divine revela- 
tion alone can explain. 

But perhaps fome one may be r^ady to aflc far- 
ther, • How can I be interefted in the divine fa- 
vour who have not the comfort of it, but have 
been, for a long time, beclouded with darknefs, 
and overwhelmed with trouble and forrow ? Even 
to-day is my complaint bitter ; my ftioke is heavier 

than 
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than my groaning* Behold,. I go forward, but he 
is not there ; and backward,, but I cannot perceive 
him ; on the left hand, where he doth work, but I 
cannot behold him: he hideth himfelf on the right 
band, that I cannot fee him* Oh that I knew where 
I might find him I' 

You ought, my dear friend, to keep in mind the 
neceflary diftin£lionwe have before made, between 
tbe favour of God, as it is in itfelf, and that fen- 
fible enjoy nient of it which you now feem to want. 
We fometimes find the man after God's own heart 
exprefling himfelf in fuch language as this, " How 
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? For ever? 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? How 
Iqng Iball I take counfel in my foul, having forrow 
in my heart daily ? Confider and hear me, O Lord 
my God ; lighten mine eyes, left I deep the fleep 
of death/' Salvation may be experienced in* its 
leality where the joy of it is wanting. And hence 
the fame perfon thus prays^ " Reflore unto me 
the joy of thy falvation, that the bones which thou 
haft broken may rejoice." An earthly father m^y 
fometimes frown upon the child whom he dearly 
loviss. J9ftph^s aSe£Uon for his brethren was fin- 
cere, at the "^^Vf time that he fpake fo roughly to 
them. The God of love and grace doth fome* 
timeSy for wife ends,, fufpend the manifeftations of 

his 
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his favour from the heirs of falvation. A fkilful 
phyfician prefcribes to his patients, in fome cafes, 
fuch medicines as occafion pain and ficknefs, in 
order to remove thofe humours which might en- 
danger the conftitution. His intention is not to 
kill, but to cure. Xhe circumftances of God's 
children are often fuch as call for fatherly chaftife- 
ments. He therefore fufpends his fmiles, or with- 
draws the comfortable fenfe of his love and favour, 
leaving them, for a time, in darknefs and difquie- 
tude. When David thought his mountain flood 
fo ftrong, that, in a fort of blameable fecurity, he 
concluded he (hould never be moved, he had pre- 
fently reafon to complain, " Thou hideft thy face, 
and I am troubled." Of ancient Ifrael the Lord 
faid, " For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs' was I 

« 

wroth and fmote him : I hid me, and was wroth» 
and he went on frowardly in the way of his own 
heart.'* 

. The Almighty may deal thus with the obj6£ls of 
his' love, to roufe them from a ftate of fecurity ; to 
fubdue pride, and make them humble ; to wean 
them from the world, and excite in them more 
earned longings after their heavenly reft ; to teach 
them to put a higher value on hi$ favour, and to 
quicken their diligence m feeking him ; and, in 
a word, he deals thus with them, that they may 

learn 
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learn to fympathize with others who may 'be tried 
in the fame w^y. 

Give not up, therefore, all hope of intereft in 
the divine favo4r, cm account of your prefent dif- 
confolate date. If you walk indarknefs, and have 
no light, ftill truft in the name of the Lord, and 
flay yourf^If upon his powerful arm, and unchang- 
ing love. Remember, you are yet expofed on 
the tempeftaoMs fes^ of lif^, and have not reached 
th$ port of uninterrupted reft. •Your fun may be 
ui^der a cloud, and not (hint upon you, but he is 
ftill in th^ heavens. Carelefs ftnners have no fo. 
licjtude about God's favour; it is fincere love 
alone that is attended with jealoufy. Fits of fick- 
nefs arc incident to thofe who are alive, not to the 
dead. They who are dead in trefpafTes and Qn% 
never mourn under a fenfe of God's abfence^ Be 
of good courage, and he (hall ilxengthen your heart, 
O you that hope in the Lord. 

But perhaps fome difqiiieted foul may fay. How 
can I conclude that God iookfr upon me with an eye 
of favour, when I cannot bring my heart to love 
him» and delight in him, as. his word requires me 
to do ? Does not his love to finners kindle in their 
hearts a return of affe£lion to him ? Do not I hear 
thci heirs of falvation faying^ •* We love him bc- 
caufe he firft loved us?'* 
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To this I would anfwer;— fpiritual life maybe 
hid, even from the chriftian's own view, as well 
as from that of others. Defertions, temptations, 
and the prevailing corruptions of the heart may, 
for a time, (b becloud the mind, that the evidences 
of grace cannot be clearly difcerned^ As the love 
of God to us may be concealed under a cloud of 
darknefs, the fame may be faid with refpeO; to 
our love to him. The principle may exift when 
the operation of it is not very apparent. You are 
afraid you do not love him whom you' know to be 
worthy of your moft ardent a(fe£lion. But per- 
haps your judgment of yourfelf is not according 
to truth. Can you find no fpark of love amidft 
the aflies which furround it? Examine yourfelf 
carefully. Though you cannot, with full confidence 
fay, ** Lord, thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft 
that I love thee;" perhaps you can appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts, that you dtjire to love him. 
And can you fuppofe this to be the cafe with thofe 
who are entirely deftitute of fpiritual life ? If uh- 
regenerate finners fincerely defire to love God', 
and are difquieted, grieved, and diftrefled that 
they cannot love him as they ought, we will no 
longer affirm, that their minds are carnal, and en- 
mity againft their Maker and Sovereign. Inftead 
therefore of cohcluding, tbat ydu are entirely def- 
titute 
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titute of the gracious principle of which we are 
fpeaking^ earnefily and conftantly pray, that the 
holy flame of divine love may be fo enkindled in 
your bofom, as to put the matter out of doubt ref- 
peflipg its exiAence there. Let it be your daily 
requeft at the throne of grace, that the love of God 
may be fiied abroad in your heart, by the Holy 
Ghoft given unto you. 

But^hereis fcarcely any end of the jealoufies 
and fears of thofe who are weak in the faith. Me- 
thinks I hear one faying, ' You have Qot yet 
touched my fore ; I am grievoufly affli£);ed in my 
own perfon, in my family, and in my circum- 
fiances; the hand of the Almighty is heavy upon 
me ; if I am interefted in his favour, why am I 
thus ?' I would anfwer, in the words of the apoftle, 
" Ye have forgotten the exhortation that fpeaketh 
unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife not the 
chaftening of the Lord, neither faint when thou art 
rebuked of him; for whom the Lord loveth he 
chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom he re- 
ceiveth." If fatherly chaftifements are tokens of 
love, then great and heavy chaftifenc^nts are to- 
kens of great love. Health and profperity .are 
liberally granted to many who abufe them to the 
ruin of their fouls ; they may, on the other hand, 
be denied to you in great mercy. The father 

knows 
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knows what is good for his child, and what might 
do him harm, better than the child himfelf knows. 
A man in a raging fever earneftly longs for ftrong 
drink ; but his attendant with-holds it from him, 
becaufe he knows it would increafe his diforder, 
and perhaps endanger his life. The attendant de- 
nies what is requefted, out of love to the afflitled 
man. God is our faithful keeper, and merciful 
preferver. He is infinitely wife to know what is 
beft for us, and what would be to our hurt. As a 
proof of his favour, he often does us good, in fome 
fort, againft our wills. It is a mercy to be fome- 
times refufed what we eagerly wilh, rather than to 
have our fond defires gratified. Remember it 
is faid of the rebellious IfradiUs^ who alked meat 
for their luft, •* He gave them their requeft, but 
fent leannefs into their fouls.*' This gift was a 
mark of difpleafure, rather than of favour. 

The laft cafe I fhall mention, is that of the 
tempted chriftian. * If I am interefted in the di- 
vine favour,' fays fuch a one, * why am I hurried^ 
and almoft diilra£led with violent temptations from 
day to day ? The powers of darknefs feem to be let 
loofe upon me; the enemy thrufts at me fore that I 
(hould fall, and comes againft me like a roaring 
lion, ready to devour. My life is one continued 
c(»ifli£l,' 
>r«. xvni. i. X Have 
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Have you not read of a certain eminent faint, 
who had a thorn in the flefli, the mefTenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet him? Was this an indication that he 
had no intereft in the divine favour ? Juft the con- 
trary ; there was ^iven him a thorn in the flefli, 
left he (hould be exalted above meafure. If the 
Lord fuffers you to be violently aflaulted by tempta« 
tion, it is neither for want of love to your perfon, 
nor for want of power to deliver you ; but for wife 
ends and purpofes. Perhaps you are thus exer- 
cifed to keep you humble, to make yoii more fen- 
fible of your coirftant need of him who is able to 
fuccour thole that are tempted, to ftir you up to 
watchfulnefs and fervent prayer, to induce you to 
make ufe of the fliield of faith, whereby you fliall 
be able to quench ail the fiery darts of the wicked 
one, to make the final conqueft the more glorious, 
and to render death more defirable, and heaven 
more welcome. 

SBCT. II. 

Of AJfuranct of Intereft in the Favour of God. 

A well-grounded, habitual perfuafion of intereft 
in the divine favour, is certainly a privilege which 
has been enjoyed ty many, and which may ftill 
be experienced by real chriftians in our day. The 

Lord 
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Lord has been pleafed to make provifion* for the 
comfort of his people,. in-a.matterof fuch vaft im- 
portance. Paul was perfuadedj.that nothing could 
feparate him from the love of God which is ia 
Chrift Jefus our Lord^. Was this perfuafion an 
appendage to his^ office, as an apoftle? The con- 
trary., L thinks is evident. This was a part of his 
experience as. a chriftiaa;.and. it is a privilege 
which lies equally open to us. For we have the 
fame gofpcl,. and the fame promifes as he had. 
The efficacy of the teaching, fanftifying and com- 
forting operations of the Holy Spirit, cannot be 
weakened by length of time ;;his power and grace 
are the fame they were in former ages. 

Were the promifes of God refpe£ling falvation 
conditional » they would not be. a proper founda- 
tion for an affured expeftation of receiving what 
is fo promifed. But as thefe promifes are abfo- 
lute, they afcertain the poffeffion of that to which 
they relate ; fince he that has made them is faith- 
ful, and has promifed nothing but what he is able 
to perform. The tenor of fuch promifes as have 
refpe£lto eternal falvation is, Iwill^ and theyjhall ; 
** I will . be tlicir God, and they fhall be my 
people." In their, nature therefore, the promifes 
are fuitedto produce and fupport a holy confix 
dence towards God. 

Xa The 
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The Almighty has confirmed thefe promifes by 
an oath, for this exprefs purpofe, that thofe who 
have fled for retuge, to lay hold on the hope fet be- 
fore them, might have ftrong confolation; this 
confolation arifes from the two immutable things 
in which it is irapolTible for God to lie, the pro* 
mife and the oath of Jehovah, giving them affu- 
rance of his favour, and of their fecurity in con- 
fequence of it. 

The witnefTing and fealing of the Holy Spirit 
may ferve to convince us, that thofe to whom he 
bears witnefs of their being the children of God, 
and thofe whom he feals to the day of ledemption, 
muft be afTured of their mt«^ in the divine fa- 
vour. Sealing is confequent on believing ; ** After 
that ye believed, ye were fealed." It is likewife 
the office of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in real 
chriftians as the Spirit of adoption, enabling them 
to addrefs God as their Father, through Jefus 
Chrift, with boldnefs, liberty, and confidence. 

There have been many, in all ages, who have 
witneffed what we are now fpeaking of, who have 
been well aifured, on folid grounds, of their in- 
ter'eft in the favour of their Maker. They have 
been able to adopt, with propriety, the language of 
his people recorded in the facred fcriptures, and to 
rejoice in the glorious benefits flowing from the 

foun- 
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fountain of redeeming love. They have faid, ** The. 
Lord is my light, and my falvation ; I will truft 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my 
ftrength and my fong; he alfo is become my fal; 
vation. He loved me, and gave himfelf for me. 
We have known and believed the love that God 
hath unto us. God is love, and he that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him i" 

If many ptofeffors of religion in the prefent day 
fallfiiort of this privilege, there is certainly a caufe 
for it, and that caufe lies at their own door. This 
privilege is not to be enjoyed without the diligent 
ufe of thofe means, which God hath appointed for 
our increafe iand growth in grace. It is not to be 
enjoyed without felf-denial, watchfulnefs and 
circumfpe£lion. It is never experienced, in any 
comfortable degree, but in the afliduous prac- 
tice of religious duties ; fuch as prayer, read- 
ing the word of God, meditation, felf-examination,- 
and a conilant attendance on the worfhip of God# 
Thofe who expeft to enjoy the privilege in quef- 
tion, in the negleft of thefe means, do but deceive 
themfelves. They may exclaim, if they pleafe, 
againfi rei^iarks of this kind, as favouring of lega« 
lity; we know that God has been pleafed to con- 
ne£l the end with the means ; and what he has 
joined together, let no man think to put afun- 

X 3 der. 
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der. Let me entreat you to regard what tlie apofilc 
fays to the Hebrews : " We defire that every one 
of you do fliew the fame diligence to the full aflu- 
rance of hope unto the end." The fuH aifurance 
of hope is a fpecial degree of its advancement and 
improvement. A weak and imperfeft hope will 
give but a weak and imperfeft relief under trouble ; 
but that which rifeth up to a full affurance will 
carry us comfortably through all the difficulties 
and afBiftions attendant on the prefent ftate. Now 
diligence is neceffary to be (hewn, if we would 
enjoy this full affurance of hope. This is God's 
appointment : " Give diligence to make your call- 
ing and eleftion fure; for if ye do thefe things, 
ye fliall never fall; for fo an entrance fliall be 
miniftered unto you abundantly into the everlaft- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift." 
Diligence hath a proper and natural tendency to 
the end propofed. For by the ufe of diligence, 
we grow in grace, fo that our intereft in the pro- 
mifes of God is cleared up unto us. There is no 
inftance wherein we may allow ourfelves to lay 
afide this diligence ; for it muft be fliewn unto the 
end. There is no condition in life wherein h will 
not be neceffary. It muft be maintained, if we 
would enjoy the full affurance of hope, till we are 
abfolutely difcharged from our warfare. 

Many 
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Many fall fliort of a fettled afluraiice of intereft 
in the divine favour, for want of feeking it. Could 
they be perfuaded to pray for thcmfelves, with that 
earneftnefs and importunity which the apofil* 
Ptftt/difcovered with refpeS toothers, they would, 
no doubt, be brought to experience the privilege in 
que (lion. " I ceafe not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers ; that the 
God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of glory, 
may give unto you the Spirit of wifdom and rcve« 
lation, in the knowledge of him : the eyes of your 
underftanding being enlightened ; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the faints. 
For this caufe I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, that he would grant you ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, to be ftrength- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner«man ; 
that Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able 
to comprehend with all faints, what is the breadth^ 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know 
the love of Chrift which pafTeth knowledge, that 
ye might be filled with all the fulnefs of God," 

Would thofe who are at uncertainties concern* 
ing their fpiritual ftate, be prevailed upon to f^k 
with diligence, earneftnefs, and perfeverancc for 

what 
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what is requefted in thefe petitions, they certainly 
would be brought to experience what they have 
not yet known. For it is faid by him that cannot 
Ue, " Afk, and ye (hall receive; feek» and ye 
fhall find ; knock, and it fhall be opened to you. 
For* every one that alketh, receivcth; he that 
feeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh^ it (hall 
be opened." The plain matter of faft then is, " Ye 
have not becaufe ye aik not.'- O that you would 
be entreated to make the experiment, and fee 
whether the God of truth and grace will falfify his 
own word; 

Some walk perpetually in the dark refpe£ling 
their intereft in the divine favour, through the in- 
dulgence of fome known fin. Confcience! fpeak; 
thou art a witnefs for God. Difcharge thy office 
faithfully. Arreft the guilty reader, and urge him 
him here to make a folemn paufe. ..... Though 

no one was farther from a legal fpirit than the 
apoftle Paul; though no one was more dependent 
upon Jefus Chrift for acceptance with the Father; 
yet he fays, •* Herein do I excrcife myfelf, to have 
a confcience void of offence, both towards God 
and towards men." 

If we live in any known fin, or allow ourfelves 
in the cuftomary omiffion of any known duty, how 
is itipoffible to preferve a comfortable fenfe of our 

in- 
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intereft in the favour of God ; fince the Holy 
Spirit will, in that cafe, be grieved, and withdraw 
his evidence in our behalf? But could we retain 
o.ur hope towards God, we certainly (hould not be 
eafy or happy. If a traveller were fure of reach- 
ing his journey's end in fafety, yet if he walked 
a great part of the way with a thorn in his foot, h9 
muft take every ftep in pain. Such a. thorn, as it 
juftly obferved by a pious writer, will be feh in the 
confcience, till we are favoured with true fimpli'* 
city of heart, and made willing in all things, great 
and fmall, to yield obedience to the Lord's pre<« 
cepts, and make them tiie ftanding rule of our con« 
du£l, without wilfully admitting a fingle exception^ 
It moft be owned, that the beil and hoKeft of men 
are confcknss of innumerable failings, imper« 
fe6):ions sind mifcarriages ; yet their hearts beixig 
upright, thefe things will not break their peace* 
But if we trifle with light received, and connive at 
what we know to be wrong, our hands will be 
weak, and our minds dark, refilefs, and uncom* 
fortable. Many, who, one would hope, are the 
children of the King, are lean from day to day, be- 
caufe of the indulgence of fome fecret fin. They 
are as dillant from the enjoyment of that bappinefs 
which arifes from a fenfe of intereft in the divine 
favour, as they are from the poflibility of recon. 

ciling 
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oiling die- incompatible fervices of God and Mam-- 
mpn* 

Reader,, beware- of that relu£lan€e to felf-exa- 
mination which is fo common to the human mind- 
Look into. your own heart; fearch. and' try. your* 
ways^. that you may find out that which deprives 
you of the comfortable fenfe q£ GodV favour*. Let 
your fpirit make diligent fearch, that-you may dif<^ 
cover the latent iniquity which robs you of fo great 
a privilege. And if you find it, do not fpare it ; 
but. bumbling yourfelf in the fight, of the Lord». 
ieek for pardon; and^cry talum who is able ta 
lave» tot deliverance from the fin^ wJuch eafily be-^ 
felt you. S^y with Joi^ •• Wherefore hideft thou 
Ay face, (O God) and holdeft me for thine enemy ?. 
Make me to know my tranigrefiion, and my fin.'* 
God giveth grace unto the humblev " Humble 
yourfelf in the fight' of the Lord, and he {hall 
lift you upi He comforteth thofe that are caft 
down. He dwells w4th him that is of a contrite 
and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the hum-» 
ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite oaes.*' 

Beware of negle£ling God's ordinances.. Dili- 
gently wait upon him in his appointments. Give 
good heed to the miniftration of his holy word. 
Hearken and hear what the Lord fpeaks by his 
Hiinifters ; for he. will fpeak peace to his people and 

to 
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to his faints; but let them not turn again to folly. 
Open your heart to thofe whom God has appointed 
to comfort the feeble-minded, and to fuppoit the 
\>^eak. — 'Ufe thefe means diligently and confcien* 
tioufly. Wait on the Lord, and he will faveyou. 

Steadily aim at a conformity to the wiH of Crod, 
both in heart and life. Walk in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long, and make it your conftant 
care to pleafe him. *' His falvation is nigh them 
(hat fear him. Unto you that fear my name (hall 
the Sun of righteoufnefs arife, with healing in his 
wings ; and ye fliall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the ftall.'* If you favour fin, it is im*- 
poflible you fliould enjoy a comfortable aflurance 
of God's favour; for •* your iniquity will feparate 
between you and your God.V It will interpofe, 
as a thick mift, to hide his face from yon. , If you 
grow indolent, negligent, and of a worldly fpirit, 
you need not wonder to find yourfelf involved in 
darknefs and perplexity refpefting your ftate to- 
wards God ; for he hath faid, " If ye walk con- 
trary unto me, J alfo will walk contrary unto you.I* 

It muft be owned, as has been before obferved, 
tliat fome pious and upright minds are fuffered, for 
a time, to be involved in darknefs through the pre- 
valence of fore temptations; others are awfully 
tried by fpiritual defertions; «nd others again are 
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fubjefl to z kind of conftitutional melancholy. 
All thefe are objcSs of pity ; and the Lord will 
eventually appear for their comfort and deliverance. 
He hath Caid, *• I will not contend for ever, neither 
will! be always 'wroth; for the fpirit fliould fail 
before me, and the fouls which I have made." 
He will heal the broken in heart, and bind up their 
wounds. 

Some are prevented from enjoying an aflurance 
of the divine favour through caufelefs fears and 
jealQufies» Thefe are conftantly encouraged not 
to fear, by him who knows the feeblene£s of their 
faithf and the weaknefs of their hands. *' Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee ; be not difmayed, I 
am thy God, Fear not, thou worm Jacob; neither 
be difmayed, ye men of IJracW They are afraid, 
becaufe fin is in them as an a£liv^ and reftlefs prin« 
ctple, that they have no contrary principle of 
giace or bolinefs. And, becaufe, for a feafon they 
have not ftrong confolation, they are afraid they 
have no right to it, nor to any other fpiritual blef- 
fing« Thefe jealoufies and fears, at Icall, evidence 
a .defire to be right^ and to be conformed to the 
will and image of God ; which certainly fprings 
fjpom a giaciptts principle. In thefe perfons, the 
want of Ikill to diftinguifh between the motions of 
the fleflif and tbofe of the Spiritt is the occafion ^i 

their 
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their diftrefiing fear. They ought to reafon thus, 
He that fincerely repents of fin, believes in Jefus, 
and is defiroos of giving his whole heart to God, 
it in a (late of acceptance with his Maker, accord- 
ing to the declarations of his word ; I cannot deny 
but this is my cafe ; thereforei why do I entertain 
thefe difquietiog fears ? 

It may be of fervice to fuch perfons, to call to 
mind paft experience, a^d to think of God's gra- 
cious dealings with them. ** I call to remembrance 
my fong in the night ; I commune With my own 
heart, and my fpirit made diligent fearch. And I 
laid. This is my infirmity (to entertain thefe gloomy 
fears, and defponding thoughts ;) but I will remem- 
ber the years of the right hand of the Mo ft High. 
The Lord hath appeared of old unto me ;" this I 
muft own ; then obferve what he faith to you at 
prefent, ** Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaft- 
ing love ; therefore with loving-kindnefs have 1 
drawn thee." Let this be for your comfort. 

Aftarall, it muit be acknowledged, that the true, 
fotid and rational affurance of hope is often the re- 
fult of many fevere trials. When young difciples 
are filled with comfort, peace and joy, they are, 
for that feafon, ftrangers to doubts ^and fears re- 
fpefibing their acceptance with God. But this is 
not^hat affurance of which the fcriptures ipea^k. 
Ko.xvni.t. Y No 
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No fooner are their comforts withdrawn, than they 
are filled with perplexity, difquieled with fears, and 
ready to count all their former experience mere 
delufion. Afiurance grows, ^nd is eftablifhed by 
repeated confli3s, and by renewed experimental 
proofs of God's power to fave and deliver us. 
When we have been brought low, and helped by 
his gracious hand; forely wounded, and healed 
again; cail down, and raifed up ; when we have 
given up all hope, and been fuddenly fnatched 
from danger, and exalted to a place of fafety ; — 
when we have experienced thefe troubles and re- 
liefs alhoufand times- over, we learn to truft Cm- 
ply to^ the word and power of God, in every ftate 
and condition. • This truft, this hope, when ha- 
bitual and firong, becomes like an anchor of the 
foul, fure and ftedfaft, in all the fiorms of life. 
It' bears, when thus confirmed, the name of af- 
ftirance. But in this holy confidence there are 
many degrees. 

This afiurance is built upon a foundation that 
cannot be Qiaken, though it is often much aflaulted. 
It does not depend on occafional and changeable 
frames of mind, nor upon any thing precarious; 
but upon the word of mfallible truth, and an agree- 
ment and correfpondence in the chriftian's expe- 
rience with that word. Nor does this agreement 
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depend altogether on a train of laboured arguments 
and dedu£lions, but is felf-evident to the gracious 
mind; For " he that believeth hath the witnefs in 
himfelf/* The moft fimple and unlearned may be 
the fubjefts of it, in a way as extenfive and fatis- 
faflory, as the moft wife and learned. 

This holy confidence may be maintained in a 
believer, even under darknefs, , and the hidings of 
God's- face. He that walketh iivdarknefs, and hathj 
comparatively, no light of divine comfort, is en- 
couraged, and even commanded to truft in the 
name of the Lord, and fiay himfelf upon his God. 
He is to do this when the cheering rays of the Sun 
o£ righteoufnefs do not fliine upon his mind, fo as 
to afford him the refrefliing light of extraordinary 
confolation and joy. Hereby, the foul of a chriftian 
is preferved tranquil and compofed, though it hath 
not that degree of pleafure, which fprings from the 
affe£ling manifeftations of divine love;. 

This holy confidence- carries the mind above 
the affliftive and diftreffmg things of this world. 
As it fwims not upon a torfent of terreftrial plea- 
fures, fo it is not deeply depreffed by the heavy 
weight of worldly forrows. He who is well fa- 
tisfied refpefting his intereft in the divine favour, 
is not elevated by the moft flattering tilings which 
may attend, him in this mortal fiate; neither is he,. 
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like other men, greatly difquieted when he is de- 
prived of earthly enjoyments ; for he knows that 
in God's favour there is life. His language there- 
fore is, •* Although the fig-tree fliall not bloffom, 
neither fliall fruit be in the vines; the labour of 
the olive fhall fail, and the fields (hall yield no 
meat ; the flock fliall be cut off from the fold, and 
there be no herd in the ftall ; yet will I rejoice in 
the Lord, and joy in the God of my falvation/* 
In profperity he is kept humble and modeft; in 
affli3ion, fubmiffive and patient; becaufe he is 
perfuaded, " that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, and are the called accord- 
ing to his purpofe/* He glories in tribttlatioHy 
(ince '* tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh 
not afliamed, becaufe the love of God is; fheA 
abro^id in bis heart, by the Holy Ghoft," 

StCT. III. 

The DiUy and Privilege of thoje who are fatisfied 
refpe£ling their Interefi in the Divine Favour. 

It certainly becomes thofe who are fatisfied, on 
good grounds, refpefting their intereft in the fa- 
vour of God, to be very thankful. You ought to 
prize the privilege very highly, and to addre the 
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Author of peace and confolation, for having 
brought you into this fafe and happy ftate. You 
had no natural right to this difiinguiihing blefling, 
neither could you poffibly have procured it by any 
meritorious anions of your own. If Mephibojheik 
was fo afFe6led with the kindnefs of Ddvid to him, 
that he exclaimed, *' What is- thy fervant, that 
thou (houldefl look on fuch a dead dog as I am!'* 
How (hould the kindnefs and love of God affeft 
your heart, and inflame your gratitude ? Surely, it 
becometh the juft to be thankful, and to exprefs 
their thankfulnefs in fongs of praife. ** Blefs the 
Lord, O ray foul, and all that is within me, blefs 
his holy name ; who forgiveth all thy fins, and 
healeth all thy difeafes, who redeemeth thy life 
from deftruftion,. and crowneth thee with loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercy." 

It becomes you to keep in memory the various 
in dances of God's goodnefs to you, and to endea-. 
vour to improve them in the bell manner you are 
able. When Mary^ the mother of Jefus, received 
gracious meffages from heaven, fhe kept them in 
remembrance, and pondered them in her heart. 
Go you, and do likewife. Let not the tokens of 
divine love be forgotten. Walk worthy of the 
exalted privileges you enjoy. In all your words^ 
works and ways, be afraid of offending your gra^ 
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cious Benefaftor. Seek conftantly to pleafe him, 
by doing his will from the fieart. After you have 
received the fweeteft pledges of his love, you are 
ftill in danger of grieving the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby you are fealed to the day of redemption. 
Keep therefore a jealous eye over your own heart; 
watch and pray that you enter not into temptation. 
It becomes you to improve the difiinguiihing 
kindnefs of God to you, for the benefit of others. 
Say, with the Pfalmift, " Come and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my foul.'* When a feafonable opportu- 
nity offers, fpeak to your children, your fervants, 
your companions, and your chriftian brethren, 
concerning the pleafantnefs and the peace which 
are to be found in wifddm's ways. Say to them, 
'• O tafte and fee that the Lord is good ; bleflbd is 
the man that trufteth in him!" Recommend his 
fervice from your own experience ; afluring them 
that his commands are not grievous, but that his 
yoke is eafy, and his burden light. You have 
good reafon to fpeak well of his name, and to be 
telling of his falvation from day to day. Be fer- 
vent and conftant in prayer and fupplication to 
God, for the converfion of finners, 'and the re- 
vival of his work among his profefling people. As 
you have obtained mercy, and have the fweet en- 
joyment 
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joyment of the divine favour, pour out your hearts 
before God, that others may alfo. find mercy with 
him. Thus Abraham^ the friend of God, inter- 
ceded for his fon, " Oh that IJhmael might live in 
thy fight !" When you have fweet intercourfe 
with the Father of mercies, plead with him for 
others. It was the requeft of a certain pcrfon to 
his intimate friend (cum fie tibifuerit, memento meij 
* when it fliall be thus with you, remember me.^ 

It becomes you to long, to hope, and to wait for 
the full enjoyment of God's favour in heaven. 
The fweet and comfortable aflurance of his love to 
you, in your prefent ftate of diftance from him, 
fliould make you reftlefs till you are advanced to 
the full and final fruition of it in glory. Let the 
taftes you have of it here, quicken your defires 
after a full draught of the fbuntain of life and blifs 
in the upper world. In the morning of the refur- 
reftion, when you awake in the divine likenefs, 
you fliall be fatisfied. Be conftantly looking for 
the coming of the day of God, and haftening to it. 
Wait on the Lord, and he will fave you, and pre- 
ferve you to his heavenly kingdom. The righteous 
go from diftant communion with their Redeemer 
on earth to intimate fellowfhip with him in heaven. 
'* Mo/es, the fervant of the Lord, died, accord* 
ingto the word of the Lord.** The Jewijh Rabbins 
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read it (cd ofculum Jthova) at the mouth or kifs- 
of Jehovah. The Lord tpok him away in a fweet 
embrace. He was then honoured with the appel- 
lation oi ihtfervant of the Lord^ as expreffive o£ 
the intimacy he had with his divine Mailer in this 
world, and of hi« admittance into the immediate 
prefence of the fame Mafter in the regions of im- 
mortality. The foul at death goes to receive the 
refult of its labours ; the reward, not of debt, but of 
grace. Jefus has faid, ** If any man ferve me, let 
him follow me ; and where I am, there alfo (hall 
my fervants be : if any man ferve me, him will my 
Father honour." To which we may add the words 
of the apoftle to the Colqffians^ ** Knowing that of 
the Lord ye fliall receive the reward of the inheri- 
tance ; for ye ferve the Lord Chrift." Keep this 
in view, and be daily longing, hoping, and waiting 
for it. 

I (hall clofe all with the following meditation, by 
way of paraphrafe, on the text which I have endea- 
voured to explain and enforce through the whole 
of this treatife. 

The divine word informs me, and my own ex- 
perience bears witnefs to the delightful truth, that 
Li his favour there is life. To this I can fet my 
feal ; fo that what many others do but read, I, a 

poor 
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poor finful worm, am made to feej. Were I de* 
nied the fweet enjoyment of his favour, my heart 
would be pained; I (hould faint and languiih. 
Had I never tailed the precious benefit, I (hould 
never have known how good it is. But I know 
in whom I have believed ; I know whom I have 
loved ; and bow do I long that my weary foul may 
reft in the bofom of his love ! His benignity is 
better than life. I long to have a full draught of 
his love, or rather, to be overwhelmed in this un- 
bounded ocean. 

AbTence from him, whofe favour has won my 
heart, is the fharpeft pain I now feel. O that the 
veil, which hides from me the bright viiion of his 
face, were but once removed ! I long to fee him 
as he is. Since his love has warmed my once* 
frozen breaft, my heart is not my own ; I have 
given my warmeft affe6lions to him, and cannot' 
forbear to cry, " When fhall I come, and appear 
before God!'' 

Farewell, delufive world ; my heart glows with 
an ardour .which nothing beneath the fun could 
poffibly infpire. The brighteft things below the 
ikies have no charms for me, in comparifon with 
him who is the chiefefl: among ten thoufands, and 
altogether lovely. The favour of the great, the 
riches of the wealthy, and the delights of the vain, 

are 
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are mean and defpicable things. When the light 
of God's countenance is lifted up upon me, I can 
look on this captivating world with difdain, and 
deem the mightieft monarch poor, who knows no., 
thing of the favour of the King of kings. 

How am I indebted to the riches of infinite love? 
The merciful Redeemer faw me, all wretched and 
forlorn, a fielplefs orphan, caft out in the open 
field, polluted in mine own blood, to the loathing 
of my perfon ; he pitied my helplefs cafe, took me 
up in his arms, cherifhed me in his bofom, wafhed 
me from my filthinefs, adorned roe with his comeli- 
ncfs, and faid unto\me» ** I have loved thee with 
an everlafiing love." O how great is his mercy! 
I am now emboldened to claim a perfonal intereft 
in his favour, and to fay, "My beloved is mine,, 
and I am his." His love is abfolutely free. There 
was enough in me to provoke his eternal abhor^ 
r^nce; but he hath mercy on whom, and becaufe 
he will have mercy, 

Aflift me, ye celeftial intelligences, ye angels, of 
light, aflift me to admire and adore his love. Teach, 
me, in ftrains like your own, to celebrate the 
height, the depth, the length and the breadth of re* 
deeming grace. 

The tokens of divine favour are fweet beyond 
expreffion. They banifh the fears and difquietudes. 
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of the pained heart ; they alleviate the crofTes and 
affliftions of life, and brighten th^iiorrcrs of death 
and the grave. Bleft with the fmiles of his face, 
who loved me, and gave himfelf for me, I can 
chearfuUy fubmit to ev^ry chaftifement of his hand; 
knowing that whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, 
and fcourgeth every fon wl^pm iie receiveth. Wel- 
come difeafe, welcome every pain, which indi- 
cates the fpeedy dilTolution of this tabernacle, and 
portends the hour of my releafe from, the burdens 
of the flefh. Thefe breaches in the walls of my 
prifon-houfe admit the rays of celeftial light, and 
affure me, that ray longing foul fliall -fpeedily gain 
her happy difmiflion, and fly to the bofom of her 
Saviour. Go on, O Lord, to accomplifli in me 
all the good pleafure of thy goodnefs, and the 
work of faith with power. Let thy light Ihinc 
brighter and brighter, unto the perfeft day. Then 
farewell groans, and tears, and complaints ; fare- 
well darknefs and eclipfes of the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs ; farewell glimmering hopes and gloomy fears ; 
faith itfelf will then be turned into fight, and hope 
into everlafting^ fruition. Welcome ye pleafures 
which flow at God*s tight hand for evermore! 
When I partake of thefe I fliall know, that "In 

«IS FAVOUR IS life!" 

F C N I $« 



CONTENTS. 

CHAP. PAGE. 

I. lntrodu£lory remarks •••«••• in 

II. What God's favour is, and what the life 

which is enjoyed in it •••*•••. 2^9 

III. In what refpe6^s the favour of God is life • 41 

IV. It is life to converted perfons in various cir- 

cumflances ••••••••.. cq 

V. It is life to dying perfons ^g 

VI. A mote particular confideration of the life 
which is in God's favour ••••«• 91 

VII. The fubje£k applied by way of information 109 
VII L By way of conviftiocL . . , 119 

IX. A farther addrefs to the confcience of the 

(inner 133 

X. The fubjeft improved by way of convidion 

to the children of God 1 4 ^ 

XI. Improvement of the fubjeft by way of exa- 

mination v.l^O 

XII. ' ■ ■ By way of inftrudion and 
exhortotion igo 

XIII. Concluding addrefs to the obje^b of di* 
vine favour •.••••••.. 229 

Sect. i. Of doubts and fcniples refpe£ling a 

perfonal intereft in it 230 

ii. Of afTurMice of interefl in the favour 

of God 242 

iii. The duty and privilege of thofe who 
are fatisfied refpeding their intered in 
the divine favour • 256 



^j^'tf'i^M 



• i 



f 



f 



- 1^ 



e^ 



% 




i 



**^ 



